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OFFICE MEMORANDUM^** UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



NEW/YORK (IOO-8O638 )~ DATEg..V£2 




SUBJECT? 



SAC, CHIGAGO^J3.O0^ : 3'7 , P) 

COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 

MEMBERSHIP 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 




be 

b7C 



CARE SHOULD BE USED IN HAND LING AND REPORTING THE 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE IDENTITY OF THE 



INFORMANT. 



SA 



CG g82k=S%„ on November 15, 

U for photostatic 



, made available to 
g, the following items s 



Committee Com-= 



(1) A letter addressed to, 
munist Party, U e SoA , Attention* Eugene Dennis", and signed, 
"Fraternally, Bobby"* The letter, a ©opy of whieh was directed 
to "District Committee, Commraist Party of Western Pennsylvania. 
Attentions. Steve Nelson", sets forth the request of BOBBY (LNU) 
of Pittsburgh, for a hearing regarding his Communist Party 
status » One photostat ©opy of thlf d©©ma@nt, whieh is being 
retained In Chicago file 100=337l|.0~lA6, Is being enclosed here- 
with to the New York and Pittsburgh 0ffi©@s o 




127= New York (En©ls<, lj.j (-REGISTERED} /U 



1 
1 
3 



(1 
(i 

(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 



100=17923) (JOHN GATES),(#19=1) 
100=73561) (ABRAHAM UNGER) 
100=8057) (EUGENE ' DENNIS)..(#19=1) 
100=l59ii6) (JAMES TORMEY)' 
100=1696)' (ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN) 
100=23825) (BENJAMIN »jDA¥IS, JR D ) (#19=1] 
100=2377^) (JOHN WILLIAMSON) 
100=269HHENRY WINSTON) (#7=1 5 
100=2714-52) (ROBERT THOMPSON! 
Mr)II 



^JU-'&x^&l r 



be 

b7C 



JSTi ;, j 



m 



Newark (100= ) (PAT TQOHEY) (REGXSTERE 

Philadelphia (65-1687) (Tt)M /NABRIED) (REGISTERED) 
Pittsburgh (En©l9» 2) (REGISTERED) 
(1 = 100= )(CP = USA, Membership) 
(1 = 100= ) (BOBBY (LNU)) 

(1 = 100=1763) (STEVE NELSON) 
2 = Chicago 

(1 = A/13MJ.6) ' I 

JJC«kw ''.^ 

(19) 



'/■ 





CG 100-337i|.0 

(2) A letter dated October 29, 1957 9 addressed, 
"Dear Bobby", and signed, "Fraternally, Eugene Dennis" „ The 
letter, which has a "P„S " stating that TOM MABRIED, of Phila- <fr^. 
delphia, is Chairman of the Appeals Committee, acknowledges 
the receipt of BOBBY" s letter (item #1) and states that BOBBY'S, 
letter has been referred to the -National Appeals Committee » 
One photostat copy of this letter is enclosed herewith to the 

New York and Pittsburgh Offices The Ghi©ag© copy is being 
retained in Chicago file 100 =3 37*1.0 =>!A7o> 

(3) A letter dated November 8, 1957, addressed, "Dear- q^ 
Pat", and signed, "Sincerely, Stretch* 8 *- According to CG 582k-S% 9 > ^' 
this letter contains STRETCH JOHNSON" 8 views ©n the ABRAHAM ~^M 
TJNGER ease 9 One photostat copy ©f this letter is enclosed (P (X&Z^n^JtS~ 
herewith to the New York Office The Ghi©ag© c©py is being /OT>-f0a~7~) 
retained in Chicago file 100<=337lj.0~lA5 o A©c©rding to CG £82l|.-S» j 
this letter was addressed t© PAT T00HEY* 




(k.) A sheet of paper with handwritten- comments on 
both sides „ This paper, according t© CG £82^->Stt, contains, 
in JOHN GATES" handwriting, GATES" views regarding the ABRAHAM 
TJNGER case. The handwriting states that CARL WINTER is familiar 
with the 19l|.8 phase of the TJNGER ©a®®, when TJNGER was dismissed 
as an attorney at the first Smith A©t trial when he refused to 
follow the policy of the National Committee g that JIM TORMEY 
is familiar with the 19l}.8=195l phage ©f the TJNGER case, and \, 
that in 1951 9 on the complaint of ELIZABETH GHRLEY PLYNN and '^\S--- 
other defendants in the ' second Smith Aet trial, TJNGER was 
suspended for refusing to carry ©uat the line the" National 
Committee wanted to pursue in the -©ase The handwriting indi» 
cates that present at the 5, meeting at whi©h TJNGER was suspended 
were "GENE" (HEMES), "myself 88 (JOHN GATES), ^BEN™ {DAVIS?, 
"JOHNWo" (3T0HN WILLIAMSON), "HENRY We 39 (HENRY "WINSTON) , "BOB ' 
To (ROBERT THOMPSON) o One ph©t©stat @®py ©f this document is 
enclosed herewith to the New Y@rk Offi©©„ The Chicago copy is 
being retained In Chicago file 100=337tj.0-2A8 o 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



Office M.emomndum • united states government 



to : SAC, NEW YORK (100-80638) 



DATE: 2/3/58 



from : SA j 0HN A# HAAG, #7-0. 



SUBJECT: 



CP USA MEMBERSHIP, 
IS-C 



On l/2l}./58. 



furnished two mimeographed copies 
of a "Dues Order" wh'ich she. obtained on'l/23/£&Y at OP USA 
Headquarters. In formant state d that £000 Q f these orders were 
made and, given to I I The paper for this job was 

donated by BERNARD 'ADES. ■ ' - ' 

One copy is being placed in instant file (IB/*??) 
and the other is being placed in 100-128817-1$'/ OP USA 
District 2 Membership. 
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1-New York (100-12o«17) (CP District 2 Membership) (19-2 
JU-New York (100-12ij.8l) (BERNARD ADES) (12-10) 
Q/NewYork (IOO-8O638) 

JAHtimg • ' ). 
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SAC, CHICAGO, (lO-Or; 



"■' coUMoaiaaf;.pAfiScS: - tjsa : . 

MBilBEBSHlP : ' • ; : ; '.. -*.'."■ 



. .'* : Ca £82lHS&, \<m February. -7/ 1958, Orally furnisheoi 
to SA "JOM'B. KEil!DI|irGr'tfa^'fol'l.oWing comments on # current 
pegistratloii dPiYe o# the Communist Party— ;irSAj , . ; / \ 







; , *i* •■■•'.■ : .Based •'■&& observ ation and, atatemesit s: 

aiT.FBiSD REM, EAEL DPBHAM f I 

. the cu^ent Coitimuniat Party registration ' is iiot ' an actual 
..registration In .-the ,. sense, of * pas;t Party regisWa^idna. It 



6^ Mph ise^i|; 
and., many pthe: 



• might better be described ■*, as .a- "nose counting 1 '.*-: Party regu 
.latldns. have always ; required-, that dues he, paid up bef ore'.'a '. n- 
•person could be 'Registered.* In. the past therie were .instances), 
whera.-sbme setiidement was agreed upon, before, a/pers"bn was' 

.registered*/' V'i'.f';'- -;:v;. ■• : '-y': "'::" V "; :; v.-: - V V;/ vv '/-•'.' XXX- : '^ * '""• "'- 




t 




. ; ; " : • V During the carrent . registration* however, anyone: : " • . 
.zihd: does not , specif ioailyvstatel that .He, (Considers himself out 
•pf -the: Party/ will ^ *. * •■ 

;..no>4ues. payment ,i.s made*'- .. ! ' , - /V'. ■*-"«•.'.: V;'.-' • "''.-. "' •'..•'•:.''.-'"' V .. ; -'.V ".. *"" 

'X- .'•; X, V;. '■■.- ;. xt is yea^ possibl^"^ 

;w£ll/bi3 Juggled £ri order to? gain some: sort of .an; .advantage,'" :- 

•For" example, there have. 'been'' proposals that the "Communist -Party 

hold either a .national/ cbnsulta^ another 5 ' ^ 

convention in order "td ; try tcsettle some .of ^the ideological- ; 

and factional, diff erehceS '» Since the nXMb'er of representative s . 

from.X District tro either a e/}nferened\or a ^convention would;, 
'he based on membership- figure^ • it: is; possible that, some,; if \ •■-■■ 

£ot.all. Districts will; -claim a ^ , iar#r> membership 'than the , T '..- 
; actual %emberjShip.V.' :/;:'-'Vv : ,;. -'"".'''> ;_;'•";' '*>\ ."?' V. "■- ->X 'X*. • ./v' ''---X. ', 

/' 7 X , .• '" ;■ on, the *other hand"/ i£ •^!ii''OTB3^'■oc^'s^fcb'.'^ii& , ■'^■ 

/fllM-jt^t^^^'^^/iMi^'inllX lose, put in the "struggle^ for 
leadership- of the. Communist /Party ?- USAy he may try to. show. 



«*>' 



-'•'■•.>•"£ .-..Bureau,': .-(EEdlSEERED) ;~>'.': ,; -■;'•' ;-"/- : ' . /"•"••. //' '* ■ ' 0" ? " V - X ■■■ ■■'- ■'. " \ i&fj^ 
• CD- Hew ror ( k (1GQ-80638),(CP-TTSA> Membership) (#l^f|fe^ 

;/ (1 VA/13M-6) '. ; ':•,-* - > S»" 
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' :• that ; tiie los g&r of moftibei»shijj -.j&pey greatsi* i/lban; $& ■ a&fi&ttsd. ' 
. '#&-, wotfLd ■try to .illustrate, i &ta&~'£rttttn7e6&. pol±dJ#s fcaW caused 
;-;*. .tfcer JUo?ge loseeg.'of ;i»ismVe3?^Xi±p : and tfee.ij?olatio« df the 0oiti- 
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.-.' "f't-. fcecoiaiiig: a seet >dli slant the figures ";.lik i&e. -'opposite d2t*feo*r- ■•'.'• 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO: 

FROM: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) 

SAC/ NEWARK. (100-4234 E) 

CP, USA 

N.J. DISTRICT 

ORGANIZATION 
IS - c 



DATE: 2/14/58 



THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE 
DISSEMINATED OUTSIDE THE BUREAU UNLESS CAREFULLY AND 
PROPERLY PARAPHRASED; THE INFORMANT SHOULD NOT BE 
IDENTIFIED WITH ANY SPECIFIC LOCATION OR ACTIVITY. IN 
SUBMITTING EXTENSIVE INFORMATION OR INFORMATION PERTAINING 
TO DIFFERENT LOCALITIES IN REPORT FORM, IT MAY BE 
DESIRABLE TO USE TWO SYMBOL NUMBERS. BUREAU AUTHORITY 
SHOULD BE REQUESTED BEFORE SUCH IS DONE. 



I furnished the following informati on 
. the New York Office and 



1 



of the Newark Office on 1/29/58. 



2 - Bureau (REGISTERED MIL) 

4 - Los Angeles (REGISTERED MAIL) 



1 
1 
1 
1 



1QU=H;"8"§" 
100- 
100- 
100- 



{DOROTHY HEALEY) 

fPP item snnTWTTR N DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA) 



X? ^New_Yo jek_(REGISTERBD MAIL) 
T - 100-23825 (BEN DAVIS) 

1 - 100-8057 (EUGENE DENNIS) 

1 - 100-27452 (ROBERT THOMPSON) 

1 - 100-50090 (SID STEIN) 

1-100-80641 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 
dL*> 100-80638 (CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP) 



2 - SAN FRANCISCO (REGISTERED MAIL) 
1 - 100- 1 I 

1 - 100- (CP. USA. NORTHE5 



(CP, USA, NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA) 



■ 5 -■ N ewark 
1 - I0"Q*~4~2S~4 E 
1 - 100-19491 (PAT TOOHEY) 
1 - 100-2974 | D 

1 - 100-4284 U 

I I 

VEM:JAC 
(20) 
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b7D 
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(CP - MCTIQMLXSM)* 



l»J?*. 




• 



* 



Letter to Director, FBI 
NK 100-4284 E 



A No J, resolution was prepared by 



N»J* State CP Chairman and National Committee member, and 
PAT TOOHEY, National Committee member and member of the N J 
CP. This resolution was to represent the collective 
thinking ox the N.J* CP as to what they thought were the 
existing problems within the CP, USA* At a State Executive 
Board meeting this document was d isc ussed and ado pted and 
then turned over to I 1 and I ~L N«J« 

State CP Committee member for "polishing,," and eventually 
to be httonght. into the Dectember, 1957 NEC meeting by 
I L who was a member of the NECj as the 

collective thinking of the N«J* CP„ Thi s resol ution 
was subsequently presented to the NEC by I E however, 
there has been some discussion in N* J» that this was a 
substantially changed docume nt representing the pro- 
right views of | ~\ 

Informant advised that on 1/28/58 PAT TOOHEY 
contacted SID STEIN at CP t USA Headquar ters^, New York 
City and advised him that I I had changed the 

N J. document which was read to ,the NEC at the December, 
1957 meeting,, TOOHEY asked ST0IWto recall that the 
N J* document, consisting of sev en specific motions 
was drawn up and typed by I I in STEIN' s office 
and on the same night- was read and adopted by the N« J» 
State Bo ard* T OOH EY stated the document was then 
given to I I and I I for corrections as to 

spelling and grammar, TOOHEY stated he later learned that 
changed the document so that it was of the "right" per- 
suasion and without informing him of any such changes 
I I read this document to the NEC at its December, 1957 
meetingo She also identified TOOHEY as one of the authors 
of this altered document, putting him in a "right" position* 
The original took no partisan viewpoint and equally 
criticized the right and the left, whereas the new 
document took a right wing position ' and included issues 



DO 

b7C 



b6 
b7C 



to which | | knew TOOHEY objected* 



TOOHEY stated that when he first heard of 
this he objected to it but raised no issue since it was 
done and patlSSd and an obje ction would serve no purpose. 



] agreed not to use the document 



According to TOOHEY, , , _ w 

further as a manifesto or expand on it because it was 



b6 
b7C 
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lietter to Director, FBI 
NK 10Q-42S4 E 



obviously one-sided* But again | | was deceitful, b?c 



since at the next N J» Board meeting she brought it 
up again for discussion and use* 

TOOHEY pointed out to STEIN that the original 
document stated, *imong other things, substantially as follows: 

"We agree with the decisions of the 16th 
National Convention which apprised that 
the main danger is usually left sectarianism 
but that revisionism and right opportunism 
must also be watched," 



stated that I I changed this to 



read 3 "In our judgment the main danger in the present 
inner party struggle is left s ectarianism, " TOOHEY 
told STEIN that because T l is on his, STEIN 1 s 8 side 
in the struggle he, STEIN, does not see anything 

seriously wrong with her actions* He warned STEIN that be 
STEIN may be left "holding the bag" if I I should break b7c 
with the CPo STEIN will "go down the drain" the same 
way many people did when JOHN GATES deserted the CPo 
TOOHEY stated that he did not want STEIN to agree with 
him on policy in connection with the resolution, but 
wished to discuss the method and action taken by 
in substantially changing this document* 



After some discussion STEIN agreed that 
the document had been changed substantially by [ 



changing it from a center-of-therroad to a pro-right 
resolution, STEIN told TOOHEY he would be willing to 
sign the original document to show his personal approval 
of the seven motions, STEIN stated there is now a 
third document that is even farther away from the center 
than the first two. He stated that maybe this indicates 
that people are "so knocked off base" by the situation 
in the Party that they are not. sure of what they are 
doing? 

STEIN continued by stating that present 
indications are that EUGENE DENNIS, ROBEET THOMPSON, 
BEN DAVIS and others from the left will take control of 
the CP at the next National Committee meeting on 2/15,16/58, 

-3- 



ho 
b7C 



J 



Letter to Director; FBI 

NK 100-4284 B 

The decisions of the 16th National Convention will be 
overthrown and according to STEIN will be substituted 
with a more vicious policy* He stated that he is 
certain that if DENNIS, ET AL take over the CP 
leadership within two weeks 500 members will quit in 
California. There has been a definite statement on 

this DOint bv auo.h f!fl.lifn?»nin nennl & nc 43QPAqrapy-^F^fl^ r ]7 r v^ b 6 



The efiect that they will leave the CP, 



to ; b7C 



STEIN stated that one year ago there were 
18,000 CP members, but $oda^because of the factional 
strife there are about (7,000* J He added that if DENNIS, 
ET AL take over the memsersfe-ip will go down to 3 ,000,, 

EXTREME CARE SHOULD BE USED IN DISSEMINATING THE 
ABOVE INFORMATION. 



« 



OFFICE 



MEMORANDUM 



United States Government 



TO ; SAC, NEW YORK (100-80641) 

FROM % SAC, CHICAGO (100-33741) 



DATE 



: <?A/V 



SUBJECT; COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 

On January 20, 1958, CG 6202-S* furnished information 
concerning a conversation between CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, Illinois CP 
State Chairman, SAM KUSHNER, Vice-chairman of the Illinois CP, 
MORRIS CHILDS, a member of the. Illinois State Committee, and 
ROBERT THOMPSON, a member of the CP National Committee from 
New York City who was visiting in the Chicago area at that time. 
LIGHTFOOT and KUSHNER are also members of the CP National 
Committee . 



to 

1 
1 
2 



Care should be used in reporting this information due 
the sensitive nature of the source. 



USA -ORGANIZATION) (RM) 
(CP, USA -ORGANIZATION)' 



Boston (100-20779) (CP,, 
Los Angeles (100-260i]i|J 
Minneapolis (RM) 

(1 - 100-1878-P) (CP, USA-ORGANIZATION) 
(1 - 100^6379) (CARL ROSS) \ 

New York (RM) \J 

(cp! 

(CP, 
(CP, 
(CP, 
(CP, 



I - 



( 

(1 

(1 

(1 

(1 



100-80638) 
100-87211 ) 

100-86621].) 

100-89590) 
100-89691) 
100-133902) 



400 *a&3 v' -inf. 



USA -MEMBERSHIP) 
USA-FACTIONALSIM) 
USA-INTERNATIONAL RELA 
USA -STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 




1 - 
1 - 
1 - 

JJF 
(32) 



(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 



100-128811).) 

100-23825) 

100-8057) 

100-17923 
100-50090) 

100-2711.52) 



USA -DOMES TIC 
USA -ATTEMPTS 
ORGANIZATIONS) 
(CP, USA -NEW YORK 



ADMINISTRATION ISSUES) 
TO INFILTRATE MASS 



DISTRICT-ORGANIZATION) 
Jr.) 



(BENJAMIN DAVIS, 

(EUGENE DENNIS) 

(JOHN GATES) . 

(SID STEIN) 

(ROBERT THOMPSON) 
Newark (100-lj.28l|.) (CP, USA-ORGANIZATION) (RM) 
Philadelphia (100-31723) (CP, USA-ORGANIZATION) (RM) 
San Francisco (10.0-277*1.9) (CP, US A -ORGANIZATION) (RM) 
(Copies continued page la) 
:ntf 
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CG 100-337*1-1 



Copies continued 
11 - Chicago 



1 
1 



1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 



100-18953 
100-19491 



1 - 100-3IJ438 



100-18963 

IOO-2I1.729 
loo-3il70 
100-18001 
ioo-il|.6g2 

100-27&8 

51-867 



(CP, USA-Illinois District-Organization) 
(CP, USA-Illinois District- 
Domestic Administration Issues) 
(CP, USA-Illinois District- Attempts 
to Infiltrate Mass Organizations) 
(CP, USA-Illinois District-Factionalism) 
(EMANUEL BLUM) 
(MORRIS CHILDS) 
(FRED FINE) 

D 

(SAM KUSHNER) 
(CLAUDE LIGHTF00T) 



bo 
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CG 100-33741 



These CP leaders were discussing the internal problems 
of the Party, particularly the factional situation within the 
National Party leadership, 

j^arks, o^ CLAUDE L IGHTFOOT 

LIGHTFOOT said he wanted to explain his position regard- 
ing the Party problems He criticized the complacency which 
followed the 16th National Convention due to the idea that the 
decision of the Convention would be carried out — obviously, 
this was incorrect o He said he believed there is a strong 
tendency to have what is called a "showdown' 1 and a fight to get 
a following in the "Right" or "Left" forces within the Party* 
He said this tendency is not confined to the "ultra-Left" and 
that forces on the "Right" and on the "Left" keep gravitating* ih 
the direction of the "Left or Right" LIGHTFOOT said it has! 
been this combination which has shaken up the leadership in the 
Party and thai: mobilization of both sides has taken place along 
factional lines. If this is allowed to continue, it will not 
make for ideological clarity and the mobilization is proceeding 
on "hysterical lines" a 

LIGHTFOOT said the Party must emphasize specific 
questions in a programmatic way. He said it is also necessary 
to clear up the point that it is necessary to have a one-sided 
approach on the need for ideological clarity before getting 
into mass work. He said he would not characterize any particular 
group on this point, but that this tendency must be fought in 
part, if not in toto 

LIGHTFOOT mentioned a conversation he had recently held 
with EMANUEL BLUM in which BLUM tried to show that if one has a 
revisionist outlook, it will reflect itself in everything, 
LIGHTFOOT questioned the truth of this and said he is sure that 
a lot of people are just groping and are not sure of where they 
want to go or what they want to do, 

LIGHTFOOT compared the present Situation with the 
situation in the 1930 ^ He said that the line which had been 
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CG 100-33741 

developed in the 6th World Congress was criticized at the 7th 
World Congress. He said he ran for Congress on the 'South Side 
on a platfdrmfb? a Soviet America and self-determination in the 
Black Belt. He got 32,000 votes, the highest number ever 
achieved in this district and he attributed this vote to his 
platform on self-determination in the Black Belt. He said the 
Party was gound theoretically in that period, but it was not 
sound in regard to the direction of the American economy at that 
time He said there was a factional struggle in those days 
but that the Party circumvented it in such a manner that the 
Party could still fight, and this fight could be on other 
questions and headway could be made He said that the point 
was that the Party Was able to make an accurate appraisal of 
a mass issue which was before the country and that enabled the 
Party to have a "jumj*" on the vanguard role* 

LIGHTFOOT said that in those days the Party was also 
in the vanguard in leading the organization of the unorganized. 
He said he was trying to d£aw ' an analogy on how the Party could ^ 
get out of a situation. He said the Party has to delineate the 
questions and it must be clear and give leadership in this 
period. He said that this should be spelled out concretely so 
that the Party will be able to get to work even though a lot 
of other things have not* been cleared up. 

LIGHTFOOT said the questions which he would like to 
see concretely outlined by the Party relate to the following 
types of works 

1. The struggle for peace. The Party ^s position on the 

role of ■" American imperialism is not too ^popular. ,; v 

He said he believes that most of the comrades on the 
"Sight" do not share the idea of JOHN* GATES about the 
drive for world domination. LIGHTFOOT called for a 
discussion theoretically on the struggle for co-existence 
and the struggle for peace and also called for program- 
matic approaches to these struggles. 
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2, The main tasks and responsibility in the fight. 

3* How the Party keeps from isolating itself from the 
masses and does not give the' impression that it is 
the agent of a foreign power. He said this is a 
tactical question which must be kept in mind, 

4, How the above points are projected by the Party in 
relation to other matters , 

LIGHTFOOT then turned to the subject of a study 
by the Party of 'the present situation in the labor movement* 
He said that in addition to a labor policy statement, the Party 
needs an appraisal of the economic situation in this country and 
the Party must be forewarned and forearmed on the mass struggle 
of the worker o He said that in this context, it is necessary to 
discuss theory and not put these questions into a vacumm. 

He said he received the impression from some of THOMPSON'S 
remarks in New York that some comrades are oriented on forces out- 
side the Party and not on forces inside the Party , Others are 
pre-occupied with forces inside the Party, and they have a blind 
spot for those outside the Party • These forces need to be pulled 
together. He said he favored putting the primary emphasis on the . 
Party organization and that he had no illusions that the people 
who left the Party are going to flock back, 

LIGHTFOOT said his position, in essence, is summarized 
by his desire for maximum agreement on mass policy, whether 
theoretical, or, programmatic o Concerning other theoretical 
questions on the role of socialism, LIGHTFOOT said he .would not 
be in any great rush although the Party shoul discontinue to work 
on these questions* He said he is ready to,, take the following 
position and fight for it. The comrades in California and else- 
where say that the main reason the National Convention decision ♦ 
has not been carried out is that most people did not want it 
carried out, LIGHTFOOT agrees that the 16th National Convention 
has not been applied, but to call somebody a dirty name about it 
does not help. The central question is what can be done to apply 
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it at this time and this would require an initial understanding 
of the Convention and of what othexs understand about it* He 
said the concrete, driving points of the Convention should be 
spelled out but before applying the points involved in the 
decision, there is the matter of interpreting them* He said 
there is no reason why these points can not be interpreted and 
the next step would be the job of, carrying out the decisions . 
He said those opposed to the Convention decisions should set 
forth* concretely what it is that they oppose. LIGHTFOOT said 
that a, vast service would be rendered to the Party if everybody 
could forget the attitude that people who are> non-conformists 
in regard to what has been the status quo, are revisionists, or 
that all people who were dogmatic on questions yesterday have 
remained" dogmatic o He agreed that bo;th revisionism a&d dogmatism 
do exist / LIGHTFOOT then suggested the possibility of a new 
leadership for the Party whichj would be brotigKt /together under 
a different set of circumstances^ than those which have prevailed* 
He saicf the present National Adni^histrative Committee (NAC) and 
National Executive Committee (NEC) have taken up factional 
overtones in everythingo LIGHTFOOT stated that if there is 
going to be a Left leadership, let there be a Left leadership 
but the Left will not lead the Party out of its 'isolation* If 
it should, LIGHTFOOT would be the first to applaud . He said the 
main thing is to get a leadership* so that the Party knows there 
is somebody to help in given situations,, 

Remarks of ROBERT THOMPSON 

THOMPSON called the analysis presented by LIGHTFOOT 
!, £pund" and said he believed that they could establish some 
areas of agreements He spoke of three main areas in .connection 
with the loth Rational Convention and said that the areas of 
disagreement growing out of this have the effect qf imp^ddfhg.^ 
the Party as an effective force in relationship td the role it 
plays o . , 

THOMPSON called for hard work to' solve the questions 
involved, but not in tBrms of the fighting of the pre -Convent ion 
period o He said no service to the Party would result from 
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fighting on these questions in that way. He then outlined the 
three areas which he had mentioned previously: 

1. A very wide area in regard to what the 1.6th Convention 
wanted insofar as the type of Party wanted was concerned. 
Ha£& ; defers t was a larg§ section of the leadership which 
operated in the pre -Convention manner after the Con- 
vention was over, supporting the view point that the 
Party is a discussion group. He said there has been a 
prevalent discussion on what type of organ the "Dally 
Worker" should have been,, whether it would reflect 
the Party or opposition to the Party In regard to 
JOE CLARK, some people were writing irj the paper and 
discussing^ their views contrary to the Party T s , views . 

Regarding JOHJT GATES, THOMPSON said GATES wants the type 
of Labor Soqialist Party that Britain has with the same attitude 
toward the Soviet Union. 

THOMPSON said the l6th National Convention ^aekled a 
very important job -- it tackled confusion in the Party, over- 
coming sjiort -comings, bureaucracy, and it tried to round out the 
approach to working - class unity and over comfer very harmful,! 
lines. ^IGHTFOOT added that the Convention also provided the . ' 
right of dissent. THOMPSON agreed, and said that this was within 
the frame work of democratic centralism, but that the Convention 
was not fully consistent with thiis. He referred to the election 
of National Committee members who are responsible to. certain areas 
and not to the National Committee itself. He said he did not 
believe that this piffrdedurq was. right. He said the right of 
dissent can be- provided up to a point which will still avoid the 
demoralization of the Party. , THOMPSON said .he believed the 
Party could not have expected to immediately find the /JiojHD. r\, ^<, 
which WQuld establish tjhis right in the Party* lif e without going 
overboard. He said he is not too disturbed about this, but he 
is not adverse to taking another look at it and establish it 
with safe guards which would make it an improvement in the life 
and function of the Party while retaining the essentials of an 
organization based upon the principles of Party organization &s 
they are known, namely, democratic centralism. 
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THOMPSON said the central question should be asked 
as to what kind of Party, is wanted and then thi? question 
should be re-solved. To not do so, is to frustrate the Party 
on every front, in practical activities as well as in the 
manner of organization,, 

2 THOMPSON said the second big area is related to 

determining what Is. the vanguard role of the Party, 
He said there, is f not iriuch e%xrgaxmx& concerning the 
form of vanguard role outside of the extreme Left. 
He said the form corresponds!;. - to changes that 
have taken place over the last 15 year period. He 
said the Party was very slow in appraising qhanges 
after the 19I+.5 Convention and in begining to adapt 
and exert the vanguard role in a way that corresponds 
more closely with changes that have taken place. 
He said this problem, is still before the Party. 

He said it is one thing to center attention on forms 
for initiating the role of the Party and it is quite another to 
approach the Party from the view .point that success for this 
kind of role is diminishing. He said that, in planning, and 
work of the Party in relation to the AFL-CIO, the Teamsters 
Union, and others, , Party leaders have come up against the concept 
of the role of the 'Party at. every turn. 

3o THOMPSON named the third big area as the -question 
wofl'J the Party's role in the socialist front and 
the Communist front. In the Hungarian situation, he 
said, there was a strong tendency operating to achieve 
disassociation of the Party in this country from the 
role of the <Gommunist movement* There was the 
emergence of a very strong form of an idea that in 
order to win support for the ideas of socialism in 
our country, we have to make clear that the socialism 
we advocate is not — has very little in common with 
the socialism throughout the world. THOMPSON said 
that unless he is mistaken, this is -wrong. He said 
this idea begins to push the Party in the direction 
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of moving Into a collision which would result in the 
very public form — disassociation from the, world 
socialist movement » Actually, while this general 
Idea is being put forward under the .guise that the 
Pkrty has created it, this is the basis upon which 
the NORMAN THOMASES, the Socialist Party, the American 
Labor Party and the Trotskyites iiavap'crp'el'ated* 

THOMPSON said that the re-emergence of this concept 
in "our Party" at this point is quite something other than an 
adaptation or application of creative Marxism in a new situation. 
He said he believed this idea would not last long In the Party. 

THOMPSON commented that even these areas of dis- 
agreement within the Party were not fore -ordained He said it 
was his opinion for a number of months that the Party could 
achieve a mass policy and could create^ an atmosphere where the 
more basic theoretical questions could be thrashed out over a 
longer period of time within the frame work of retaining work, 
and while doing that, the Party could shed the extremes, Left 
and Right, and avoid a . sharp, Internal struggle on, a . theoretical 
and ideological, level* He said that the sharpness inxdis- 
agreement among Party leaders started In its present form during 
the period of the CLARK resignation when JOHN GATES projected 
the slogan of dropping the Left* 

THOMPSON said he does not agree that a leadership 
must have all forces of the Left and center He would hope 
that a leadership grouping would include a lot of comrades who 
would have been associated with the Rigjito He said he thinks 
the salvation of the Party depends on this He does not favor 
the extreme Left forces nor does he favor forces' which will 
not change their position and which continue to fight, on the 
platform that JOHN GATES laid down 
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THOMPSON said that after the introduction of the 
California Resolution, there was a beginning of an alignment 
of state organisations behind the resolution and that this was 
a projection of the idea of a leadership of one coloration, 
particularly a Right coloration . He said he would fight as 
hard as he can to prevent the Party going under a Right 
leadership, which he believed would be disastrous . He said 
that most of those supporting the Right position more or less 
based themselves on the position of STAROBIN that the Party 
is an obstacle to Socialism* that changes are necessary in the 
Party, and that Marxism is out dated • He said there has been 
no real ideological political defense against these concepts 
because, at every stage of the withdrawals (of members) ,- 
there have been comrades who may not agree tactically with 
the withdrawals or resignations but who have a large basic 
area of agreement with t his polit ical point of view 
represented by STAROBIN , I I and a whole host of others 
who have left the Party* 

THOMPSON said. he does hot. favor a Party leadership 
of one coloration 9 but does favor trying to get a leadership 
which is not of one coloration and which does not exclude 
comrades because of any policy point of view but which 
leadership, nevertheless, has within it a firm majority which 
-is, able to carry, out the Party *£ programs and policies in a 
given direction . He said this grouping should be around a 
more or less "center" position, but when LIGHTF00T suggested 
that THOMPSON meant "left of center" 9 THOMPSON agreed, 

THOMPSON said that in his opinion > there are comrades 
who are afraid, as he is, of the rise of an extreme, lunatic 
Leftist tendency in the Party, He said the surest way to get 
this is to abandon the field of struggle and ideology by going 
backward o He said they should .recognise that California is 
"lining up" and that there, is active , caucussing in New Jersey, 
Philadelphia and New England with an approach to the coming 
National Committee meeting of "now or never" e He said there 
should be a halt to this, LIGHTFOOT said l^ew York is also in 
this picture and New Jersey will follow them ? in his opinion. 
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LIGHTFOOT, speaking of the reports by EUGENE 
DENNIS and SID STEIN at the National Executive Committee 
meeting in December , 1957 , said that regardless of what 
else he may agree or disagreemihantfcB two reports , he cannot 
agree with the approach of DENNIS, He said that DENNIS, 
in his report on the Party progress since the 16th National 
Convention , placed the main emphasis on revisionism and that 
he , LIGHTFOOT, does not share this feeling* He said the 
"ultra-Left 11 was not mentioned and that DENNIS did not deal 
with the "Left" at all, 

THOMPSON said that DENNIS position is not an 
unchanging one and that in the "center" they always have the 
problem of a very vocal and vitriolic Left. THOMPSON said that 
in the last New York State Committee meeting , BEN DAVIS opened 
up in a very forceful manner politically against the extreme 
'Left, He said SID STEIN praised 'the Left at this same meeting , 
calling them "honest, fine and forthright" . SAM KUSHNER said 
that FRED FINE had made the same type of statement. 

THOMPSON said that LIGHTFOOT was doing a useful 

thing because he was not arguing only for the sake of argument. 
KUSHNER then stated that LIGHTFOOT wants to keep unity in the 
National Committee, but that he, KUSHNER , believes that unless 
some agreement is reached basically along the lines of the 
DENNIS report , unity in the ranks will not be * achieved 
regardless of the direction achieved in the National Committee* 
He said that the "ultra-Left" would be considerably strengthened 
by anything less than an agreement along the lines of DENNIS 9 
report* He said that unless DENNIS and others 9 in the eyes 
of the great part of the Party^are fighting for the kind of 
comrades, which KUSHNER believes can be accepted, the Party is 
going to" have the "ultra-Left" in a most fanatical and demagogic 
manner * 
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Speaking of object iviby, LIGHTFOOT said that 

everybody could indulge in some criticism and self - 

criticism but that nobody will do s© because the other 
"side would use this for factionalism . He said objectivity , 
therefore , goes out the window*, He said that whether he 
goes to the Right on some questions and to the Left on others, 
and he does not deny that his sympathy is tow.ardjfehe Right 5 
he wants to see some subjectivity in the picture. He said 
jon cannot say that a substantial corps of cadre in the 
Party are responsible for the Left extreme , since this 
extreme has been there all the time and has been fighting 
this problem for a iong P long time LIGHTFOOT said that 
JIM KELLER, in a document 9 went back to 1948 <, 

LIGHTOOFT said that although nobody was lining -up 
sections or divisions $ £ba?6 were people who set out electoral 
policy in the Illinois District who shared KELLER °s viewpoint. 
He said only certain areas could be mobilised for "our 
electoral policy" • Referring to the e^treiwe "Left 1 } LIGHTFOOT 
'stated that they have an emphasis now to press hard because they 
think there is an opportunity to isolate SID STEIN, FRED FINE, 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 9 and all the rest of the same kind* and knock 
them out of the leadership * He said that this is their 
objective j and "they want you guys to do it. And 5 after we* re 
gotten out $ they 5 re going after you, and you are the Righto 
That 5 s their objective . They re not satisfied with you 
You know why? Because you don*t stand for the status quo* 
Anybody who moves the status quo one inch 5 not a yard ? is 
already a Right-winger <> " 

KUSHNER said that the extreme Left would not be satisfied 
with getting rid of a LIGHTFOOT or a STEIN, or a FRED FINE, - - 
they don°t want a GENE DENNIS in the leadership , LIGHTFOOT 
said that this was his pointy that first the "ultra-Left" must 
get rid of "us'% and then they will go after GENEo But, he 
said , "right now. they will use GENE and you to get rid of 

- 11 - 



CG 100-33741 

J JF t cas 

THOMPSON asked LIGHTFOOT what he proposed to 
do about the trend in the Party which produces hysteria, 
mass withdrawals and a JOE CLARK or a JOHN GATES. LIGHTFOOT 
answered that he proposes fighting - - getting out and 
proving that this Party has a Vanguard role to play, 
proving the Party is not an obstacle , and that the Party 
can play a role in the mass struggle* LIGHTFOOT said nobody 
has tried to do this and ? to support his statement, offered 
to recite the agenda at every National Committee meeting. 
He said that the National Committee meetings have not been, 
in the main$ mobilising meetings for the mass activities . 
He said that nothing had happened eleven months after the 
convention and that one good reason for this is that nobody 
has taken a good look at doing it. He said it cannot be 
done unless there is a program worked out and a checkup and 
control on the program , such as -the Party carried out in 
connection with the Prayer Pilgrimage in May, 1957, 

Concerning the Party program 8 s for mass activities, 
LIGHTFOOT said that the Prayer Pilgrimage and the campaign 
against nuclear weapons were the only significant accomplishments 
of the Party and that these issues were handled by the National 
Committee because of the mass pressure and because the Party 
plainly saw its role* 

MORRIS CHILDS stated that the Party could not 
carry on a struggle for peaee with the American working 
class if it feared too much identity with an international 
movement » 

THOMPSON stated that if one is a little bit 
influenced by the STAROBIN concept or the CLARK concept 
or the GATES concept that the Party doesn't really amount 
to very much and doesn°t really have a job to perform, 
that it is an obstacle and the best thing would be to get 
the regroupment being sought and that the Forums are important — t * 
when this idea* begins to permeate the thinking of important '* 

Party cadre and forces and there is no development of an 
ideological struggle against this - - LIGHTFOOT interrupted, 
to state that he does not- believe that this is the case, 
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He suggested that the Minnesota District 
which has a Right leadership , has done more 
programmatical work, THOMPSON stated that he did not know 
the character of the Minnesota leadership but that 
he did know CARL ROSS* LIGHTFOOT stated that activity 
exists under Right^led leadership and it also exists under 
Left-led leadership , He said that in California , on the 
United Nations anniversary^ there was a Party -program to 
mobilise the comrades in both the Right ~led and Left-led 
organisations o New York had such a program on the Stockholm 
Peace petitions . He said Ms position was that activity in 
-the Party affects both the Right and Left. He said that 
many comrades looked back to five years ago and hoped to 
go back that far in terms of ability but they sit paralysed 
when they are told to issue some leaflets. 

THOMPSON referred to the unemployment situation 
developing in the city and said that, at a meeting he 
attended on the night before 9 a program was being 

'formulated which could be brought into the CIO Council 
and the central trades and labor councils . He mentioned 

the slow-up in processing unemployment compensation and 
other demands concerning unemployment compensation as a 
illustration of issues which the -Party could work on 

.LIGHTF00T stated that if they could come into a 
National Committee meeting or a meeting in the New York ? 
Illinois or Minnesota Districts and show some problems and 
how they were handled by the Party 9 more would be gained from 
this than from continually attacking the particular problem 
which started the "rigamarole" 9 in which the Party finds 
itself o He said he would put the Party on a good mass 
program o 
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L'MQRRIS CHILDS stated that good examples may ,be 
cited in California and other districts and that New York 
had done some of the best work. He said that he had heard 
Of a sub-committee which the Party doesn't know about and 
the membership doesn't know about , but which works in a 
broad way in the united front and which led to the 
implementation of Party ideas by broader masses of people. 

LIGHTF00T, discussing a proposed declaration of 
principles on what the Party stands for, said that this 
declaration was to be based on a number of decisions of the 
National Convention. He said that this document would have 
no- validity unless THOMPSON, DENNIS, STEIN, FINE and the - 

California District all commonly agree on it, Swfc just one 
or the other. 

CHILDS stated that he did not agree with the 
people who say there must be a split in the party and that 
he believes they should save as much of the Party as possible. 
He said he did not agree to a one-sided leadership , even if 
it represented a majority viewpoint of the Party. Some of 
the others would have to participate, even if they were 
holding back their viewpoint, because they cannot be a 
minority outside the leadership. LIGHTF00T commented that 
he believes that what is left in the Party is mainly the 
Left. He said that this is the composition of the Party and 
he believes it is unnatural for an NEC which does not 
represent a ma^OFity. a 

LIGHTF00T stated that he would loyally carry out 
the decisions of the majority but that he wants to make his 
position clear for the record. Although he will loyally 
carry out these decisions, he will not promise what he will 
do if he differs. He stated that JOHN GATES was being used 
as a scapegoat and pointed out that EARL BRGBOXSthad been 

"scapegoated to death" . He said that this attitude does 
not give sufficient weight to the responsibility of all 
the other individuals connected with Party leadership. 
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lilGHTFOOT said it is possible that he does not 
represent all the people in the' Illinois, District and 9 
from this point of view* the other people probably should 
get somebody to represent them. He stated that anyone 
would have a real fight in trying to get him removed 
from the' National Committee , but that there would be no 
fight against efforts to remove him from the NEC. 

Concluding this discussion , LIGHTFOOT stated 
that in a report which he is preparing 9 he intends to 
"debunk" the idea that you have to have ideological 
clarity before you do mass work. He said he was prepared 
to argue this question with THOMPSON ©r anybody else, 
because he has given it considerable thought. 
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CG 6202-S* on January 29, 1958, made available. Information 
which indicated that CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, Chairman, CP of Illinois,- 
had held discussions" on January 29* 1958, with ROBERT THOMPSON,, 
member of the CP, USA, National Committee (NG) a4d,-.the National 
Executive Committee (NEC.) at CP headquarters, 36 1 West Randolph 
Street, Chicago, Illinois. The comments of these^ individuals 
during these discussions were as follows; 

ROBERT THOMPSON indicated that during his stay in 
the Chicago area he had been having a series^ of meetings which 
he stated he had enjoyed very mucho He indicated he had 
attended a meeti ng where the m atter of registration was raised 
as a reminder ' by I L 

At this point, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT indicated to THOMPSON 
his interest in finding something to do but stated that at this 
time, he has no trade and can do nothing, however, he wanted to 
learn something,,' LIGHTFOOT stated that he had never thought 
of being Anything except ^a Party functionary except at one 
period shortly after he had gotten out of the Army, at which 
time he felt he wanted to take advantage of the. GI Bill of 
Rights, but something had interf erred. He stated that a second 
thought on his mind was that possibly a Left of Center leader 
might be found in the Illinois. District e He stated that he 
feels that almost no one else will have his job in the District. 

.He stated that he favors a new set of leaders whether; 
the headquarters of the CP moves to Chicago or rioto 

THOMPSON at this point stated that he sympathized 
with LIGHTFOOT* s position and suggested to LIGHTFOOT that 
possibly shoe repair or welding held possibilities . THOMPSON 
pointed out to LIGHTFOOT, however, that LIGHTFOOT is included 
among his group of people who represents something. THOMPSON 
stated that BEN DAVIS, ELIZABETH. GuRLEY 5 FLYNN and BILL FOSTER 
are- others of this type. THOMPSON noted that it would be 
difficult to replace LIGHTFOOT" and he wondered if LIGHTFOOT 
would not consider the possibility of not a full-time but a 
part-time participation in the leadership while LIGHTFOOT 
was acquiring a trade. 
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LIGHTFOOT stated that this sort of suggestion interests 
him and he recalled that he, in the past, had made, it possible 
for others to do that, among them IRVING HERMAN. At this point,: 
SAM KUSHNER joined LIGHTFOOT and THOMPSON ,' and LIGHTFOOT 
continued his remarks by stating that he. felt that FRED FINE 
might have provided the answer once as Executive Secretary,, 
THOMPSON responded by stating that he did not know what FRED 
is going to do and LIGHTFOOT then declared that FINE had only 
one thing in mind and that was DO (District Organizer), of the 
District o 

LIGHTFOOT ' then commented that so far as the leader- 
ship is concerned, at one time .a leadership of CARL WINTER, CARL 
ROSS and LIGHTFOOT was suggested. LIGHTFOOT stated that CARL 
WINTER, would not leave Detroit and CARL ROSS would not leave 
Minnesota. LIGHTFOOT continued by stating that the Party 
cannot have a leadership formed from the Right of Center group ^ 
that will have the confidence of the Party as a whole and that 
this fact is likewise also true of the ultra-Left. LIGHTFOOT 
noted that the way conditions are,- groups move so that the 
Center today will be the Right tomorrow. He pointed out that- 
people like himself were not considered in the Right group at 
the time of the National Convention . LIGHTFOOT repeated that 
even, if a leadership around the Center is formed, he feels 
it will not last ttnless ( other problems are solved. He noted 
that" it Was not to his liking to be forced to .say such things 
as SAM, KUSHNER is Left of Center, etc. He said all of them are 
Communists o 

At this point, ROBERT THOMPSON left the discussion 
and LIGHTFOOT continued the discussion with KUSHNER. by stating 
that ELIZABETH GURLET FLYNN is going to have a voice in the 
editorial policy of "The Worker" and yet she is not going 
to be a part of the business staff. 

At this' point, of the discussion KUSHNER interjected 
the comment to the- effect that with regard to the tenement fires 
now occurring on the south side of Chicago, he is in favor 
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of raising the point of the "Ghetto" which the fregro people 
cannot move out of <, He commented that so far as Mayor DALEX 
is concerned, DALET talks about everything except open occupancy 
all over Chicago „ 

At >this point CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT continued commenting 
by stating that he recalled he had sent to CARL WINTER a letter 
via SAM KUSHNER and he wondered whether CARL WINTER said any- 
thing in response to this letter, KUSHNER replied that CARL 
WINTER- had stated he would see CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT in New T-o'lfc 
before the National Committee Meeting » 

* 

KUSHNER .also noted that CARL WINTER had commented on 
the movijxg of the CP headquarters to Chicago and had stated If 
It were moved he would come to Chicago at least once a month* 
KUSHNER also noted that "WINTER had become quite "hot" over the 
tndlana^ Labor Policy Statement and had told KUSHNER that there 
| had been, some contacting of shop comrades in his District 
; 'and he had been plenty angry about Ito KUSHNER stated that 
} WINTER* s reaction to the idea of ground rules for discussion 
wAs a feaFifihat: unless* the Party develops a program of-ra^ss 
work aaad at the same time works on ideological .differences, 
the situation would end up wor&e than it is now* 

At this point s LIGHTFOOT stated that he was all for 
mass work and that some suggestions would have tp be 91a.de 
in the Illinois State Committee <>. LIGHTFOOT. said "they 1 ? all 
should be "kicking" themselves because of the shop program 
"they" had In the past when in shop branches every month 
30,000 papers were gotten outo He said, that now there Is 
nothing He said he had seen a leaflet from Cleveland and 
it'wasnH a question of- whether It had content or not but 
tfte good thing was to see something like that gotten out* 

KUSHNER then recalled that he remembered thd>s§ days 
and said that the "Illinois District for ten years had the 
best history in so far as shop papers were con&ernedc He noted 
that even in the worse days of * MC CARTHZ, papers were put out 
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at steel gates 'and at electromotive gates. KUSHNER stated he 
felt that a very concrete question could be put to the State 
Committee as to what should be done about this. KHSHNER 
stated that he was in favor of re-establishing papers with 
a mechanism for distribution of literature from a corps of 
comrades who are assigned to important issues in the name of 
the party. 

LIGHTFOOT stated that he favors the introduction of 
a resolution in the State Committee directing -the State' Board 
■to bring' into the following meeting of the State Committee, 
a plan for realizing a plan of work on what is going to be done 
in the fight for peace, the fight for Negro rights and the 
fight for the trade union movement • 

At this point ROBERT THOMPSON again joined the 
.discussion and LIGHTFOOT stated that he wondered whether or 
not there is anything in the atmosphere today which would 
suggest that the Party could get' people to join with the Party 
on such issues as the ROSENBERG Case. LIGHTFOOT stated that 
he could answer this question by saying that the Party has 
done nothing so th%ti.'§uch a determination could be made. 
LIGHTFOOT commented that he recalled In the Stockholm Peace 
Pledge Campaign the Party membership had been really "geared",, 
He noted that today people say on other issues that nothing 
could be done because the Party Is isolated and hence there 
is inactivity. LIGHTFOOT stated that he was of the opinion 
that part of the low morale is due not to the Right-Left debate . 
but is due to the manner in which people see themselves as having 
no usefulness . 

At this point LIGHTFOOT asked ROBERT THOMPSON 
about his trip to Wisconsin and THOMPSON responded by stating 
$hat he had a series of individual discussions with comrades 
from American Motors and further that he had talked with one 
individual fro m the AF of L„ He also noted that he had had a b » 
long talk with I ~| and the District Organizer tt b7c 
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LIGHTFOOT inquired of THOMPSON about the registration 
in Wisconsin and THOMPSON stated that in. the extreme tip-state 
area I4.O individuals were registered, which, according tb the 
Wisconsin people, represents almost no lbss a THOMPSpN then 
interjected the comment to the effect that some discussions 
were had in Wisconsin on the question of getting together 
some of the d&lry farmers on the basis of the difficulty in 
disposing of miiko 

LIGHTFOOT then asked THOMPSON about the membership 
in Wisconsin and THOMPSON indicated the number 280 a&d stated 
•bhat there was no full-time functionary THOMPSON stated that" 
toe guessed th e nearest person to a functionary in Wisconsin is 
who is in a bookshop LIGHTFOOT then inquired of 
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THOMPSON whether or not he, THOMPSON, would hav6 a chance to 
meet any of the people from Indiana e THOMPSON indicated that 
he would note 

At this point LIGHTFOOT declared that packing had been 
the brightest star in the Party* s group 9 however j, $ow it is 
slipping away He noted that some effort would have to be exerted 
in this connection and that what would have to be done would 
be to start at the bottom of some selected industries « He 
stated he is not worried too much about the "top" LIGHTPOOT 
then asked SAM KUSHNER if he will go to packing tonight 
KUSHNER responded by stating that he had three meetings this 
night and commented to the effect that he was flabbergasted 
about one group of the Right wing which inclined toward the 
Indiana Labor Document on the basis that it represented a "clear 
cut line"o 

> At this point LIGHTFOOT stated that he wondered whether 
THOMPSON would be adverse to coming to Chicago (apparently 
referring to the OP headquarters move to Chicago) and added . 
jfehat he did not wish to pin THOMPSON down but he thinks this is 
a matter which should b© explored*, LIGHTFOOT stated that he 
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seemed to- gather from THOMPSON that THOMPSON'S feelings^in 
thisi matter are governed In some degree by the attitude of the 
government toward his case 

The discussion terminated at this point. 
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February 11, 1958 



Type, Date and Place of Meeting 



A meeting of the Illinois Communist- Party State Com- 
mittee was held on- Saturday, February 8 9 19i>8, at the Mar-Lou 
Ballroom, lj.003 West Roosevelt Road, Chicago, Illinois The 
meeting commenced at approximately 10sj?j? A„M , and concluded 
at approximately $%\$ P.M« , with forty~f ive minutes out for 
luncho 

Persons in Attendance 



The following individuals were in attendance at, this 
Illinois Communist Party State Committee meeting The indi-. 
viduals whose names are preceded by an asterisk are not known 
to be members of the Illinois Communist Party State Committees 
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LESTER DAVIS 
»EABL DURHAM ' 

ERED FTKEi 

FLO HALL 



SAM KtTSHNER 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
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MOLLIE TaJEST 



EARL DURHAM and 



are'not known to be 



members of the Illinois Communist Party State Committee, but 
as members of the Communist Party National Committee are' 
authorized to attend these meetings. It was observed that 

I even though not authorised to do so, voted on - 
some of the motions and amendments * EARL DURHAM did not vote, 
but took part in the discussions,, 



was invited to the meeting as a repre^ 



ffflnt.at.1vp of the Flynn Section, Illinois Communist Party, 
did not vote on any of the motions or amendments, 
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Among the State Committe e members not in attendance 
MORR IS CRTLDS, who wa s 111 5 I L who is in 



C 



^ ^© is reportedly seriously ill? 

3 itfho refuses to attend all-day meetings . 



bo 
b7C 



1 



eoinr; 



^fasm 







GLATJDE LXGHTFOOT opened the meeting at approximately 
10sf?5 AoMo and proposed the following agenda, which was accepted* 

(1) Majority and minority reports issued by the 
Illinois Communist Party State sub -Committee 

(2) Worker Drive 

(3) Other resolutions o - 

(!}.) Good and welfare , including Negro work, civil 
liberties, slid Chicago South side fires 



LIGH5PP00T proposed that| | serve as Chair* 

man of the meeting, which was approve do LESTER DAVIS acted as 
Recording Secretary* 

Majority Rep ort; 

] presented the majority report, 
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stating that ^ gpeeial committee, composed of SAM KOSHMER, be 

and himself, had worked together in preparing b?c 



be 



statements of the Illinois Communist Party State Committee, 
He said that he and KCTSHHER had prepared the majority"report, 
and j | j prepared the minority report AL RTTBIO had 
originally heen a member of this special committee, but had 
been unable to serve * MORRIS CHILDS was also to have assisted 
in the preparation of the majority report, but was ill during 
its 'preparation,, 

I I then read the majority report He said, 
after completing this reading, that the report tended to place b?c 
equal emphasis on Left sectarianism and Right revisionism** At 
the time of the 16th Rational Convention, it was his opinion 
that sectarianism was the main dangers however, we should' realize 
that a change has taken place since then c In his opinion, at 
the present time revisionism is the main danger 

I I went on to say that there has been an 
ascendancy of sectarianism since the l6th National (Convention, be 
and mentioned the situations that had occurred in the Soviet, hie 
Italian, Chinese and Polish Parties He said that due to the 
internal strife in the Communist Party and several other 

o 2 ° 







factors, it is his feeling tha,t regardless of sec- 

eneies, revisionism is today the main danger ^ 



said that he must be self«critical in that he was 
/wrong in feeling that the question of Hungary could remain un~ 
solvedo He had failed to call vigorously for the GATES resig« 
nation* He failed to point out the danger of Right revisionism, 
thinking that 'this would be an encroachment on the legitimate 
discussion concerning the Party 

I Minority Report 

I I then delivered the minority report/ and 

from this time on served as spokesman for the ultra«Left fac- 
tion in the Illinois GcmtsmlsS- Party State Committee * After 
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completing his report 9 Isaid that there were several 

points of agreement between t&e majority and minority reports? 
however, in an over-all analysis* while the majority report be 
started from a correct premise 9 it drew an incorrect conclusion* b?c 
He said that the danger of the majority report was that it 
tended to place equal emphasis on the dangers of sectarianism 
and revisionism He contended it is impossible to equally 
equate dogmatism or Left sectarianism with. revisionism* Con« 
sequently, the fight to day must be a vigorous fight against 
the revisionist trendo I T aaid that everyone knows that 
peaceful transition is possible only under certain conditions, 
and although everyone desires peaceful transition, the facts* 
of life are that if certain objective conditions do not exist,. 
this peaceful transition will not take place 

Remarks of CIAT3DE LIGHTPOOT 

CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT then requested permission on a point 
of personal privilege to answer both the majority and minority 
reports o He said that he should be given equal opportunity to 
state his position which was not in full accord with either the 
majority or minority reports; The Chairman, I \, 

put this request to a vote, and those in attendance granted 
LIGHTPOOT permission to deliver his personal report e 

LIGHTPOOT said that since the 16th National Conven- 
tion there have been forces within the Party whose m^in aim in 
life seems to be to have the decisions of the 16th National 
Convention upheld* This fight has been waged on two fronts ~~ 
one led by WILLIAM Z c POSTER and BED" DAVIS on one hand, and 
SID STEIN and FRED FTME on the other. Both .constituted 
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| themselves as guardians of the 16th National Convention* while 
\ both shaded its ', decisions in different direct! ons c LIGHTFOOT 
\ said that the two documents issued by the Communist Party 
national Executive Committee^ which presented an estimate of 
the Party *b work since the 16th National Convention ^ represented 
a reversal of the line and direction of the 16th National Con- 
ventiono He said that he did not completely agree with the 
SEECH document^ nor can he agree that Right revisionism and 
Left sectarianism are equal dangers e 

LXGHTFOOO? then moved to citing examples in an attempt 
to show that Right revisionism has not risen since the national 
Convention* He stated that a personal examination of editorials 
appearing in f *The Worker 8 * prior to th©^ National Contention and 
the editorials appearing after the National . Convention have 
shown that there were infinitely more Right revisionist trends 
expressed in the pages of E? !Fhe Worker* 5 prior to the Convention 
than after. Notwithstanding all the ^hullabaloo t? that has been 
raised^ this is definitely terms* LXGHFPOOT contended that the 
cry against Right revisionism as teeing a great and current 
danger within the movement is a cry of w wolf tt r "Pacing. ^ 
the fact that six thousand people in Hew York have left the 
Coranmnist Party and a like number thoughout the rest of the 
country s it is obvious that what is left of the Party is a 
Left wing and there is no more Right wing element 



LXGffiFOGf eaid that there may b© Right trends within * 
the Left wing^ but today the American Communist Party is a 
Left oriented Party* Sb P where then is the Right revisionist 
thinking? Among the leadership^ those who constituted the 
vocal Right and those who tended to follow and vote with the 
Right have either resigned ©r in one way or another left the . 
Party o Therefore^ there is no baeis for saying that Right 
revisionism constitutes the main danger to the American Party* 

LXGffiPFOOT then challenged anyone in attendance at ' 
this meeting to point to a single a®t or dogma advanced by 
the Party which could b@ interpreted as a Right revisionist 
concept o 

/;y : ^ . LXGH00FOOT then introduced an amendment to the majority 

iijjjeport, which, bp said, if approved, would permit him to accept 
'the majority reporto This amendment is as follpwsg 



• 




* 



"We reaffirm the following re commendations of 
the 16th National Contention To end its isolation 
and expand its mass work^ the main task of the 
Party today is to overcome completely the influence 
of Left sectarian policies and tactics in all 
fields of work In the process of carrying out 
the main task** the Party must struggle against 
existent Right opportunist tendencies ,, combatting 
them at all times This is especially necessary 
in view of the extremely sharp turn which the 
Party is now making in many of its basic policies 
The necessary struggle against Right opportunist 
errors must be carried on in such a way as not 
to weaken the main task*** 

LIGHTFOOT e^hasi^ed that while he recognizes there 
are some Right revisionist trends* Left sectarianism is the main 
danger to the Communist Party at the present time D 

LIGHTFOOT then pointed out that a number of people 
h^ire left the Party feeling that it had no future and could 
not play a vanguard role G LIGHTFOOT &aid that he will not 
leave the Party nor will he leave a leadership position*. He 
said that he strongly encourages a reorganisation of leader- 
ship^ encourages a national consultative conference , and 
encourages any action that will bring an end to this inter- 
minable debate o He said that they may accept or reject him 
in the future ^ but. he hopes that a leadership can be found that 
will bring about a change for the better*, LIGHTFOOT said that 
he does intend to leave the day-by-day active leadership ? but* 
will not depart, from the policy leadership* He indicated that 
he intends to resign from the National Executive Committee 5 but 
not the National Consaitteeo He intends to give up the posi- 
tion of Chairman in the Illinois* Communist Party District 

LIGHTFOOT concluded his statements by saying that we 
need a reaffirmation of the decisions of the 16th Rational 
Convention*, Ideas are not valid one moment and invalid the - 
next* Then he quoted from the National Convention statement, 
which said that Left sectarianism had been the main danger for 
a considerable periods He said that certainly nothing has 
occurred singe that time to make Right opportunism the main 
danger and to bring it on a par with Left sectarianism*. For 
this reason^ he would have to reject the majority report which 
equally emphasises the dangers of both revisionism and 
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sectarianism* Regarding the minority report 9 he is in total 
disagreement with its finding that revisionism is the main danger, 

Remarks of JAMBS WEST, 

I I stated that he is heartened by the feeling 
that we are now reaching some clarity, even though we have not 
reached unity* Clarity is a major step in obtaining unity* 
He said that several amendments were na££gsary to make the 
majority report totally acceptable* |__|said that the 
majority report* in his opinion,, dealt a little more clearly 
with the present crisis in the Party than the minority report* 

I I then read a list of amendments which he -had pre- 
pared and which were to be considered as. amendments to the 
majority report* It was decided that the amendments would not 
be voted on at this time but would be voted on after the dis~ 
cussion* 

gemark s of FRED FINE 

FRED FINE stated that both the majority and minority 
reports admitted that the Party crisis is grave It is grave 
because our isolation has grown* He said that many persons 
have appointed themselves guardians of the 16th National Con- 
vention decisions^ shading these decisions to fit t^eir own 
viewpoints* Those in the Left faction shade the National 
Conventiop decisions to the Left in their interpretation, and 
those in the Right shade the decisions to the Right it* inter« 
pre ting them* From both sides there is much hue and cry that - 
the 16 th National Convention decisions were not clear, decisive, 
and did not resolve anythingo In order for changes to occur, 
there must be objective reasons for either the Right or Left 
forces to become dominant* 

FINE saidp Let us examine the objective situation* 
If we work on a theory that objective bases exist for- the dev£l« 
opment of a Right opportunist danger within the Party, then 
let us examine these objective bases* 

Firsts we face a situation where unemployment has 
risen c Does this seem to be an objective situation for a Right 
danger? To the contrary ^ history shows that the Party*- ? 
opportunities for leading the masses are greatest in these 
periods* Then the consistency of attacks against the Party 
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fhave abated and lessened considerably, which would again seem 
to be an objective basis for development of a Left rather than 
a Right shift* In questions of civil rights, there have been 
many significant strides forwardo This is an objective fact 
which would seem to negate the claims of the Left that there 
is a Right danger o 

FIUE challenged anyone to show one single factor or 
point in our peace movement that could be termed Right revision- 
ism* In labor , in civil rights, and in every ma jor struggle 
throughout the country, the situation *is ripe for raising 
Left slogans o The theory of a Right danger does not have a 
base* In looking at the over-all subjective factors, every- 
thing seems to negate the concept of a Right opportunist danger* 

FINE continued by stating that you have the situation 
in which GATES,, MX and CLARK,, the most eloquent spokesmen of 
the Right * left the Party and with them significant sections 
of the Party o In considering the labor policy statement , it 
is impossible to say that this is a Right opportunist state- 
ment* All of the factors add up to prove that objectively 
^* there is no Right danger and the feeling that there is exists 
V>1 only in the minds of the extreme crusading Lefto We have a 
crusading Left within the Party,, who have taken on to them« - 
selves the role of purgers* The purge is going on, gentlemen* 
but I warn you^ that I and people like- myself will not leave 
the Party » You cannot purge us e You have devastated and 
decimated the Party in an attempt to accomplish your ends; 
Purge, -if you will,, but what you will end up with is no Party 
at all, and history will not reward you but will condemn you c 
For at a time when America needs a dissenting voice, needs a 
militant workers* Party , these purgers frustrate and hogtie 
the Party , rendering it impossible to play any vanguard role* 

PD3E was extremely emotional in delivering his remarks, 
which were directed toward the ultra-Left faction in the 
Illinois Districto 



Remarks of 



[ 



.said that we must develop our methods of 

work in such a manner as to " end our isolation* We mini develop 
our vanguard role* I I said that revisionism certainly exists 
and is certainly being vigorously fought by the crusading Lefto 
Possibly the Left can be called crusading* but this occurs because 
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of an absence of any action ©r participation by the Party" 
itself o It arises out of a vacuum and since no one Is react« 
ing to objective factors In our society, It is only normal 
that the most vocal and eloquent elements would take the lead* 
This is a tragedy and something to be corrected,. The only " 
solution is to activate the Party so that It has a program and 
approach which would make it impossible for one faction to 
dominate 



disagreed with FRED Fim 9 and stated that his 
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tactics In attempting to show that the objective factors do not 
favor the Right could also be used by the Left In showing that 
they are not favorable to the Lefto Any of the objective fac~ 
tors listed by FINE would be equally valid on either side of 
the fence 9 whether Right or Lefto 



Remarks of. 



said that revisionism Is the main dan° 
The 16th National Convention provided us no clear-cut 
line or direction* As a result 9 the main danger Is Right 
revisionism and our leadership does not have the confidence 
of the Left forces 
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]said that CLATTDE LIGHTFOOT was correct" in- 



stating that the Illinois Communist Party District may accept 
or reject lalrn^ and his continuation in a leadership position 
would depend on the positions he takes D 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT at this point stated that It Is true 
that he can be removed from a leadership position, but not by 
this body He holds and Is elected to a national leadership 
position? by national forces, and these are the only forces that 
can remove him 
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] continued that we must get do wn to wor k. 



but should face every controversy with an open mlnd< 

notwithstanding, voted with the ultra°Left without exception. 
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said that we have to go to work Before 
LIGHTFOOT* s and FINE«s statements can be refuted, the Left must 
convince us that their position is correct <, LIGHTFOOT and FINE 
have reached the correct conclusion, unless the Left provides 
us with more convincing arguments* x . 

e» Q cs» 
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_ stated that both the majority and minority 

reports present facts, which are similar facts, but their con« 
elusions differ c How can you equate whether there is a Right 
or a Left danger without a yardstick? In the past, you were 
always able to measure deviations based on a Party position, 
and those who deviated one way or the other were easily recog~ 
nisedo Today , there is no clear-cut Party direction on any- 



thing and, therefore i 

Right or Left trends, 

Party to take a position on the main issues of the day and 
thereby provide a yardstick by which deviations can be measured c 



ft 1fl. impossible to recognise either 
said that she strongly urges the 



Remarks of 



said that he is in absolute agreement - 
with the minority report* He said that the Left is crusading, 
but this is because no one else is doing anythingo The Party 
has to answer %he questions of the guys in the mill 9 The 
Party jnust take a position and the Left crusades because the 
Party refuses * This State Committee must answer the problems 
of the workers o 



then cited examples that had occurred in 

contacts with nonparty workers Those workers who ride- with 
me say that they are with me, but when I try to get them to 
explain their positions on certain issues, they point to 
threats against them c Many of these guys are comrades in 
many ways, but they take action against Negro people simply 
from: fear;, This, gives them a ^ense of security Here the Party 
has been very, very lax in not providing these people answers 
to their questions e 



Remarks of 



I I stated that we cannot lead the workers 
because we have not learned how to give leadership „ GATES 
floundered on the same rocks as BROWDER in* his struggle against 
dogmatism* GATES was a sincere individual, who had many logi» 
cal approaches to various questions 9 but in the fight against 
dogmatism he .ea^aitted himself to flounder in the s§me manner 
as BROWDERo I I said that he support s the amendment of 
LIGHTPOOT and will vote for it* I I remains as one of the 
few remaining Right of Center persons in the Illinois District,, 
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Remarks of SAM KUSHNER 



SAM KUSHNER stated that he wants to retain our Party 
and common sense without floundering on the rocks of sectarian-* 
ism We have less people in Sections today than we used to 
have in clubs CLAUDE L1GHTP00T was correct in stating that 
there was more revisionism before the 16th National Convention 
than after vC Some of our comrades have assumed the role of 
champions of the Convention decisions 9 but they always shade 
them in their direction*. The danger exists in both directions <> 
He said that he is completely opposed to revisionism*, 
Revisionism^ however , exists not only on the Rights but also 
on the Left* Our comrades shoul4 specifically state their 
true opinions and not lay back waiting to pounce He said 
that he has been in the Communist Party all of his mature life 
and has -always fought against anarchy <, He would recommend 
moving the Communist Party headquarters to Chicago and not 
permit this issue to become a political footballo We should 
move the headquarters to Chicago 9 regardless of factional 
motives o Let us not retreat into the pasto 

Remarks of EARL DURHAM 

EARL DURHAM said that he agreed with the majority 
report c The document very correctly places the general task 
of the Comnmnist Party as overcoming the present isolation 
If revisionism is the impeding force 9 let us fill the vacuum 
which makes revisionism possible Pill the vacuum with concrete 
action e Only in getting down to work $md testing our theories 
in the field of battle will we be able to come to any correct 
decisions « -This is the cause for our i eolation * 

Remarks of | | 

I 1 said that the Communist Party can be 

just as isolated with a revisionist policy as with a sectarian 
policy o 

At this time* PRED PIKE Jumped up and said that h e 
took exception to this statement He asked I I if 

this was the decision of the ?th Congress e 
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, , said that her theory is that tailing 

behind the workers and not doing anything is revisionism and 
opportunism^ and this creates isolation She said that purging 

<*> 10 « ' \ 




should not be permitted, but maintains that revisionism is the 
main danger facing the international working class movement 
todajo 



Remarks of 
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said that we must fight for a Party posi» 
tion* Too many comrades have developed such hard and fast 
Party positions that it is impossible for them to think ration- 
ally o She resents being placed iii the position of having to 
adopt either a Right or Left position The whole theory of 
democratic centralism needs to be clarified* How can we grope 
for answers and consider questions within the framework of 
democratic centralism*. We are not in a position to purge any« 
one ? but rather we should be concerned with recapturing those 
we have losto She concluded by stating that we have to struggle 
on both sides, against both extremes 

Remarks of LESTER DAVIS 



LESTER DAVIS compared this situation to one wherein 
a house -is burning down and two rival fire engine companies 
deliberate as to who has the responsibility^ and all the' while 
the house is burning*, A similar situation occurs where a 
Right and Center fielder try to decide who should catch the 
ball 5 while it drops between them* He said he would rather 
not vote on either of these reports because he does not feel 
they are going to solve the problems? 

DAVIS said that when he joine.d the movement it was 
a forward moving^ progressive organisation^ but today it has 
degenerated into a debating society* History will not recall 
whether the Party took a Right or Left position on these ques- 
tions^, but whether they had any impact on the affairs of the 
era D The main danger is neither Right nor Left, but inactivity* 
Everyone appears to have a closed mind and no one has changed 
his position one iota c The workers are not concerned whether - 
we are Right or Left, but what is our position on Negro rights ^ 
open housing^ the Ghicago fires 9 taxes 9 and the problems 
affecting them DAVIS said that he would urge that neither 
report be adopted^ since the side that lost would consider 
themselves victims and would engage in further Pactional fight s< 

Remarks of 
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took issue with LESTER DAVIS^ stating 
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that we cannot struggle around questions witho ut having correct ^6 
ideological lines* She said that she respects | | b7c 



^ 



self ^critical approach^ and feels that more of us should be 
self«critieal She said that she agrees vehemently with the 
minority report Others should have the courage to take a 
position 

Remarks d£ FLO HALL 

FLO HALL said that she agrees with the majority report 
and does not want to be thought of as taking either an extreme 
Left or extreme Right position* We must solve the problems of 
bringing the role of the worker into sharper focus D She said 
that adoption of EARL DUMIAM^s position would not stand up 9 
since "neither position is flexible , enough to test theories 



Remarks of [^ 



said that the forces of the world 

are divided into two camps =»«* Capitalist and Communist* In 
reference to the current debate $ he does not want to be a 
General without an army c There are all types of conflicting 
documents ^ many coming from Sections in industry In all fair- 
ness y the concept that the Party is unable to act must be 
defeated* The Party is capable of assuming a role in the 
struggles of the workers 



Then ensued a heated debate on which report to vote 
for, first o 

One group advocated that the amendments should be 
voted on first* 

LESTER DAVIS said that this could not be done without 
first stating whether the amendment was to amend the minority 
or majority report He proposed that from a parliamentary * 
standpoint 3 the correct procedure would be to vote one of the- 
reports up or down and then*- if the first report was defeated^ 
the second report would be made the order of business 'Amende 
ments to this report would then be considered * It was agreed 
that this procedure would be followed* 



then stated that he would agree to 
03 12 *=» 
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withdraw his minority report and approve t he majority report b ^ 
if the amendments previously ^Introduced by I I were b/c 

voted on, approved and made a part of the majority' report* A 

FRED PIKE then Jumped from his seat again and said 
that this was ridiculous* since any report could be amended by 
an opposing group which would make the report acceptable to 
them, but whiph would then make the report inacceptable to - 
the original proposers « 

It was decided that the minority report would be 
voted- on first because it was the last one presented* 

The minority report was defeated by a vote of 7 for, 
15 against^ and no abstentions* Those voting for the minority 
report were the individuals who yan be characterized as taking 
a fay Left pcmi felon, and include 
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At this time, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT*s amendment was pre~ 
J sented]as a separate resolution* In effect, it would have 
amended the majority report* This amendment was defeated by 
a vote, of 7 for, llv against, and one abstention* Those voting 
for the LIGHT FOOT amendment ' were CLAUDE LTGH TFOOT- PREP m m, b6 

LESTER DAVIS. I l and, as recalled. \ I These b7c 

individuals compose the Middle or slightly Right of Center fac- 
tion on the Illinois State Committee , although SHARPE has pre~ 
viously held a Left position,, The other two voters are not known© 



I I then presented a series of amendments' to 
the majority report* The following are the amendments to the 
majority reports 

Add to end of 6th paragra ph, page l g 

"At a time when differences and confusion 
on basic principles exist in the Party, the Party 
must preserve and fight for its existence and 
unity on the basis of the organizational princi- 
ples of Marxism^Leninism^ It Is these principles 
which provide the basis for resolving differences 
and to insure that differences over principle are 
not allowed 1 to degenerate into unprincipled fac« 
tional struggle * It Is a tragic feature of our 
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Party In a situation that there has been a breaks 

down In democratic centralism and a rise of suicidal 
factionalism!* The principles and practices of 
democratic centralism must be restored immediately 
and all factionalism rooted out*** 

The above amendment was approved by a vote of 13 for^ 
Ij. against 9 and 3 abstentions This was a conciliatory amend« 
ment and created a great deal of unity It came the closest 
to breaking the deadlock between the ultra-Left and the Middle 
or Left of Center forces* 

AftfiJi^ paige 38 

**The Marxlat-Leniniat Party must at all times 
wage a struggle on two front s» Does this mean 
there is no sweh thing as a main danger? Bb 
The main danger is the on© we cease to fight 
against at any given moment* At this hour in 
the life of em? Party 9 defeatism* capitulation 
and revisionism are the main dangers 6 These 
immediate dangers occur against the background 
of our historic ta$k of overcoming Isolation B 

This amendment «raa defeated by a vote of 9 for and 
13 against o This amendment was an effort to characterise 
revisionism as the main danger 

Insert ^ last paragraph*, page 2 9 7th line from 
bottom w here se ntence c oncludes 1? Marx ist Method** , 

^The development of an autonomous road to 
Socialism" in the USA - whi&h is the task of "the 
CPUSA - cannot occur In opposition or contradic- 
tion to the principles of international solid- 
arity or in opposition to the objective fact 
that the pivpt of that international solidarity 
is the firsts moat experienced and strongest 
land of Socialism - Soviet Union. n 

This amendment was approved by a vote of 10 for* 1 
against* and 9 abstainingo LXGHTF00T was the only Individual 
to vote against this amendment 
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Add to point %« page _ If » the following 

lf Thi& conference ^ called In accord with, the 
Party Constitution - must be empowered to make 
such changes In the EEC and the BAG as will unite 
the Party on sound Marxist ^Leninist principles 

as understood by that conference <> M < 

This amendment passed by a vote of 10 for, 3 against % 
and 6 abstaining 

Add an additional resolution on page \ of 

report as follows g 



■^ 



"The Illinois State Committee reaffirm its 
support to 16th Convention decision to move the 
National Center to Chicago and urges this be done 
with the least possible . delay 1 * 

This amendment passed by a vote of 1? for, 1 agslnpt-j 
and 3 abstaini ng* The one vote against this amendment was 
believed to be I I 



he 
then introduced a resolution calling b7c 



for the Illinois State Committee to urge the Communist Party 
national Committee to call a special convention to consider 
the present problems o This resolution was passed by a vote of 
9 for, 7 opposed and £ abstentions 

A vote was then taken on the majority report as 
amende d^ and passed by a vote of 34 for P 5 against , and one 
ab stention* Those voting against this report were believed to 
be J 
anc 



be 

b7C 



L 



Discussion Abound **The Worker 18 " and 
Illinois Conra^i^ 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT spoke on "The Worker 1 * drive, stating 
that we cannot debate defeatism out "of existence but piust fight 
it outo In Illinois^ we have been able to maintain circulation 
of "The Worker" as the reeults of the efforts of a few people 
This State Committee must adopt the position that this "The 
Worker" drive must be carried through* ' The weekend of March 

- 15 - /\ 
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lf>«l6, 19£8 must be a period of complete mobilisation in which 
every Party member will participate The State Committee has 
the primary responsibility to see that this mobilisation is 
carried through* 

LI£H3?F00T said that around the registration there 
is no certainty that ^e will register 10^000 nationally as was 
assumed* In Illinois, th© estimate of TOO* unless there is a 
radical change 9 will not b© reached* We have registered 28 
out of a division where once there were 2^000* LIGHTFOOT 
appointed a, special committee 9 composed of EARL DTJRMM* * LESEER 
DAVIS and himself , to complete South Side registrations, with 
special emphasis placed on the South Side and Picking Sections * 
Both of these Sections are lagging far behind their respective 
goals o 



t 
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said that she is very happy and pleasantly 

surprised to see .the attention that is being given "The Worker 11 * 
She is elated that w The W6rker ?! v problems have been elevated 
to a substantial stage on 'the agenda c She said that much work 
has to be done to carry out area mobilisation* She said that 
she was happy to report that the last **The Worker 1 * affair 
raised $600 to $700 and by so doing we reached our $£,000 
quota* 



Remarks of 
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said that the registrations should have 
been completed fey, the end of January , 1958 « She said that the 
clubs are not going out and registering those people not attend- 
ing meetings* The registering of only those people we see must 
stop * 
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said that we must arrange to get the 

paper to those tfho will not permit it to come to their homes*, 
We can obtain many subscriptions if we ean make sueh arrange-*' 
ments* Every club has the. responsibility of seeing that this 
drive is successfully eompletedo 
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-said that in his Section only five indi- 
viduals have not as yet registered, and they will be registered 
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by the end of the weeko He al$o challenged anyone on the State 
Committee to obtain more l8 Th© Worker** subscriptions from his : 
plant than he will obtain from hiSc 

Remarks ©f SAM KUSHiHER 



CTiyiwu eaw a— M 



Rema rk^ of | I 

| | said that the registration is eom« 



pleted in his Section except for one individual 9 who is presently 
in the hospital* 

Remark s ©f I I 

"I said that the Flynn Section is now re g« 



istered 100$ 6 

l At this tim®^ a, motion was mad© t© approve the pre< 
vious statements as a means for ending discussion on these 
topics o This motion was approved* 

Discussion on Chicago South Side 
Fires an d m Open Housing Legislation 

Remarks of S&MJOJgHBER 

SAM KtTSHHER said that on the subject of the disastrous 

coiSDKDjfflKK"' 



SAM KWSHHER said that figures are misleading* Three 
Sections have done most of the work around n The Worker** drive 
He said that at the United Auto Workers Convention « a number - 
of workers were observed reading the ?l Daily Worker 6 « In faet, 
more than any other paper He' said that the situation has 
changed in our Party* There was a time when industrial Sections *§f 
used to constitute 10$ of the membership and 20$ of the sub- 
scriptions e Ifow, the industrial Sections have 20$ of the mem- 
bership and 10$ of the subscriptions* 

KDSHHEH said that he" is p happy to report that the 
District now has an Editorial Committee^ composed of nine staff 
people * Some militant industrial workers are completely des- 
titute and we have to entourage gift, subscriptions There 
are £0 to 70 people floating around who have not been contacted 
for some time and we have to consider methods for contacting 
them* 
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fires that have occurred in the South aide Megro area, the Com« 
munist Party has reeogni^ed the need for aetion and has pre- 
pared a .leaflet whieh Is presently at the press being printed* 
There are 10 P 000 ©opiea being printed and money* will be needed 
to pay the printer D 

KUSH13ER stated that the GommmlBt . Party should pro- 
vide support for the Holman«De spree Bill^ whioh ©alls for open 
,oemipaney HOLM&N and DESPRES are Ohieago City Goun©ilmen ? 
tsho have recently proposed su©h legislation* 0?hls legislation 
is still in the talking stage and a Bill has not yet been 
Introduced in the City Counell, KUSHSER said that HOLMN 
I told him that the Bill would not be introduced until sufficient 
labor leaders had been contacted and thirty ©©^sponsors were 
obtained o 



* 
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] stated that h© hag heen in toueh with 



Councilman DESPRES ^ who said that they were trying t© line up 
support around su©h a Bilio A 'Bill would not be introduced 
until it was fe lt that there was enough support to have it 
passed* I I said that the Party should make the obtaining 
of such support one of £ts main tasks* 
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I 1 stated that there has been a lot of confusion 
around this proposed legislation because the Paeking union"has 
been in touch with HOLMMT, who Indicated to them that he was 
reluctant to sponsor this Bill c The Packing District Council 
wants to support the Bill, but ©an take no aetion because there 
is no legislation pendingc 

Other B usiness 

dEMJDE LIGH3?F00T at this time requested quick action 
on a number of things ^ noting that It was getting late* 

LXGHTFOOT said that he would reeoamiend that the 
Plynn resolution be re ferred to the I llinois Communist Party 
Board* He had invited \ | to this meeting in anti- 

cipation that the Plynn resolution would be heardo Since there b?c 
was insufficient time at this meeting, he wanted this to be 
taken up by the State Board 9 where it would receive proper 
attention v / _ 
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This recommendation by LIGHTFOOT was approved© 



* 



Discussion Concerning Illinois Communist 
Party Negro Conf erence . 

■■ *""¥ « " W i -mr .iii 'jW ii ■!■ ■■ ■ m i i i i n run ■, m i.'i n n i wl rr.^ l. r. ,* , r. n .. T . nm r. rr ■» ! ■ i mi i « i m i ■ n i nC^ M 

CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT then referred to an Illinois con- 
ference on Negro worko This conference is to be held in 
Chicago on March 2* 19j?8 LIGHTPOOT said that every club in 
the District should have at least one member in attendance 
Preparing for this conference should be one of the main tasks 
of the Party at the present time 9 

At this time the question was raised as to where the 
conference would be heldo 

LESTER DAVIS* who has the responsibility of obtain- 
ing a location for this meeting* said that it has not yet been 
determined how many individuals would be in attendance, how 
much money could be spent 9 and the general locality for the 
meetingo H 

CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT said that the meeting room should 
be large enough to accommodate 75 to 100 people ^ but made no 
mention of cost or location© 

Discussion Concerning Activities of 
House Committ ee on Un-America n Act ivities 

It was mentioned that the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities is presently conducting hearings in Gary* 
Indiana* on the Communist infiltration of the steel industry 
Everyone was urged to attend a meeting at the Essex Community 
Church on Monday evening * February 10 g 1958 This is Reverend 
WILLIAM BAIRD»s church* I I and other individuals 

interested in civil liberties will be in attendance as speakers 
at this affair* and will discuss HCUA investigations <> 

Finances 
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CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT said that the financial picture is 
worse jtjhan ever The organisation fund is not coming in* 

Concluding Comments 

fyi<M« M »»i—»ni— »i j ; H > m i^ — ^p ^ t ill) ( 3 HH 

MILT COHEN said that the main issue confronting the 
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Communist Party today and the thing that bothers him the most 
is the failure of the Communist Party to attack the peace ques« 
tion* The Party must speak out on the peace question^ using 
its dwn name* 

It was announced that there will he a Taft«Hartley 
fund-raising me eting on February 1$, 19£8^ at the residence of 



: 



]then said that at a previous State 
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Committee meeting it had been decided that the Communist Party 
would hold three seminars The subcommittee that had been 
Established had made arrangements to hold these seminars 9 and 
they are as follows g 



(1) 



* 



On March 21, 1958 9 there will be a city-wide 
meeting open to Party members at which the sub- 
ject of the economic situation and the labor 

program would be discussedo The_£aaim22sd 

speakers would be. FRED PXME and 
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(2) A seminar would be held on April 12, 1958 , on 
the 12 party statement 

(3) The finkl seminar would be held in May, 1958, 
' and wou^Ld have as it subject, n The Welfare 

State"/ ALEXANDER BXTTELM&N would be one of 
the speakers and there would be someone selected 
to oppose his position 

OIATTdSb LK2ITF00T then stated that the following action 
has been taken by the Political Action Committee of the Illinois 
Communist Party State Boards The members of this committee " 



and 



are SAM KUSHHER j , 

himselfo He said that a Political Action Committee for the 
i District has been organised and it is suggested t hat the~Tollow« 
ling persons serve on this committees V \ Chairman? 
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LIGHTPOOT's recommendation was approve d 6 
The meeting concluded at approximately $%)£ p M c 
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SAC, Minneapolis (100-6379) 

SA 



February. 49, 1958 



CARL ROSS 
(IS -C) 



PURPOSE : .■;■;-.',;•-/■'-.'.' \ ..,-.-. ' : •" r '"• ' . '-'\, ., ,.',".' / 

, To record information contained in a written renbr t dated 
February 5, 1958, received' personally: f rbm I I, who 

has furnish ed reliabl e information in the pagfc, hy sa i i 

\ I on February 5, -1958* Informant was contacted in 



the, vicinity of 9th Street and Hennepin /Avenue* Mi nneapolis 
Minnesota, informant's written report ,i& filed as I 

1 ..'■■' Vv- • '.- •' ;■„ '-■'■■".'■ ::.- •• - , ••>• "... 



DETAILS: 







Informant's report is set out verbatim; 

■ .- •"',.' V"^.'-,.v'.:!" . .'"' ; "'"•'<■ 'V>v-',':"ifpis mnn .v. ■-•■ .■' 

; #: ; . .-.; •'"'•;,, , • • '• / .. . • '; ^Febr. 5, 1953 • 

"On this date CARI* BOSS Secty of JBinhesota District- 
of the Communist Party advised that next week he , ' 
would attend a meeting i^ Hew York City. He stated . 
that at . this meeting his group planned, to, bring 
about pressure to have National Office of C. P. moved 
to Chicago. He stated that he expected quite a 
fight from the left group on this: issue.. - He also., 
stated that the membership figures for New York 
totalled 7000. last year. They have registered up- 
until this date 1000 members h he feels that the 
x pairty wili be extremely, lucky to attain a total of 
3000 in Hew York on its current-registration i 

' " 0-fc. ! i£JL, 
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s in designated files* 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



w 



TO : 


SAC, NEW YORK (1OO-26603-C4O) (#12-10) 


FROM : 


SA #? 


SUBJECT: 


CP, USA 
BRONX COUNTY 
IS-C 



DATE: 2/21/56 



Identity of Source 

Date of Acti&ty 
Date Received 
Receivad by 
Original located 



who has furnished 



reliable info in past (conceal) 
1/21/53 
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Utmost care must be used in handling and reporting 
the following information in order to protect the identity 
of the informant. 



By report dated 1/25/58, [ 



] furnished 



information regarding a meeting of the Kingsbridge area of 
the Northwest Bronx Section of the CP held 1/21/58. 

A oopy of informant's report follows: 
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Report Communist Party U, S. A" 
Activities 



Jan. 25, 1958 



A meeting of the Kings bridge area of the Northwest Bronx 
Section of the Communist Party was hell on .Tan. 21st, 1958 at 



the apart. of[ 
N.Y. 



]at 



IP- 2lst, 
J Ave. , ] 



Bronx, 



Thfi following marnhftTiH wara nwaani: at frhi.q mflftfcing; f 



I IPola fage-ovar 

65 years 1. Pauli ne Caee-over SO years).! [ 

Also present was I I Bronx County press director and 

I I organizational secretary of the N.Yl State 
Communist Party. 



chaired the meeting . 



The chairman asked for a report from the Reg istration 
Committee of the area <| I) to make a short 

report on the registration. Lee reported that everyone 
present here were registered. Some other members who were 
registered couldn't come to this meeting for different 
reasons . 
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i reported that she has registered some; she has tried 

to reregister some of those who left the party but "I will 
have to see them again and again. I am not sure if txiey 
will reregister. " 



] reported that she was unable to contact some comrades 



but she is s ure that she will eventualy register \;hem. She 
claimed th at I I and her husband (reside at | | 

Bronx,, N.Y.) "as far as I can judge will 



not r egister. They are under the influence of I I and 
I | who left the painty a few months ago . But I will keep 
on trying ana I will try to see all other comrades within 
the next two weeks . " 
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The chairman introduced ! I "who will talk on the b7c 

ideological differences in the party and where are we going 
from here on?" 



said that he could talk a whole month on the 

subject outlined by the chairman but "I'll start from 'Where be 

are we going from here on? 1 I whish I knew the answer. b?c 

I realy don't know. Our party is quite disorganized and we 

are still groping in the dark. There is an improvement in 

party work in the last few months but we are still far away 

from being the real effective force in the struggle for 

Socialism in our country," 

On the question of ideological differences in the party he 
said that the differences are still "very sharp ♦ I lined up 
with the majority of the National Committee (C.P t ) which is 
the minority in the State Committee (N.Y.C.P,). We belive that 
Socialism can be achieved in the United States by peaceful 
means . " 

He spoke of Marxism as a "living theory which should be 
adjusted to conditions and changes" and that "the achievement 
of socialism in the United States must not follow the exact 
pattern of the Russian or the Chinese revolution. The 
dictatorship of the proletariat might take on intirely 
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different form than the dictatorship of the proletariat took 
in Russia following the great Bolshevick revolution. 
Because of the different* economic, tecHnical and political 
conditions which exists in our country leads me to bel ive 
that we can achieve socialism by constitutional means . Since 
the Bolshevik revolution the world situation has changed 
drastically. The world is definitely going socialist and 
America will not be able to stay alone in a socialist world* 
It is clear that the American road to socialism is* much 
different from the Russian struggle for socialism which was the 
first socialist revolution in the history of mankind. Naturaly 
that the dictatorship of the proletariat in the Soviet Union 
had to take the form that it took but this doesn't mean that 
the dictatorship of the proletariat will have to be applied 
in the United States in the same form as it was in Russia or 
in 'China. I recognize the fact that the Communist Party is 
the vanguard party of socialism in this country but because of 
a changed world situation we might even allow the existence 
of different political parties after we achieve socialism 
in the United States. 11 

He underlined that u Marxism-Leninism must remain our guiding 
spirit in the struggle for Socialism in America but we must 
apply Marxism to the American scene of today and not to 
apply it dogmatically to the hundred years ago 
when Marxism was formulated , Engles himself wrote that the 
Marxist theory is only a blue-print and that changes will 
have to be made from time to time . " 

He spoke of Socialist democracy in the United States which 
will, after achieving socialism, be in a position to extend 
civil rights to all the people even to those who oppose 
socialism. No one group or party will t>e in & 
position to hurt us because the working class will be 
the dominating power in the country/' 
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He stated that those in the C.P, who oppose this theory are 
"dogmatically following Marxism of one hundred years ago 
and are trying to apply it to the American' scene and to a world 
situation in which almost half of the world is allready living 
under socialism and the sputnicks are circling the Earth ♦ As 
Communists we are realists and we must S3e things as they are. 
We must recognize the changes that are taking place and apply 
our theory accordingly, n 

He said that as far as the C.P. is concerned "the party is still 
disoriented. We still keep on loosing members" He said that 
socialism cannot be built here without a strong C.P. "The 
rebuilding of our party is our main problem today, I belive that 
this should be the main concern of all of us - the leadership 
and the membership . " 

He also asked everyone to participate in the building of 

"The Worker" and "we must do our outmost to renew the publication 

of the Daily Worker," 



I made an appeal to start working on getting subs for 
The Worker. He said that the sub drivo is officialy starting 
on February 1 st but he urged the members to start getting subs 
immediately stating that "we can not have an effective party 
without a press." He also callecT on the members to raise funds 
for The Worker. 
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On the call of the chairman fo 
followin g membe rs gavfi y on^y* 



$300, 



jnone 
J - $ 



:>00 




The money was turned over to [ 



for The Worker the 
- $10oo, I h $50Q. 
$10oo, pola $2oo # 



] who aid after the 



meeting that he will turn over this money to the Bronx county 
committee "which has to make good a loan of $2,000 which the 
B.O.C. made when it gave to The Worker $2,000." 



The was a dis cussio n on | 1 talk. Th$ majority 

was against t he I "linfcreneta tion of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. I I r ha had that " sputnick or no 

sputnick the dictatorship of the proletariat will have to take, 
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if we like or not* the exaflt form of itM3 meaning" and - b6 

I I claimed that M the American road to socialism b7c 

is an ilusslon which can never be translated into reality, 
Just because we are realists we must understand that the 
powerfull American capitalists will never give without a 
struggle. " 

I I said that n as a worker who is a member of the Communist 
Party for 30 years is interested only in the building of the b6 
party. Our leadership is no good. They (the leaders) didn't b?c 
do anything to unify the party since our last convention. 
The only thing they do is fighting each ot her and for this we 
pay them and I don't like. I want Comrade I I to tell them 
what I said. Tell them to stop fighting and to start 
rebuilding the party or get out and give somebody else a chance 
to do It," 

I I said! ix X will tell them. Exactly as you 

stated it." b6 

b7C 



warned that a way most found how to dissolve 



the ideological differences and It got be done quickly 
otherwise there is a danger that the C,P* will disintegrate 
to such to such a stage that it will "be i reparrabl e* 

I I agreed with this point of view. He said: "I believe 

that we must try to rebuild our party and our press while we 
continue hammering out our idological differences . We can have 
different theoretical opinions and we can work together* Our 
leadership at present is thinking in this same direction and 
we are doing everything to rebuild the party while we are trying he 
to resolve our ideological differences. " b?c 

It was decided t o hold t he next meeting of the Kingsbridge area 



C.P. at apat, at Ave., Bronx, nTy. on 

Feb. 4th, 193«- 



J. Morris 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



: DIRECTOR, FBI ,(100-3-6 9) 



DATE: 2/26/58 



FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (l00-8064l) 



SUBJECT: CP, USA - ORGANIZATION 
IS-R 



Care must te uti lized in handling and 
reporting the follo wing i nformation, since the very 
nature of this information tends to disclose 'The 
identity of a hjphly placed and sensitive informant. 



On I/27/58, NY 2179-S* advised that on 
above data*. STtt stetm hart a ^nfo^no -ji n his office 

with | ^_^^ v an # another 

individual whose identity was unknown to the informant. 



2 
2 
1 

1 
o 



Bureau ( 100- 3-6 9) (RM) 

Albany ( RM) 

Buffalo \ I (rm) 

Chicago (100-18953) (RM) 

Newark (100-4284) (OF. USA-Orga nization) (rm) 

(1-100-2974) 1 "D 

Philadelphia (lOO-iiyi^ ■ [OP, USA-Organization) (RM) 
Cincinnati (CP, USA-Organization) (rm) 
Cleveland (100- ) (CP, USA-Organization) (RM) 
Los Angeles (100-26044) (CP, USA-Organization) (RM) 

(1-100- ) (DOROTHY HEAL3Y) 
New York (100-50090) (SID STEIN) (19-1) 
New York (100-19679) ( IS ADORE VOFSY) (19-1 ) ' 
New York (IOO-80638) (CP, USA-Membership) (19-1) 
New York (100-4931) (CP, USA) (19-1 ) 
New York (100-13203) /GEORGE MORRIS) (19-1 ) 
New York (100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (19-1) 
New York (100-87211) (CP, US A- Factionalism) (19-1) 
100-80641 
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New York 
New York 



S0C:mb 
(21) 
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AnP.nrvHng fcn . hhg 1wf m-»msmfc _, fche Unknown b 7 C 

individual, prior to | I arrival and 



participation in the discussion, told STEIN the following 
relating to re-registration figures. . 

Informant reported that he was unable to 
determine whether these figures are the goal to be 
reached in the registration drive or are the actual 
count of re-registration. These figures were stated 
as follows: 

Manhattan 475 

Brooklyn 545 

Bronx 75 

Industrial 600 

Queens Expect 75 to 100 

Upstate NY Albany -4 

Schenectady-5 

:Bn££al£lnQ_ report as yet, but 



. J will make report) 

Nassau 35 (possibly) 

Continuing, the informant advised that IZZY " 
(IS ADORE W0FSY) joined STEIN and the unknown individual 
and STEIN told IZZY that he got 3 ($300?) of the 
5 ($500?) promised and will get the other 2 ($200?) in 
a few days. 

Informant reported that following STEIN'S 
statement, the discussion again returned to re -registration 
as follows: 

New Jersey 150 

Philadelphia 150 (it was stated that 

Philadelphia had 500 members) 

Ohio 460 and the comment 

was made that this figure 
would give Ohio about 70$,- 

The informant further reported that following 
the discussion on re«rep;.istration figures, it was stated 
that the Chicago (CP) asks that none of the present 
secretaries be secretaries any longer (informant speculated 
that they were referring to the 7 national secretaries 
that compose the NAC ) . 
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The informant also reported that it was 
stated that the Southern California Board endorsed 
the substance of the 12~Party Statement and 
endorsed the NEC statement on GEORGE MORRIS. 
They called on GENE DENNIS to withdraw his 

report "told him to resign" and recommended that 

the National Office move to Chicago, fit is believed 
that what is referred to here is that the California 
District has accepted the STEIN report and rejected 
the DENNIS report, and called for the resignation of 
DENNIS from his position as secretary of National 
Affairs , ) 



b6 



. , Concerning the above, NY 2010-S* advised that h n C 

on l/27/5o, was in contact with SID STEIN. 

According tG the informant, STEIN told MARTHA that he 
had heard from DOROTHY (HEALEY) last night and their 
district board (California) met with JIM JACKSON and 
FREDflNE), both there at the time. STEIN stated 
that the district board approved the NEC statement on 
the 12." He added that they also asked GENE (DENNIS) 
to withdraw his report; called for the National Center 
to move to Chicago, and for none of the present 
secretaries to be in the new set up. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

FROM 



SAC (100-18953) 
SA 



DATE: £~ Sn/rg 



SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 
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[ 



] who has furnished reliable information 



in the past, on February 10, 1958, orally advised SA 



^concerning a meeting of the CP of Illinois District 



Committee which was held February 8, 1958, at the MAR-LU Ball- 
room, 4003 West Roosevelt, Chicago, Illinois, 

This oral information was writ ten up in n arrative 
report form and subsequently returned to I I for his 
approval a nd signature. T his signed narrative report will be 
located inl 



b7D 



It is to be noted that CG 5912-S made available for 
photostating one copy each of the majority and minority reports 
which were presented at this meeting. A photostatic copy of 
each of these reports was made on February 10, 1958, and these 
photostats will be located in 10Q-18953-1B3 (212) . 
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Cleveland (RM) 
100- (HY LUMER) 
Indianapolis (RM) 
100-9316 [ 



] 
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1 - 100-8745 (CP, USA, Strategy in Industry) 

1 - 100-4317 (Cominfil, USWA-CIO) 

New York (RM) 

1 - 100-27452 (ROBERT THOMPSON) 

1 - 100-80641 (CP, USA, Organization) 

1 - 100-87211 (CP, USA, Factionalism) 

""- 100-80638 (CP, USA, Membership) 



42 - Chicago 

(Copies continued in ii) 
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xuu-044 1 

i.,:L00-2i2li3£ 
'100-3303 •{ 

100-3301 ( 
100-21073 

;iQ0 r l'7376 [ 
100-18001 . (FRED PINE) 

100-lj:631 I % I 
100-12459 (FLO HALL) 
100-21526 I 

IOO-2515 i 

100-27^8 JSAM KUSHIBR)' 

100-13332 

100-9958 

100-22078 

100-20289 

100-^749- 

100-16711 

100-19743 

100-18457 

100-12890" (KARL DTJRHAJH) 
61-867 (C LAUDE LIGHTFOOT ) 
100^9103 I I . 

100-18953 (OP, USA, Illinois District- 
IOO-I8963 (GP, USA, Illinois District- 
100-18961 (CP, USA, Illinois District- 
100-17977 (CP, USA, Illinois District- 
100-19491 (0P,t?SA, Illinois District- 
IOO-1943I (CP, USA, Illinois District- 
100-18956 (CP, USA, Illinois District- 
100-18209 (GP, USA, Illinois District- 
100-^8338 (CP, USA, Illinois District- 
100-17965 (CP, USA, Illinois District- 
100-33741 (CP, USA-Organization) 
100-3374$ (CP, USA-Member ship 
100-33f?2o" (CP,USA-0Actionalism) 
100-22011 (CP, USA, Illinois District- 
100-22007 (CP».USA, Illinois District- 

100-25191 (ICPP) 

100- (GERALDINE LIGHTFOOd?) 
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•Membership ) 

■factionalism) 

■Ihterna3w»Rela.ti 6ns ) 

■Political Activities ) 

Domestic Administration) 

■Stria tegy-In-Indus try) 

■Negro Question) 

•PfcampiLets and Publications) 

■Education) 

■Brief) 



■ PI ynn, Section) 
■South Side Section) 
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r — — ^— — ■■ — ■■ ■ ■ — ■ ■■ — ■ 

February 10, I95J8 
Chicago, Illinois 

On February 8, 1958 9 at 10:00 a m* there was a 
meeting of the Communist Party (CP) of Illinois District 
Committee in the MAR-LU Ballroom, 1+003 West Roosevelt, 
Chicago, Illinois . iThose in attendance at this meeting 
were : 


* 








LESTER DAVIS 
1 


J 




s [ 


FRED PINE 

1 








PLO HALL " 




1 




• 




SAM KUSHWER 
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EARL DURHAM 
CLAUDE LIGHTFCX 


3T 
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It was noted that I [ mentioned above, b7c . 



was a guest at this meeting since it had been proposed that 
a discussion concerning the Flynn Section, of which she 
is organizer, be held at this meeting Q The proposed agenda 
for this meeting was as follows: 

lo A subcommittee report on the internal situation 
in the CP,TJSA. 

2o Discussion of '"The Workep" subscription drive. 

3o 'An announcement concerning. thtf Congressional, 
investigation of th& £P in the Gary, Indiana^ ^rea. 

' i|. A discussion on discontinuance of the Flyiift 
f 6rums . 

f?. Good and welfare. 

I I was proposed as chairman for this 

meeting and JESTER DAVIS was proposed as secretary by 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, and these nominations were accepted 
unanimously. 

It was announced that the subcommittee which had 
been selected at the last district committee had prepared 
a majority* and minority report concerning the internal 
situation in the CP today. It was noted that a lthough others. 
were selected t o work on this subcommittee only[ 



b6 ■- 
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SAM KUSHftER, a nd I I haft actually met to discuss 

it. Furthe r J l andHKUSgNBR had prepared the majority 

report, and I I hacPprepared the minority report. It 

was decided that the individuals who presented tl^ese two 

reports would be allowed fifte^i} minutes after the presentation 

of the report in order to discuss or clarify any points 

contained in them 
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It was also announced that it would not be 
necessary to take notes on these two reports because they 
were in 'the process ,of being printed up at the time of the 
start of this meeting and copies Of them would be made 
available to all those present during the meeting. 

.bo 

presented the majority report, b7c . 



which is set out as follows: 

"ILLINOIS STATE COMMITTEE DRAFT RESOLUTION 
ON INTERNAL SITUATION 

"In the year ^ince the sixteenth national convention 
of our Party 5 the inn$3?-Party situation has greatly deteriorated. 
The crisis has -expressed itself in the ^leadership by the 
paralysis of our National Committee, and 4 n ^ iie ranks by 
the fact that thousands have left the Party*, Ideqlogically 
there is unclarifcy with little leadership to resqlve it* 
and in "the place of -practical day to day involvement on. 
the mass issues of peace* economic security and civil rights 
there is >wi<|e-spread passivity * - # * - 

"Ironically this increasingly critical situation 
in^our Party has developed at a time when objective conditions 
fbr advances on mass issues of the,4ay .a*id for our overcoming 
our isolation have,.become m,ove favorable^ Increasing oppor- 
tunities" are pre Renting themselves "foS bm> Party to integrate 
itself -with the /.working elass^ -the -ffeg^o^people and all - 
the commqn^people,vQf our nation in /t1ci$l%> ^striving -f or peace, 
for security ^against mounting unemployment and for the 
implementing and extension of the civil rights law* 

u An e6rly resolution to a number bf ideological 
questions will -give greater impetus to our participation/ 
in mass activities ^and, similarly, pur renewed practical- 
work will take* oh added meaning in the light of growing 
Marxist-Leninist the-oretical clarity* 



"There are, as an absolute minimun, thtfee 
theoretical questions to which the Party leadership and 
membership must address itself without failo To two of 
these the answers need not be long in forthcoming, while 
on the third only a profound and exhaustive study will 
provide us with sound Marxist-Leninist answers The first 
two are:< one, the character and role of our Party, and 
two, our Party *s attitude toward other Communist parties, 
to the camp of socialism and especially to the -Soviet Union* 
The third- theoretical question should deal with the nature 
of stato-monopoly capitalism in the USA today and how it 
ha^s distorted the course of ,1?he economic cycle in the 
postwar \pex?iod ~ this 'func^ajrt^ntal economic analysis as 
a basis -for a definitive Party program o - * 

"It is our conviction that our Party must base 
itself on the working class, must ^pl ay a vanguard vqVe 
both - as a party of socialist education and as a party of 
action, must have firm ideological' roots in the universally 
valid Marxist-Leninist principles as It applies and creatively 
develops these principles in accord with the class struggle 
in our country. * 

* -"Organizationally j • and -as a Party of action, this 
requires subordination of the minority to the majority after 
decisions are taken c Whil$ providing safeguards' against 
bureaucracy, our Party will organize ^responsible channels 
within it for the 'expression and examination -of dissent and 
it will prohibit factions and factional activities o 

"This means concretely rejecting Comrade Stein*s 
views on the role of our Party as published in the January, 
19£8 Party Affairs He . declares * that the vanguard role ' 
of the Communists expresses itself in taking initiatives 
as the situation requires, but that our main direction is 
to assist the labor and peopled movements to attain the 
goals they have and will set for themselves in the course 
of the present and coming struggles* 8 In the rest of the ^ 



* 



paragraph he does add to our role such undertakings as 
expanding the leading role of the working class and promoting 
the understanding of the need and the- road to s'pcialsim. 
In essence,' his position is : a re-birth of the old theory 
of spontaneity and is a* rejection of the Leninist position 
of the rqle of a vanguard party o 

1 "We< believe that we must carry on an ideological 
battle with those who call primarily for our identity with 
the mass organizations -of %he people and their- programs 
and neglect to discuss ±6i? work 'but * our . vanguard role except 
in the most nebulous >terms. Simultane ously we .must conduct 
a* campaign against those who do oaot^ face* the current facts 
of our relative isolation from the trade unions and from 
the trade unions and from the mass organizations and who 
do not^sftart from this real- premise but coricern^ themselves 
primarily with our so-called ^Independent activities^ 

"Our- job as a vanguard has this basic two-*fold . 
character: the closest and continuous contact with the 
masses- w&pre they are in their organizations; with their 
problems, -activities and programs, plus Party organization 
and. Stimulation for more advanced program and activity where 
and when- th^s is required, working skilfully in- the ranks 
and with the sections of the leadership to expose and combat 
class- collaboration policies. Thus, on the basis "of this 
t|*Q~f ol(3 approach, difficult and complex ,as it may be to 
fefllow' through, we will elevate class understanding and 
^ducat^^f^r/'spcialismo ' - , 

"To avoid distortions and ambiguities in the 
interpretation of what the sixteenth convention- of our 
Party said on the question of our relation to other parties 
and to the lands of socialism, especially the Soviet Union, 
our- Party must take a clear stajad on the autonomy of the 
various Communist parties in the world and on the simultaneous 
great need for international Gopimuni&t find working class 
solidarity. We reaffirm our recent State Gorrpittee decision 
in greeting the declaration of the twelve parties, in hailing 
its outstanding cc>nt r ihutxons., Ac. „a Jlarxi^aLani^ 
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of current developments and in calling upon the whole 
Party to -study and apply its findings creatively to our 
country o ¥e reiterate our rejection of the NEC statement 
on the twelve party declaration as carping and negaj/ive 
and lacking in appreciation of the spirit of international 
working class solidarity which permeates thatj documents * 
For Marxists there can be no basic contradiction in the 
combination of d ( eep-4eyotion to our own land with the 
spirit of working class -international-Sim, 

> "This does not mean a repetition of .past sectarian 
errors, ip. mechanically applying findings of 6ther parties 
f;o our own situation. This does not mean the abandonment 
of an autonomous position regarding, the American road to 
socialism-.* This does not mean the -elimination -of , comradely 
criticism when necessary in our fraternal relations with 
other Corpmunist parties But this attitude h$s nothing 
in -common -with captious criticsm, with, positions bordering 
on hostility to other parties or to the lands of socialism 
or with a qne~sided emphasis on our independence 1 **, if 
wfe are to present a Marxist-Leriinism program to the American 
people it must stem in large part from -a profound and pain- 
staking study of the nature of state~monopoly capitalism 
in the, USA.- The distorted form of the economic cycle in 
the post-war period; the role of armaments production; the 
conditions of relative prosperity for a majority of th6 
American : people; th0 conduct of trade' union leaders and 
of the • membership in the trade unions; the divisions among 
the giant' mdnoplies; th^ question of peaceful co^existerice; 
the growth qf current unemployment ,,-eto.v can all be more '.• 
clearly 'delineated and understbod in the light of such a, 
study guided, by Marxist-Leninist principles and the Marxist 
methods dontinued negleet of the concrete r study of this ; 
question cah { only le&d to further separation from .reality, 
to sterile dogmatism, to the deepen isolation of our Party, 
This does not mean, as some would have it, that we have 
no guide in Marxist political economy in 'the theory of the 
inevitability of crises or in Lenin* s theory of imperialism. 
With the &id of these, we must probe and deepen our concrete 
understanding-, of .Amejcilcan ^s.fcat-e -monopoly .capitalism today. 
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-"It is our belief that our Party faces today a 
two-fold danger simultaneously '- the danger of* 'rightist 1 
revisionism and the danger of 'leftist 1 ' sectarianism. We 
base ourselves on- the Marxist-Leninism .proposition thlat • 
Tpdth sectarianism and right ' opportunism have objective roots 
in the -''system undbr which ^we live, and *ttiat the .struggle , 
must be conducted* on both fronts with the main emphasis 
against th&t- which threatens the Marxist line of our Party 
at a given moment* - . 

■ /, n In the /particular situation .in pur Party tod^y, 
1q addition , to ^boijrgeois influences* and the prolonged period 
of relative prosperity, our sectarian *an$ dogmatic errors^ 
of the past and present have all given .birth to rightist 
thinking ,and r rev^siqnism 0f In turn, this .revisionism has 
further* ehtrenched^ dogmatism and sectarianism. One' has ' 
fed- the* other o Both- threaten- our very existence .as a Party, 
Both must -be combatted simultaneously « An effective struggle 
against dogmatism and left^sectarisnism demands a decisive^ 
defeat of ^the rightist &&§» r Revisionist trends in our ranks. 
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'The basically incorrect rightist direction and 
revisionist trend ; in*our j?d-pks has/fqu^d expression, on a 
numbei* qf' question^ ' »gtfowlpg in , strength -since our convention. 
In our Opinion labelling every erroneous concept of a rightist 
direction, as >outright revisionism is/ harmful D Among thqse* 
erroneous concepts, can b$> listed a watering-down of the 
role of a_vanguai»d,party;^an avoidance of ^ideological 
discussion , in the areas "pf' difference : 'with a simultaneous 
questioning of "sqme of the universally . valid Marxist -Leninist 
.prjppositior^; hesitations <tq mount ^sin ideological struggle , ■ 
against Clark . and Sates before their "'resignations-; a more. ' : 
or less formal ' approach to. tfc^eir resignations rather than 
a fundamental characterization qf what .they stood for; a 
super-critical attitude 7 to the camp of socialism ai^d 
especially the Soviet Unioji; tjhe detention of a harmful 
National Committee* position o|i thfe Hungarian events; the 
recent NEC resolution on the $welye party declaration; a 
one-sided and exaggerated approach to other socialist curreiits 
in our cquntry 
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"The leftist and dogmatic trend in our Party- 
has deep historical roots - going back t;o our very beginnings 
as a Party and even before . In recent years it has expressed 
itself, among other questions in supporting the launching 
of the Progressive Party and- fighting for its continued 
existence; ii} an inadequate study of the specif ic* features 
oT otxr nation economically and politically; in the absence 
of proper consideration of Comrade Foster f s proposal of 
the possibility of peaceful, transition to socialism in the 
USA;- in mechanically applying policies of other parties 
to our, problems ;- in an exaggerated #g Ornate of the* fascist 
dagger; in almost perennial over-estimation of the 
radicalization of the masses o Currently it finds expression 
in attempts to re-write our whole Party history i& terms 
of a struggle against revisionism; in one-sided estimates 
of the role of the trade -unions today; in grandiose plans 
for pur Pgirty; in a neglect of the study of the concrete 
situation in the USA;; in a .substitution of their wishful 
thinking for a facing up to reality* 

"Our Party f s history has been a history of struggle 
on two* fronts; against sectarianism*' for long periods of 
time and against revisionism for extended periods,, The 
declaration of the twelve Communist parties observes: 
T Dis regard c *of ^national peculiaritiqs/by the proletarian 
party inevitably l^ad^ to its divorce, "from reality, from 
the masses and is ^ound to prejudice >fjhe cause of socialism 
and, conversely, exaggeration -of *the 'role of these peculiarities 
or departure, under the pretext of national peculiarities 
from the universal Marxist -Leninist truth on the socialist 
revolution and socialist construction is just as haz*m£$l 
to <the socialist cause oo The participants in the meeting 
consider that both these tendencies should be combatted 
simultaneously. * . We believe that this proposition applies 
with equal validity to rightist and leftist directions and 
trends listed above and that the situation in our 'country 
calls for a s iiQultanaousL.. g±raaggle,. jagal 33a t "both tendencies 
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"The State Committee therefore resolves that: 

"1. The current internal situation in -our Party can best 
be characterized as consisting of a two-fold danger, - the 
danger of rightist revisionism and the ,danger of lef tigt 
sectarianism* We 'call for the organization of ideological 
discussion to surmount thdse dangers and to establish our 
party on a sound -Marxist-Beninist basis. 

"2 A dritickl and self -critical approach by the leadership 
and by individual comrades of all trends is on the order 
of the day* Subjective excuses that admission q£ errors 
may feed the *right ? or ! left* should. be rejected^ Where 
therfc is objective validity for the admission of .errors 
such a procedure can* only strengthen* the Earty ideologically c 

"3o That we reject the resolution of the State of California 
and other areas that declare that the main and only danger 
is left sectarianism. 

t! I].. That the Party must with its full resources enter into 
practical work that is already involving masses in their, 
own -organizations » The Communist Party* legislative program 
for the 8£th Congress is a good ^beginning in this direction. 
State GommitteeSi sections and clubs* might well study this 
legislative* dpcvmient, (published in the Worker, Sunday, 
January 26/ 195>8)- and work ot|t concrete proposals for 
activity on a local basis * 



"5>. Cdl^^^ga^j£^|l consultative iSiifer&iide to .meet with 
the Nationals bmmiltee on the present Party situation and 
how to remedy it. This ptati'onal conference shall b§ 
empowered to review developments since our 16th Convention 
to clear up ambiguaties in some of our resolutions, to 
correct unsound evaluations in others, to more adequately 
delineate the right' and vajevision^st danger, while not 
removing emphasis froro the cont^puing necessary struggle 
against sectarianism*, s 



• # 



n 6« National Committee to issue statement to membership 
of the Party, indicating main approach to immediate mass 
tasks and projecting plans for internal discussion on 
selective points of difference » The N.C. should make it 
clear that all, discussion is to be carried through 
organized Party procedures, pnd that no factional approaches 
will be tolerated o" 



upon it. 



Following this report commented briefly 



presented the minority >repc>rt, 



which is set out as follows: 

"Draft Illinois Statement 
(Minority) 

n l. The main feature of the present inner-party, situation 
ijs the sharply intensified conflict raging in the national 
leadership and rapidly extending tjo the^ entire organization* 
The Party ds in grave danger. Since the 16th National 
Convention, the Party has undergone its sharpest decline 
in membership and how faces its most severe crisis 

"Unlike other periods, when external causes in 
the form of attacks and pressures against the Party and , 
other objective conditions "constituted, the main cause - of 
difficulties, at present it is the subject factor which 
is -the , determinant "\ one . In f^ct, the inner crisis is 
developing . whiles the conditions around the Party are becoming 
mope 'favorable to .our growth ^nd activity •** 

n 2. The ^unity df a Marxist -Leninist vanguard Party must 
be based upon its common Acceptance of basic "pvirticl-ples 
of Marxist-Leninist -theory. fl?he past .11 months have brought 
sharply into the open the long standing ideological differences 
in the leadership of the Party These differences are the 
fundamental basis of our disunity . Subjectivity, *bad 
matters 1 , *factiohalispi ! etc. are secondary and result from 
the former d ' . 
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"Unity of our Party can be achieved only by 
placing our work upon a firm foundation of the universally 
valid principles of Marxism-Leninism e Efforts to * combat 
disunity* > by dealing only with tlje" symptoms, or hy counter- 
posing - f mass activity* as the substitute for .simultaneous 
thrashing out of these basic issues of principle can only 
result in prolonging the inner crisis, further undermining 
of the Party *s strength and influence, and stagnation of 
any real mass work* We base outselves on the following . 
Marxist -Leninism propositions: , (a) that both left sectarianism 
and right^opportunism have-objective roots in the system 
under which we live; (b) that the struggle must be corjducted 
dn both fronts,, with the main emphasis, against, that which 
threatens* the Marxist Line -of our P&rtiy at a given moment 

"3° We have witnessed a mushrooming of right revisionism 
as -represented by the positions of Gates and those who h&ve 
supported* and continue to support main -elements of his line. 
The anti-Party, anti-Marxist-Leninism character of this 
trend is clearly revealed today by the resignation of Gates 
and some of his followers, by their public attack on the 
Party, and open embracing of Browderismo . (In his interview 
with Mike Wallace, Gates declared t ? the'kfeking out of Earl 
Browder was one of the biggeat mistakes * the Party ever 
made* 1-18-58) 

( "The following \£acts, among others, point up 
right revisionism as the main danger threatening the line 
of the Party today; 

n £) The voting records of the national Committee and the 
published discussions show that the main right revisionism 
positions of Gates Save been -supported by a number of 
National 1 Committee members, and two Party secretaries, 
Comrades Pine and Stein 

"b) Gates and his followers were permitted to maintain 
effective eontrdl of the Daily Worker and to use it for almost 
a year as their ideological instrument, which incidentally, 
was a major contributory factor to the collapse of the Daily 
Worker after 3I4. years of successful publication* 
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!, c) The NEC statement on the 12 Party declaration, and its 
reversal of the position of the HAG was in essence a rejection 
of the line of the 12 Party Declaration and a departure 
from Marxist -Leninist principle, including the principle 
of international working class solidarity, which is a 
cornerstone in the struggle for peace 

n d) The Northern California District resolution is a move 
to force out of Party leadership those comrades who have 
been an obstacle, to a greater or less degree, to right 
revisionist policies, and to capture complete control of 
the National leadership for these policies 

IT e.) The failure to place the struggle for peace as the 
central, -all-embracing issue , which imposes itself into 
every phase of the political life of our country,, is perhaps 
the greatest proof of right revisionism in our leadership 
The programs, state and national,- -adapted since the 16th 
Convention, have either totally ignored the peace question 
or given it lip service as a secondary sub-point <> 

n f ) Related to the above is the common characterisitc of 
pur present line of political action, trade* unionism, and 
Negro work which has lost or blunted a class viewpoint and 
tends* to tail behind reformist leade#^hip 

"ij.o :While right revisionism has pepmeated and partially , 
demoralised the P^rty^ the f 0i*mula that * left-sectarianism 
is the main danger ? , has served as a smokescreen for the ( 
righto Every effort %o come to grips with the present .right 
danger and to objectively examine our weaknesses is blocked, 
by the repetition of this formula* : ' '** 

"£ The revisionism perspectives have disarmed the Party 
in the face of the aggressive drive of UoS imperialism . 
Our Party was not prepared for the sharpening conflicts, 
which are now unfolding* Through the McCleiLlan Committee, 
the ? right to work* law Qampaign, the Taft-Hartley * conspiracy* 
frame-ups and other means, big business is waging a many-sided 
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struggle to split and destroy the effectiveness of the labor 
movement o The worked and farmers &,$*& called upon to 
1 sacrifice 1 their standards of living in the name of the 
atomic -missile drive o The Tuskeegee Institute report and 
other studies reveal the consolidation of racist re^tion 
in "the South as well as other grave problems confronting 
the Negro people Unemployment is now a stark reality for 
millions, while other millions of presently employed workers 
are on 3 and 1| day weeks - - 
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"The woi^Ld situation is characterized by the growihg 
offensive of the peace forces against imperialism in general 
and in particular the exposure of Wall Street as the chief 
center oi* world reaction, and the was? danger • All this is 
but part of the domestic and world picture which bears out 
the conclusions of the 12~Party Declaration This Declaration, 
with its statement of the basic laws of Marxism-Leninist^ 
is -3 great contribution to the ideological unity of the 
Party*,- 

"60 Thus the objective and ideological basis exists for 
uniting the Party on a Marxist -Leninist foundation, for ; 
developing and applying a mass line .of struggle against 
XToS. monopoly- imperialism,, and for building the Party and 
extending its influence To constructively aid this process, 
the Illinois State Committee re&61Ves as follows: 

"a) We reject the revisionism proposals contained in the-. 
Northern California District resolution «s leading in fact 
to further disintegration and liquidation : of the Party as, 
a Marxist-Leninist vayiguardo ^ J . 

"b) That right revisionism constitutes at present the main 
danger to the line of the Party 

n c) In preparation of a National Conference, the widest 
ideological discussions should be organized by the membership 
&nthe main issues posed by the inner«Party crisis; on tile 
program, , of the Party in this period &f ^px>st-43.putnik political 
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crisis; on the 12 Party Declaration and the 61j. Party Peace 
Declaration, To facilitate this discussion, the State 
Committee should encourage and assist the organization of 
forums and other organized discussions , and issue .-ft state 
discussion bulletin or otherwise provide for the circulation 
of written discussion articles 

n d) In approaching the question of Party leadership, we 
recognize this question to be dependent upon the clarification 
of basic policies o Clarification of the latter and knowledge 
of the positions of leading comrades on all major political 
and ideological questions are prerequisite to a sound 
approach to any reorganization of leadership » We are 
categorically opposed to the reorganization of the NEC* and 
NAC as is currently being proposed' by the California 
resolution^ by comrade Stein and others o 

n e) The proposed National Conference should consider the 
calling of a National Convention and the steps necessary 
for the fullest participation of the membership in such 
convention H 

After completing his reading of this report, 
explained a few points contained in it in a brief 



manner . 

^Following the reading of. the pe two reports a 
general, discussion followed as to whether or not amendments 
could be^piade to either the majority or minority reports 
or whether one of the reports had to be rejected before 
amendments could be made to the remaining report . It was 
finally 'decided that *one of the reports would have to. be 
rejected, and amendments would then be allowed for the 
remaining report Jn a vote taken, the minority report 
was rejected by vote of fourteen to seven* A discussion 
then followed concerning the amendments to these reports* 
and again it was announced that it would not be necessary 
to take notes concerning these* amendments since they would 
be printed up immediately following this meeting so that 
all present would J^ave .the^^m^ndment^ in their entirety* 
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Among the amendments proposed was one by the "Left" group 
which called for the dropping out of the referre{|cfcto 
left sectarianism, which is contained in resolution Wumber* 1 
of, the majority report This proposed amendment lost by 

a vote" of fifteen to seven 

* 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT requested that resolution Number 1 
be changed to show that left sectarianism is the wors^T danger 
facing the party, as was indicated by the 16th National 
Convention (of the CP^but this proposed amendment lost 
by a vote of fourteen to seven^ with one person abstaining 
Finally a compromise amendment was approved to this resolution; 
however , the exact ^wording of ^fe4e^(was not made available 
but -will be published in 'the immediate future Other . 
amendments were proposed and approved, and these also will 
be made available *in printed form - 

<One other proposal, which was not listed in the 
majority report^ w&s 'approved by a vote of seventeen to ^ 
one. This proposal called for the moving of the CP national 
headquarters to Chicago as quickly as possible 

The: next 'item taken up was' a report on the current 
su bscription drive for * "The Worker ft A which was presented ; 
bv l I stated that tKe celebration which t " 

had been held ; , January 18, 1958^ which was "attended by ROBERT 
THOMPSON, "was a ^gre at success and a good deal' of money had 
been collected She stated that a goal of one hundred 
subscriptions had been set for the time of that meeting, 
and actually 12ij. subscriptions had heerx received, which 
was a good indication of the success of this subscription 
drive so far. I I passed out literature pertaining to 'this 
-subscription drive, which was made J available to all those 
individuals present 

CLAUDE 'LIGHTFOOT, in commenting upon I I report, 
stated that the recent Party registration drive h$d been 
a disappointment and was very unsatisf actory* He stated ; 
that in analyzing the registration records he found no 
indication of what action had been taken yto utilize n The 
Worker" in Party organizational work, LIGHTPOOT stated 
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he felt "The Worker** should be used as a means to interest 
new members in the Party and also as a mestns of getting 
members who had left the Party interested in the movement 
again. LIGHTFOOT further stated that the situation in this 
district is not as bad as New York, where the membership 
is probably down to about three thousand: however, if he 
were asked to comment upon it- now from the registration 
records he would have to say there vwere less then four n 
hundred people registered in this district As an example 
LIGHTFOOT stated the South Side Section, which formerly 
had : as many as two thousand members, liad only 28 registered 
LIGHTPOOT called upon all sections. In this district to * 
make it a district committee responsibility that "The Worker" 
be utilized in building up the Tarty membership LIGHTPOOT 
concluded by asking all to work'hard In '"The Worker" 
subscription drive so that by March 1£-16,_ 195>8 j sufficient 
results can be shown Following thes.e comment s i L 

chairman of the meeting, announced that he wpuld challenge 
any trade union In a competition to obtain the most 
subscriptions to "The Worker" during this subscription drive o 
It was proposed in a frien dly mann er that the Steel Section 
accept this Qhalleiige fropi | | since it also Is in a 
basic industry 

CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT next announced that the Illinois 
District should do all it can to suppqrt those people who 
are being called to testify before the Congressional Committee 
which is holding hearings in Gary, Indiana, beginning 
February 10, 1958c LIGHTFOOT stated that this Government 
investigation comes as a result bf the "Cleveland case" 
and is a part of a pattern of the Government in its "counter- 
attack program." LIGHTPOOT asked that the Party have its 
own counter-attack against this (Congressional) committee 
by supporting those who have been called to testify in every 
way possible. 

It was noted that LIGHTFOOT did not concretely 
set out any particular way that these people could be aid^ft* 
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LIGHTFOOT next announced that due to the time 
which had been consumed in the debate and discussion concerning 
the amendments to -the majority report, which had been presented 
at this meeting, it would not be possible to take up a 
discussion- concerning the Flynn Forums o He added that th©- 
discussion of the Plynn Forums would be taken up at the 
next meeting of the (OP of Illinois) State $oard . 

Among the individuals* comments made at this 
meeting the ' following were nqted: J 

PRED PINE commented that he had been declared 
a supporter of GATES and"' indicated he £id r^ot like this 
statement o PIKE ^1 so sptike about i the dangers which could 
arise to the Party through left sectarianism,, 

EARL DURHAM commented that the Party has to go 
into action because it is only through ^cti^rity that" the 
Party would be able to bring itself :qut,, v of the present 
situatiqrn * *Y_ * 



spoke about the Polish and Czech 

Communist Party and stated that revisionism had caused the 
trouble in those parties. PRED PINE interrupted I I 
comm ent and st arted-tb* give some remarks of his own, at which 
time I I said "Do you- want to debate this question?", 
and PIKE, answered n Y$s, T*'1P debate" ♦ however, x they were 
not allowed to continue this discussion c 
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_, proposed that informational forums 

be -held in the Illinois Di strict that all; party members 
could attend* I I stated that "these could serve 
as part of the Party 9 s needed educational' program*. After 
a discussion on this point it was decided that three - 
informational forums would be held during March, April, 
and May, 195>8, at Chicago* The first of these is scheduled 
for March 21, 19S>8, and &&a subject will be tfoe "Economic 
Situations" A speaker for this forum will be announced 
later. It was propose4 that the April ^ forum discussv'the 
Twelve, Party Document; however, no date was §et for that 
meeting,, ' 
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It was* also proposed that the third meeting 1 of 
this forum be held May 5, 19S>8, and the subje ct will be 
the Welfare State with possible FRED PINE andl 
as the s peakers - * 



Another meeting announced at this committee meeting 
was a public meeting to be held at 306 East l+3rd Street, 
Chicago, Illinois, on March l£, 195>8, with the speaker to 
be HY LUMER, The topic for LUMER*s speech was not announced* 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, during this meeting^ announced 
that the CP of Illinois conference on Negro Work will be 
held March 2, 19£8, -at Chicago, Illinois/ and he ..requested 
that each club send a. minimum of one representative to this 
conference o LIGHTFOOT stated that no site had been selected 
for this conference in view of that fact -a large place must 
b^ obtained since it is anticipated, that more than 100 
people will attend 

It was &lso noted that I I had announced 

that a meeting of all CP section press representatives would 
be held at #8ij.8 West Van Buren on February 2lj., 19^8 . 

* LIGHTFOOT also announced that the CP of Illinois 
had printed up 10,000 leaflets concerning the fire trap 
hazards on Chicago's, South Side, and he directed that all 
section organizers or their representatives pick up copies 
of these leaflets at Party headquarters, 36 West Randolph 
Street, Room 80£, during the week beginning February 10,1958 o 

In announcing the description of this p&amptet, 
LIGHTFOOT commented that one alderman in Chicago has > agreed ' 
to sponsor a bill against kitchenette apartments and other 
unsafe practices in. breaking up large houses on the South 
SideVto sa/~ many small apartments. This alderman stated 
he would not sponsor the bill unless he had the .support 
of certain , other aldermen; ' however, he ,(the alderman) indicated 
that he could not reveal the names of these aldermen because 
of pressure which would be brought against them by landlords 
and other big real estate owners o 
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The following committees were announced by 
CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT at this meeting and approved without 
debate : a committee to bring neop le back into Party activity, 



debate : a committee to bring neop ie bacK into rarty ac 
| L EARL DURHAM, ~ L GERALD Yip LTPtTTTFOOT; 
a district political action committee with| | cha: 



chairman, b6 

I 1 LESTER DAVIS; a district administrative b7c 

committee composed of CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT , SAM KUSHMER , I I 

This mee^ting^^cxaic lyiciexLat ^.appjEOxima t e ly 6:00 Pom 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO: 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603) (19-2) DATE: 3/3/58 



FROM: 



SA 



(12-10) 



SUBJECT: CP USA - NEW YORK DISTRICT 
NEW YORK DIVISION 
IS - C 



ReNYlet to Bureau, 1/23/58. 
Source I 

Reliability 
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] (conceal identity) 



Date of Event 
Date Received 
Received By 
Location of Info 



Who has furnished reliable 
information in the past. 



1/16/58 

2/6/58 

SA 
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1 ~ MX 100~b4bbl lOJf USA - National Groups) (19-1) 

1 - NY 100-128816 (CP USA - NY District - National Groups) (19-2) 

1 - NY 100-95533 (CP USA - Line) (l9~l) 

1 - NY 100-80633 (CP USA - Education) (19-1) 

1 - NY 100-128822 (CP USA - NY District - Education) (19-2) 

1 - NY 105-971 (KKK) 

1 - NY IOO-8969I (CP USA - Domestic Admin. Issues) (19-1 ) 

1 - NY £00-128823 (CP USA - HY District - Domestic Admin. Issues )(: 

3rs- NY iOO-26603-C 40 (CP USA - NY District- Bronx County) (12-10) 

- NY IOO-80638 (CF USA - Membership) (19-1 ) 
1 - NY 100-128817 (CP USA - NY District - Membership) (19-2) 
1 - NY 100-26603 - C 43 (CP USA - NY District -Brooklyn County) (1 
COPIES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
1 - NY 100-26503 (CP USA - NY District) (19-2) 

MLWrmtt '■&£. 

(29). 




NY 100-26603 

Care should be used in paraphrasing the following 
information contained in informant's report if it is 
disseminated outside this Bureau, 

Copies of this memo have been routed to ail NYO 
files to which referenced letter was disseminated and to other 
logical file s„ Referenced letter contained oral information 
from informant concerning activities appearing in 
informant's written report which is attached. 
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1 
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COPIES CONTINUED , 

l - New York 100-13447 I, 

1 - NY 100-73561 (ABB UNC-BR) 

1 - NY IOO-89179 I 
1 - w inn-iq^fi 1 



- NY 105-18275 (E DNA MESIN) 
-• NY 100-0-98055J 

- NY 100-78424 I 

- NY 100-99195 * 
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L/17/58 



On 1/lfi/gfl aft ft 3 , p.m. in t 

East Apt 




11 P.M. 



artment of 
the first olass 



on. Marxism and Givil Rights was given by~Mr_ Abe Unger. 
Proffession « is an attorney. Resides in Brooklyn 
address unknown, 

Attending this class were the following naranria 



bo 
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ivir_ ADe Unger - instructor. ~ ~ 

Mr__ Unger asked what topic should he give his 
classes on. For each of these topics he will talk on 
will take four (4) or six (6) weeks. 

The first was current events - consering Ibhe 
American Indians on Resiuations in North ng.-rni 1 n« ' and the 



be 

b7C 



Klu Klux Klan ,(KKK). [ 



LNU 



stated that the Indians are armed and would use these 

arms the next time the KKK would try to hold a demonstation 

on the resivation grounds. . Also that in Brookly_ WTY. 

is the largest Indian population outside of these resivations, 

These Indians who have left the res ivati ons will__ if~can 

be persuaded by the Communist Party or organizations^ be 

educated and be sent back on the re siva tions to instigate 

and stir up the rights of Indians as many Indians on 

these resivations do not have any education,, Therefor_ 

those who will be educated and sent back will try to seek 

some form of leadership on the resivation to fight 

discrimination down South or out west. 

As to what steps any organization can do to 
help the Indians will be taken up at a later date, 

' ELM 

P.S. This claas is newly organized as a re-educational 
class designed to train prospective CP members and to 
bring old members back into the CP. 
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jSAC, PORTLAND : . .'•-' ; .' . 3/5/58 5 

saapV'MEW '•■YORK : (100-80638) ■":•:. , : .-■ ' .; ; ■.-;-: 



CP,tf£A - MEMBERSHIP 'V. / .„ ' — .V - :.:•, 

is -■£!■',/ '•' ; .■;, • • ; ;„■ .;■ ••. - ' ■' "; •"• ; .■ 

On 2/II/58, NY 2002-S, who Is in a position > . 
to furnish reliable infomation, .fWnished photographs 
■'- \of documents then In- possession of CP functionaries at ^ 
,CP. Headquarters, 23 €. 26th S*^ NYC Uegatiyes of' • - 
: -bh0se photographs are being, maintained in NY file - '■'''. 
, >■"' 100^80 S&L-lB^o'* Should any of this information hy ' : 
disseminated outsMe the Bureau,, care should he exercised;" 
;to paraphrase; the information so as not to compromise . 

".-•. , m 2002HS-*. •.■■■■ ■-•'!. . '; ,' '- .. ~ • " • .-. ■' v , •' ;; -' '■ * ' ;•-.-, 

; V ' included in photographs : ; furnished by' informant* - 
* -, were four pages of CP registration statistics,, apparently 
v../' . covering CP, USA District . 11. Copies of the photographs 

are encldsed herewith for^ the Information of . the Portland -. 

•• '•"Office., ,' ■- ."''-., '■■" ;-. '•, * . ■•-: ;■■'■.• =-. ,,. . 



1-Portland (Ene. 1)(RM) 
<§rm\i York (IOQ-80638) . 
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, • •/# - ; /'/sfr/lAs [■)[ 
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SAC, SALT LAKE CTEZ 



3/5/58 




,jJEM 



(100-^80538) 



EA' - MEMBERSHIP/ 

' ' - 



. On 2/U/5,8,HY 2002~S, stfio Is. in a position ' 

to furnish reliable information* furnished photographs • 
of dpcubmts then in possession of ^^functionaries at /"■ 

: OP; Headquarters, 23 . W. 26th St /, NYC.' \ Negatives >• d£ 
those photographs are being Hiaihtained in ft$ £ile. - . '< 

; 100*8Q6fl-.,lB420 .- Should: any of this . inf orjnatioh' 'be , ; 

"disseminated -outside, the Bureau* care should b£ exercised 
tp paraphrase the information .so as not to compromise- ■>- 

UY.2002-S-*, -.. ' .*•'.:*',■. v -:•:;'. -,.' ';": ' ,. .- ;' - , ■•;*-. -.■".;. 

• '■: •'-"' y - included in , the photographs furnished by ; , 
informant- i^as -two pages of registration statistics . > '■■- 
belioved to represent CF,lfSA District , 35* ,Thd -photographs 
are ohelpjseU herewith, f or the inf ormatibn* of tho jSalt 
Lake Gity Office. . ■ '■-'■•"■*.,,' '...-- '''.••>-'" .', ; : ^;-. ••■; ■ •,. 
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. . i-Salt Lafee" catty* (EhPJ 
; Q$&3 York (iOO-80638) 
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. SAO, OKLAHOMA, CITY . - -3/5/5% 

.SAG, NEW YORK (XOO-80.638) . • ' "•' ' : ■.; . ' 



tJ?>USA * KtEMBERSRTP 

IS -- >" . - • *• 



On 2/11/58^ NY 2Q02-&, who -I* in a. position 
to furnish reliable* information/ furnished photographs, 
of documents the*i in possession of CP functionaries at 
' CP Head#krtersV';£3 W.- 26th- St, /.'NYC. fteg^iv-es "of ... % 
•these .photographs are. being maintained, in NY- file . , ; - • 
' 100-8b,64l-iB426. Should any. of this information: be ,' • 
. disseminated outside the Bureau^ care should, be exercised 

to paraphrase tyie information so as not* to .compromise 
= NY 2002-S*. .'* ■.-'•■'•' '-'■-. "■''-•*' -■ .-'••■■•.■" - —:;.,• 

'■■■'' included in photographs furnished by informant • 
T/as oner;»> page of CP registration sta^is;tics cohering: . 
; GP 3 VSh District "28,* A .copy of the photographs is 
'.'.' enclosed herewith for the- information of the Oklahoma ", 

. City Office, - , • ■ .; ; , ' .."" .- .■ -:/',- ' , .■-. ; ' '. • 



1-Oklahoma City (Enc. 1) (RM) 
^N^rYorK <i0O-8063.8) . ' 

.(2) ". * ' ' f ^Wr^ : -■ .■ -'• " • 



, "■ '■:,-'; '■SM'r'fifd-Sj' 



4#* , ■ 



best available image. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 



SAC 

SA 



(100-20779) DATE: March 3, 1958 



CP ~ ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 

From • : 

Concealment and 
Reliability ; 

Date and 
Description 

Date Received 
Received by- 
Location 

In view of the sentitivity of this informant, the utmost care 
must be utilized to carefully paraphrase this information prior 
to dissemination in order to protect the identity of this 
informant ♦ 



be 

b7C 
b7D 



T- y who has furnished reliable 
information in the past 

Trade Union Committing meeting," 
February 1, 1958, Brookline, Mass. 

February 6, 1958 



SA 


„' 


1 



)-l696 



CC: 

Al> New York 
T-^ NY 100 

NY 100 

NY 100 

urc 100 

NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100- 
NY 100-80532 
NY 100- 
NY 100- 
NY 100 
1 - Pittsburgh 
PG 100 
30 - Boston 



LMM/cak 
(43) 



(REGISTERED MAIL) / 

'John Gates) / 
CP - Factionalism)/ 



C^s^rganriaa^-Qny 
*CP- MembershxM/ 



ij^4^Q?i3^fewGiM !, ley Flynn) 
"]si Gerson) 

CP - Strategy in Industry) 

[ Herbert Apth eker ) 

(George Morris) 
(Publishers New Press, Inc.) 
(REGISTERED MAIL) 
-6459 (Elizabeth Gurley Plynn) 



be 

b7C 




BS 100-20779 
CC: 



2 - 



BS 100- 

BS 100- 

BS 100- 

BS 100- 

BS 100- 

BS 100- 

BS 100- 

BS 100- 

BS 100- 

BS 100- 

BS 100- 

BS 100- 

BS 100- 

BS 100- 

BS 100- 

BS 100- 
BS 100- 
BS 100- 
BS 100- 
BS 100- 
BS 100- 
BS 100- 
BS 100- 
BS 100- 
BS 100- 
BS 100- 
BS 100- 



W92~ 
-2453 rt 
-I6028 

•18589 

-10230 

»16135 

•22939 

-3002 

•16208 

•875 
-870 

•15971 
-13150 
.547 

■31733 

-26827 
-28313 
•20778 
•16191 
•20787 
•20785 
•16410 

•23165 
•26893 
•31936 
-18969 
-442 



I TteT>^e>T»t-. Ari-hhok-p-M 
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(Attempts by CP to Establish Broad 

Socialist Organization) 

Publishers, New Press , Inc.) 

North Shore Forum) 

CP - Membership) 
(CP - Funds) 
(CP - Factionalism) 

OP - International Relations) 

CP - Political Activities) 

CP - Domestic Administrative Issues) 

CP - Strategy in Industry) 

CP - Chelsea-Revere-Winthrop) 

CP - North Shore) 

SWP) 



Indexed to BS 100-20779 - GEORGE MORRIS, Labor Editor, "The Worker" 
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BS 100-20779 

Informants written report, dated February 2, 1958, follows: 

"Saturday, Feb, 1 -? I attended a meeting of the Trade Union Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party of New England which also included 
other Party members^ 

"The speaker was GEORGE MORRIS, labor editor of the * Worker 1 and 
who has been labor editor of the now defunct f Daily Worker* f 



"TboflR atftpnrlinp' wftre* ffROBffR MfffiRTfl f 



3 a man called JAKE who I have named in a previous report as 



coming from Whitman whose name is JEAN (?), also a colored man 
named in a previous report as living in Roxbury who I learned 
at this meeting works in the yard for> thg Paii-noa/d* also a young 
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man who appeared to be related to 

much as if he could be a sen or young brother to[ 



w ho looks very 



This young man also seemed to, be one of the family as he seemed 
at home in walking to other parts of the house after the meeting, 



"I also forgot to mention the name of 



as being present. b6 



"I arrived about 8 -p.m. and found out later that GEORGE MORRIS 
had started to speak at 7:20 p,m. .. 

"GEORGE MORRIS spent much time in telling of the past AFL-CIO 
convention and he explained that nothing of, a constructive 
nature came out of this convention. 

"MORRIS said that the International Committee of the AFL-CIO 
has*been run by a member of the old AFL and at the convention 
the C.I.O. faction took this leadership away from him and the 
International. Committee in the future will be run by C.I.O^ 
members. 

"He told of the expelling of the Teamsters Union from the 
AFL-CIO and said that this was a necessary thing due to cor- 
ruption in the Teamsters Union* 

"MORRIS said that he has seen the enormous amount od data received 
by the McClellan Committee in investigating corruption in labor 
unions and he said we cannot deny that, there is corruption in 
some unions. 
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BS 100-20779 

"MORRIS said that the end result of these investigations of labor 
unions will be a closer, scrutiny of labor unions by the govern- 
ment and the, enforcement of parts of the Taft-Hartley Law. He 
said that union leaders will be subject to prosecution in cases 
of government enforcement of labor laws* 

"MORRIS said that the McClellan Committee has brought about a 
feeling of the workers that many labor leaders are corrupt and 
necessary steps are needed to correct the situation, 

"He said that he has written in the columns of the ! Daily Worker 1 
and 'Worker'* many stories in. .which he criticized the actions of 
DAVE BECK and others who had proven themselves to be corrupt labor 
leaders . 

"MORRIS said that when the A.F.L. and C.I.O. merged there was a 
feeling among labor leaders and workers that much would be gained 
in the orga^i^ing of more workers into unions. MORRIS said that 
this has not happened and today labor unions are in a stagnant 
condition. Ke said that the number of members did increase some 
due to plant, ^expansion by some industries which brought about 
increased employment but he said this AFL-CIO merger did not 
bring about the organization of new plant workers into unions* 

"MORRIS said that he has talked recently with- labor leaders in some 
areas who are known as being reactionary and these labor leaders 
have said that they miss the Communists and other left forces in 
their unions. According to MORRIS, they told him that these left 
forces gave a spirit to the workers which was a help in gaining 
better conditions for the workers. MORRIS said that the reason 
for this is because a Communist has set a goal that is far ahead 
of the ordinary worker. 

"MORRIS also said that he was opposed to the Communist Party 
working with the other Socialist parties on issues because this 
only gives a feeling to the people of a greater number of 
factionalists and leads to further isolation of the Communist 
Party. 

"MORRIS said that for the last year and a half the Party has 
had no control on the policy of the 'Daily Worker* ' He said 
that now JOHN GATES has left the party most of the other writers 
for the paper are leaving although he does not know whether they 
will leave the party or not. 

_4_ 



BS 100-20779 

"He said that a special committee has been set up to run the 
'Worker 1 until the Executive Board of the Party can overcome 
their difficulties and problems. He said he is on this com- 
mittee along with four other people,, one of whom I remember 
as being SI GERSON and another ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN. 

"MORRIS said that the members of this committee have plans for 
a better Worker 1 in the future which will include more stories 
and also stories of an international nature which he said will 
come from some of our people who have been deported to their 
native lands* 

"MORRIS asked that two things be accomplished . One was a concer- 
ted drive for subscriptions to the ! Worker 1 and another a drive 
on registrations for Party membership. 

I I said that the date of the Eastern Seaboard Labor 

Conference has been set for Feb, 15-16 In New York* 



1 I told GEORGE MORRIS &hat he has en.i oved reading his 

articles in t/ie l Daily Worker 1 on labor. | | also thought 
that we should try our utmost to find Issues on which we can do 
some work and said that mo st Part y members are tired of Just 
being a discussion group. I I also said that although we 
may not agree with many labor leaders on many things he felt 
we should back these labor leaders in issues in which we agree 
on. ^ 

"GEORGE MORRIS replied on this by saying that in this group there 
are just as smart people as can be found in New York and there 
would be no point In someone from New York coming to tell the 
people in the New England area or Boston area how to work on 
Issues. He said we should find our. own issues to work on and 
then go to work on them. 

"MORRIS also said that in years past labor unions did not indulge 
In political discussion or activity but today the right to work 
on political lines Is accepted by the rank and file union member. 
He did say that he felt labor unions could enlarge on this work. 
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I had told me that he had written HERBERT APTHEKER in h t 
regard to APTHEKER 1 s speaking at our Socialist Forum In the future 
and wished that I would speak to GEORGE MORRIS about the Forum 
explaining that we have been able *in the past to bring out former 
Party members and liberal thinking people along with members of 
the sponsoring parties to these Forums. 

-5- 



BS 100-20779 



"I conveyed this message to GEORGE MORRIS so that he could give 
HERBERT APTHEKER an idea of ^h&efer the Forum would be like. 



on the way j|^ 
in l 



m 



] living in[ 



] and 
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"On the way home | l said that in getting across pro- 

grams in labor movements and other organizations he would seek 
out- one or two people who he found to be receptive to his programs 
and then spend much time with these people in order to get these 
programs across. He said that it is impossible to put across 
any program alone* 
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"P.S, ~ Th e above meeting was held at the home of 



at 



] Newton. 



"P.S. - 



GEORGE MORRIS said that Government experts are stymied 
as to how to cope with the increasing unemployment con- 
dition and slowing down of business and see a depression 
like the depression of the thirties. He said that this 
time people will not sit back and just starve and also 
said that there is a golden opportunity ahead for Communists 
to progress. . \ 

"MORRIS said that we must work for a moratorium on property 
payments and taxes and also- automobiles and household 
goods. He pointed out that most people today are living 
on credit > and loss of work or cut.- in salary put them in 
serious financial difficulty. 



\ 



] gave me a npte t<? d eliver tof 



note said,, f Dear | 1 -* Coine tof 



Sunday 



J St. next 



] The 



be 
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Concerning inform ants mention of the place thi s meeting was 
held, the home of I I Newt on, it is 

noted that the resi dence of | | is actually 



Massachusetts. 



i 
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LEAD 



In view of the identified attendance of I 

above meeting 9 it is requested that the case onL 



1 at the 



J be re- 



opened for the purpose of recommending his inclusion on the 
Security Index of the Boston Office ♦ 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM* 

TO § DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3~63) 

FROM § SAC, CHICAGO (100<*337lj.2) 

SUBJECT? COMMUNIST PARTY - ' HSA 
FUNDS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



» #• "UNITED- STATES GOVERNMENT 



DATE! 2 



>/s/a / 



CARE SHOtTLD BE USED IN HANDLING AND REPORTING THE 
FOLLOlfCTNG IHPOBMATIQIT IN ORDER 0?O PR OTECT~THE TDEWIHW ' Off mm. 
INFORMANT ,. ■ : — — — ~ 

* o. ™™°2 ^ 82 ^" S *» °» Pebamary fy, 19£8, orally finished 

to SA JOHN E KEATING the' information contained' on the following 

P a |e» This infoHttation was reduced to writing on February 27, 



2 - Bureau (REGISTERED) 

^T)= New York (REGISTERED) 

^ (1 - 100-7lj£60)(CP-TTSA 9 Funds) (#19*1) 

L^T~ 100-80638)(CP-TTSA S Membership) (#19-1) 

(1 -. 100-128817) (CP-XTSA S New York District, Membership) (#19-2) 

(1 -97-169) (Publishers. New Press) (#7-2) 

(1 - 100- ) ("Morning V*e±h6'**n (#?.*) 

(1 - 100-13923 )f -—*———-, 



(1 = 100*19679 AlttflDURE WUFSJd) 



2 - Chicago 



(1 - AA3M.6) 




JEKskw 
(11) 
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February -li|. 9 1958 

ISIDORE WOFSY stated on February Ik? 19f?8 ? that if the 
headquarters of the Communist Party was moved to Chicago from" 
Hew York Oity, "The Worked would be destroyed.. He stated that 
$!|.0yOOO was still needed t© settle obligations of the "Daily 
Worker™, WOFSY expressed fear that some of the - creditors would 
file bankruptcy <> H© said that if this happened,, the . "Moming 
Freihelt 89 would also fold 'WOFSY also stated that some former 
members of the "Daily Worker" staff have not been paid severance 
pay and they are threatening to bring suito 

WOFSY eaid that as of February ll\. 9 1958 9 everyone on 
the payroll ©f the national Office was three and one=half weeks 
behind in salary,, He stated that the one=half week was due to 
the fact that handouts of $5„00 were g iven from t ime to time' to 
those on the payroll <> WOFSY said that I | was insisting 
that WOFSY should turn over money for tne reserve fund to him ? 
but WOFSY refused to do it 
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Then 'WOFSY said that for the past year the average 
dues payments per month in the Hew York Communist Party District 
were one thousand WOFSY said that the National -Office always 
depended upon a steady income from dues* This income is not 
forthcoming at this time c H<© also stated that he thinks that 
the Communist Party will not register five 'thousand members on . 
a national basis 



WOFSY also said that he had met with SID STEIN and 
EUGENE DEMmSj, a& a had offered to resign his p©st„ They pur~ 
suaded him to remain until after the National Committee meeting 
on February l£ and 16 , 1958 „ WOFSY said, thai; he still wants to 
give up his duties in regard to the reserve fund* 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 



SAC, BALTIMORE 



DATE: 2/26/58 



SA ROBERT C. NORTON 

INFORMATION FURNISHED 
BY SECURITY INFORMANT 



The documentation for this information is as follows: 



Identity Bate of Activity 

of And/or Description Date 

Source of Information Furn. 



Agent 



Location 



[ 



] 



(xiho has 
furnished 
reliable 
information 
in the past) 



District Board 1/29/58 
meeting, I/28/58 



ROBERT C, 

NORTON 

(Written) 



CARE SHOULD BE USED IN REPORTING THIS 
INFORMATION IN ORDER THAT THE IDENTITY 
OF THE INFORMANT MAY BE FULLY PROTECTED 

The text of the informant's statement is as follows: 

* For assistance in reviewing report, a number in parentheses 
. ( ) following a name or title set forth below will indicate 
that tnere is a reference to that name or title on the page- 
or pages whose number will be enclosed in the parentheses. 
Where no number is set out, it is suggested that the entire 
report be reviewed for information on the subject matter. 
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cc's: 

1 

100 



s : Vs 

- San Francisco (REGISTERED MAIL) ^T 

100- AL LANNON (9) y I 



3 - Cleveland (REGISTERED MAIL) 

ORGANIZATION (5*6) 
MEMBERSHIP (5*6) 
DEFECTED CP MEMBERS (%£) 

3 - Washington Field (REGISTERED MIL) 
ORGANIZATION, M P. ~ D.C. 

I 1 (2,8) 

STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY (11) 

SEE PAGE 1-A FOR ADDITIONAL COPIES 

'l$N:sm (Lyt^ 
(55) ^'-- 




BALTIMORE, MD. 
"WEB. 26, 1958 





33- 



3: j*' 

New York (REGISTERED MAIL) ■ J* 
100- ARNOLD JOHNSON X 

jo®umbs^J£- io, ii) 

' lifeERSHIP 1WT, 10 ) 

SHHBEnJPTEMBERS (4-6) 
ORGANIZATION, OP, USA (5* 13) 
FACTIONALISM (5, 7, 10, 11) 
EUGENE DENNIS (5,6,11) 
STyiTTKTW MTOaaTTRTi!fl (6,7) 
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Baltimore 
100-10975 
100-13347 
100-12412 
100-10584 
100-12076 
100-20176 

100-10995 

100-13300 

100-764 

IOO-9665 

100-11983 

100-12117 

100-12425 

100-12471 

100-8488 

100-2429 

100-3021 

100-12464 

100-4090 

100-12170 

100-12458 

100-12070 

100-14569 

100-12485 

100-17819 

100-20694 

100-12510 

100-13964 

100-11800 



1(9) 



COMINFIL MASS GROUPS 
STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY 
JAMES JACKSON (10) 
BRIEF FILE (10) 
WORKER (11) 
FUNDS (12,13) 



THELMA GERENDE 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
BOB LEE 
JACOB GREEN 
GEORGE MEYERS 



10) 




100-12948 WORKER (11) 
100-12125 PAMPHLETS & 

PUBLICATIONS 
(3,11,12) 
100-11640 FUNDS (12,13) 



s 
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JOHN GATES (3, 8,10,11) 

n(3) 



at, TAwwnw 7oT 



] (9) 

EUGENE DENNIS (5,6,11) 
ORGANIZATION, MARYLAND - D. C. 
BALTIMORE DIVISION, MARYLAND - D. 0. 
MEMBERSHIP (2,4-11) 
FACTIONALISM (3, 4, 7-9, 11 ) 
SECURITY MEASURES (4-9) 
DEFECTED CP MEMBERS (4-6,8,9) 
NEGRO QUESTION (4,8-10) 
NORTHWEST BALTIMORE, MD.-D.C, (8,9) 
COMINFIL MASS GROUPS (9) 
STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY (9-11) 
DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION MATTERS (10) 
BRIEF FILE flO) 
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"Baltimore, Maryland 
January 29, 1958 

The following report concerns a meeting of the District 
Board for the CP District which includes Maryland and 
Washington, D„ C. The meeting took place January 28, 
1958, at the home of THELMA GERENDE, District Board 
member. Present at the meeting were ARNOLD JOHNSON, 
national CP representative from New Yorkj BOB LEE; 
JACOB GREEN; GERENDE; and GEORGE MEYERS, all District 
Board members. MEYERS in addition is the Acting Chairman 
for the District. 

GREEN arrived at MEYERS' home at about 8:10 EM. 
MEYERS answered the door. ARNOLD JOHNSON was in the 
living room and MEYERS 1 father-in-law was in the dining 
room, 

MEYERS told GREEN and JOHNSON that they would leave 
at about 8:50 PM in order to arrive at GERENDE's about 
9:00 PM, and that LEE would be outside GERENDE's home 
sitting in an automobile. 

MEYERS said it would not be a long meeting since JOHNSON 
would only attempt to give the District Board a clear 
picture on how to go about registration and would also 
speak briefly on the type of program to be used to get 
the Party under way in the area. MEYERS commented that 
JOHNSON'S ideas might be better than the District Board's 
ideas or could be tied in with the plans of the District 
Board. 

JOHNSON asked as to the size of the District Board and 
the District Committee. 

MEYERS replied that the District Board and District 
Committee consisted of 8 people. He named the District 
Board members as himself, LEE, GERENDE and GR EEN, and be 
said that the District Committee consisted of I 1 

I ZZI 



JOHNSON asked where I j came into the picture. 
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MEYERS replied that I ~| had been a District Board 
member at one time and although not a member of the present 
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District Committee, had substituted for I 1 at the 

January 15, 1958, District Board - District Committee 

meeting, :^ c 

•D / D 



JOHNSON asked why| 

up at the January 15, 1958, meeting. 



had not shown 



MEYERS replied that he didn't know, and that it was 
mostly a question of d isagreements betwe en himse lf and 

L MEYERS said that I I and 
jwere part of the JOHN GATES group and did 



not care to participate anywhere they were not in 
control. 

GEORGE MEYERS 1 daughter and wife came into the room 
briefly and MEYERS left with them and went to the rear 
of the apartment for a short period. While MEYERS was 
gone, JOHNSON asked GREEN where he was working, and 
GREEN told JOHNSON about his job. 

MEYERS returned about 8:45 PM and suggested they get 
ready to go. JOHNSON then put on his coat and got a 
small valise and bid goodbye to ALICE MEYERS and the 
children. MEYERS went into one of the back rooms and 
obtained a package of CP literature. 

On the way over to GERENDE' s, driving in MEYERS 1 car, 
JOHNSON noted that MEYERS had a Dodge and recalled that 
after graduating from college on the West Coast in the 
1920' s he had bought a 1924 Dodge which he eventually 
gave to his father. JOHNSON said when he visited the 
West Coast in 1931 and again in 1948, the latter time 
on Progressive Party business, he noted that his father 
still had the 1924 Dodge. 

On arrival at GERENDE J s house about 9? 05 PM, BOB LEE 
was observed across the street from the home sitting 
in his car. JOHNSON, MEYERS, GREEN and LEE went to 
GERENDE' s house. LEE was carrying a small brown 
package which he brought from the car. 

Upon arrival at the home, GERENDE introduced JOHNSON 
to her mother and the group, with the exception of 
GERENDE l s mother, went to a small room to the right 
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of the head of the stairs. . 

GERENDE made coffee and then the meeting got under way 
about 9:35 PM, MEYERS pointing out that JOHNSON had 
to leave Baltimore at Midnight since he had to be in 
New York the following day. 

MEYERS started the meeting by saying that the main 
purpose of JOHNSON'S visit was to help the District 
with regard to membership registration and to get 
some of JOHNSON'S ideas on how to establish a program 
to get things moving. 

MEYERS then explained to JOHNSON that they had not 
started registration in the area as requested by the 
national group because of the factional situation. 
He then explained the situation to JOHNSON. 

MEYERS then went on to say that due to the former District 
leaders, membership had declined, many people being lost 
because they were accused of being Government informants. 
Others, MEYERS pointed out, had been dropped without 
explanation from the Party and there had been a particularly 
severe loss in Negro membership. 

MEYERS then explained to the Board that he had particularly 
wanted JOHNSON to come to Baltimore to give the thinking 
of the national CP leadership on how- to go about 
registration, that is how far back they should go 
to seek lost members and the best approach to those 
who had left the Party or had been dropped from the 
Party. 

MEYERS then asked JOHNSON for his thoughts on the 
registration situation in general. 

Before JOHNSON could get under way, GREEN asked MEYERS 
whether when talking of registration did that mean 
everybody who had been in the Party in the past should 
be recontacted. MEYERS told GREEN not to agitate. GREEN, 
who became angry, stated that he wanted to be clear 
on the situation as to whether they would contact persons 
who had been suspected of being informants and reminded 
GEORGE MEYERS that because he, JACOB GREEN, had once met 
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it had caused him, JACOB GREEN, to be 
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suspected of being an informant, 

JJOHNSON then said that the national leadership had 
^ent out a call to all CP Districts requesting them 
to push membership registration so that the CP could 
determine the size of the organization by the end of 
1957 > but so far as he knew no District had succeeded 
in fulfilling the requestjj JOHNSON said the reason 
for that was that the situation whicfc^existed in Maryland- 
Do Go existed all over the country fjQHNSON then pointed 
out it was almost a month after the T3Tme the national 
leadership should have known of the strength of the Party 
and that it was time to get moving, 

JOHNSON then said that although the Districts had taken 
no action on registration-, they had sent in a number of 
suggestions on how to go about handling registration. 
JOHNSON said some Districts suggested registration should 
go back to 1956, others wanted to go back -to 1955* others 
wanted to go back to 1950, and some wanted to go back 
as far as possible, 

JOHNSON said he and the majority of the national leaders 
who were followers of EUGENE DENNIS felt that each District 
should use its own opinion as to how far back to go since 
they were more familiar with the local situation, JOHNSON 
then emphasized that the District should take registration 
seriously since through factionalism the Party is 
continuing to lose members more and more. 

JOHNSON then said that he had made a visit to Youngstown 
(the opinion of the writer is that he meant Youngstown, 
Ohio, since during the conversation he spoke of heavy 
industry), and upon arrival there found the active CP 
membership to consist of three Italians who had been in 
the Party for a number of years. JOHNSON said he met 
with them to discuss how they should go about building 
the Party and registering members in the CP, and after 
discussion he found out there were many other people 
in the Italian community who had been members of the 
CP in the past and as the discussion went on the three 
local CP members began to recall the names of their 
former associates and through this discussion it was 
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felt that many persons suitable for registration might 
be contacted and brought back into the Party. JOHNSON 
said he couldn't say how large the Party membership 
at present might be in Youngstown since he had no report 
from them as yet, but he knew that there was some type 
of activity taking place in the Italian community. 

JOHNSON said he was pointing this out because he felt 
that the type of discussion which had taken place in 
Youngstown should take place in all Districts. He said 
he was sure that no one present could remember all the 
persons who had been dropped from or who had left the 
Party, but many of these names could be recalled through 
discussions among CP members still active, JOHNSON said 
a list could be prepared after discussion and all of the 
present membership could contact these former CP members 
and try to bring them back. 

JOHNSON said the main thing at the present time was for 
all CP Districts to make registration lists as large as 
possible ♦ 

JOHNSON then stated that the question of the "stool 
pigeon" was a serious matter, but as against the total 
membership of the party from the 1920* s to date, he 
noted that there was only a small number of CP members 
who had cooperated with the Government against the Party, 

JOHNSON said because people dropped out of the CP or the 
Party dropped people from their rolls did not mean that 
these people were enemies of the CP # JOHNSON pointed 
out that some of the people who left the Party or had 
been dropped when recontacted said they felt themselves 
to be a part of the organization even during the period 
they were not paying dues or undertaking any activity 
even though that period might have lasted' many years . 

JOHNSON said the EUGENE DENNIS forces have discussed the 
caliber of the people who had left the Party or had 
been dropped during the 1950-1957 period and also held 
discussions on people accused of being informants 
where the accuser had not presented anything concrete 
which might give the organisation a definite reason 
for depriving the accused of membership JOHNSON said 
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the outcome of the discussion was: 

(1) All members who had left the Party for one reason 
or another j» if their present addresses were known 
or could possibly be obtained, must be contacted 
and asked to re-register . 

(2) All persons labeled enemies of the Party*, unless 
enough evidence had been brought against them, 
should be asked to re-register • 

JOHNSON said further that in discussions at national 
headquarters of the CP it had been agreed that people 
who had left the party or had been accused of being 
enemies of the Party who had not appeared before any 
committee and given information against the Party or had 
not participated in any activity which would indicate 
they were an enemy of the Party should be asked to 
register, 

JOHNSON then commented that the CP leaders in various 
areas had been narrow minded and this had almost caused 
the liquidation of the Party a JOHNSON said that "we" 
could not go on that way if the intent was to have a 
large working class organization. 

JOHNSON said that when MEYERS arrives at the next National 
Committee meeting to be held in February, the picture 
would be much clearer on the registration situation 
JOHNSON said he felt MEYERS should bring in at least 
a report to the effect that all members who had been 
registered as of January 1, 1956, had been- reached and 
re-registered. He said he felt that MEYERS should also 
bring full reports on discussions held in clubs and 
sections in the area as to their intentions in the future 
as to registration 

JOHNSON then commented that "we" who want the CP to 
continue have to take the position that the rank and 
file have a right to dissent, have a right to participate, 
a right to have a fair trial and the right to have a clear 
picture of the activity of the organization in progress 
so that they may know what the future would bring forth, 
JOHNSON said he felt with this type of approach the CP 
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could be rebuilt. 

LEE said that he fully agreed with JOHNSON'S viei^rs, but 
that he was concerned about the fact that he knew there 
would be objections to that approa ch from persons like 
I I who would feel that b ^ 

discussions on screening should take place before b 7 C 

registration, LEE said, however, he felt they might be 
able to convince a number of people, despite the I I 
group, to register and also might convince the majority 
of CP members that there was no objection to registering 
people who had once been accused of being informant s a 
LEE said he would do everything in his power in his area 
to register everybody and contact people who had formerly 
been in the organization 

LEE suggested that the District Board should meet as soon 
as possible to clear tip issues that might arise and felt 
that all the District Board members should abide by the 
District Board's decisions on what to do if attacked 
by the JOHN GATES forces in the area* 

GREEN said he was pleased with the way JOHNSON had 
outlined the registration situation and felt that the 
suggested approach would help to build the organisation* 
GREEN pointed out that no comment had been made on the 
Negro and white unity issue, and suggested that white 
comrades who had known Negroes who had been CP members 
in the past should recontact these Negroes instead of 
leaving the recontact to GREEN D 

GERENDE said that she didn't agree with LEE with regard 
to his raising the question of Government informants 
since this would cause arguments and xvould be an attempt 
to clear up a situation which had been in existence 
for years. GERENDE said such arguments would prevent 
them from achieving their goal* She thought that the 
Board should only try to get members of the clubs and 
sections actively engaged in registration and not just 
leave registration up to the District Board and the 
District Committee ♦ 

GERENDE then commented that two people who had dropped 
out of a club in the Northwest because their mother had 
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been having trouble with the Immigration Service 
could probably be brought back into the CP because 
charges against the mother had been dropped* 

She also suggested that some people might be brought 
back since she knew they had dropped out because of 
Smith Act prosecutions and she thought the recent Supreme 
Court decisions might make them change their minds on 
that issue, 

MEYERS then stated that since JOHNSON had given his 
talk on registration, he was more convinced than ever 
they should start the registration drive immediately. 
He then proposed that the District go back to 1950 or 
a little ear lier because aft er AL LANNON had left the 

District and ^ 

had started "bo decline, mostly due to[ 
attitude « 

METERS said with regard to the question of suspected 
inf ormants, it had to be dealt with before registr ation 
commenced or the registration would be hampered by 
and his group. 

MEYERS said with regard to the Negro situation where 
membership had been lost due to the arrogant attitude 
of past leaders, they were up against a difficult situation 
since Negro organizations such as the NAACP and the Urban 
League and Negro leaders such as Reverend KING, had 
brought many advances to the Negroes in recent years. 
MEYERS said, however, that it must not be forgotten that 
the advances were made due to middle class leaders 
who did not engage in any struggle other than in a 
legal way, MEYERS said he felt that the Party should 
attempt to penetrate the NAACP, the Urban League and 
any other mass organization where there was a need for 
activity on a working class basis* 

MEYERS then proposed that GERENDE and LEE be responsible 
for keeping an up-to-date record on registration, and 
that MEYERS and GREEN be responsible for broad contacts 
with all of the persons known in regard to registration* 

"JOHNSON then stressed to the group that it was most 
important to register working class people such as those 
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in a trade union movement , in particular auto, ship 
or steel. JOHNSON said following registration of these 
people there could be a broader concentration on 
registration. 

JOHNSON then said that he thought the registration of 
Negro members should be the responsibility of GREEN since 
he had learned from JAMES JACKSON that the Negro people 
in the Maryland~D. G. area who had been in a leadership 
position among the Negro masses knew and respected GREEN. 

JOHNSON then cautioned the District Board to go along 
slowly and do whatever they had to do thoroughly so that 
anything accomplished would be permanent. He warned 
against trying to do things on a large scale since he 
felt they did not have the time to do anything of that 
sort properly. 

MEYERS then asked JOHNSON to speak on a program approach 
for the local Party* MEYERS then mentioned that they 
had already thought of ideas such as raising discussions 
around the Baltimore Transit situation and the attempt 
to secure passage of the WALTER T. DIXON Baltimore Civil 
Rights Bill* 

JOHNSON replied that a discussion centering around a 
local situation like the DIXON Bill was all right and 
that and similar activities which pointed up immediate 
needs in the community would serve to generate activity 
and get people moving. JOHNSON said once a few people 
started moving, they in turn could start others becoming 
active. 

JOHNSON then commented that as the unemployment 
situation continues to grotfworse, the Party could play 
a greater and greater role in exposing the capitalist 
system. 

JOHNSON said as time went on the l6th National CP 
Convention Proceedings and the "12 Party Statement " 
could be explained fully to the rank and file members. 

JOHNSON then said that some comrades in New York did 
not want a personal fight around the JOHN GATES issue 
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and from what he had learned from GEORGE MEYERS 
there appeared to be the same attitude in the Maryland- 
D. C. District, but 'facts had to be faced and these 
facts indicated that GATES had been working with the 
enemies of the Party for a long time. 

JOHNSON then said that the JOHN GATES situation could 
not be allowed to hang fire and it must be made clear 
to all CP members that GATES had directly attacked 
the CP through the capitalist press and by appearing 
on television with MIKE WALLACE. 

JOHNSON then blamed the decline in Daily Worker and Worker 

subscriptions as having been caused by JOHN GATES, 

He said he based this upon reports from various Districts. 

JOHNSON said he believed that the EUGENE DENNIS forces 
would win but that the struggle would not be easy and 
all the OP members were needed to support the Party 
at the present time. 

JOHNSON then commented that from the discussions heard 
and from what he had learned generally while in Baltimore, 
he believed that MEYERS would be able to bring a good 
report from the District so far as membership was 
concerned, 

JOHNSON then said that he had been in Washington, D. C, 
on January 28, 1958, and had met with a couple of labor 
leaders in order to determine their general approach 
to the Party. JOHNSON said they were noncommittal, 
neither attacking the Party nor speaking in favor of it. 

At this point in the meeting LEE opened up the brown 
package that he had brought with him. It was addressed 
to him via Greyhound Bus Lines and contained 50 copies 
of the January Political Affairs and 10 copies of Masses 
and Mainstream. LEE gave 22 copies of Political Affairs 
and 4 copies of Masses and Mainstream to GERENDE. GREEN 
took 5 Political Affairs and MEYERS took 10 Political 
Affairs and 2 Masses and Mainstream. 

MEYERS then handed GREEN 5 copies of the January 26, 
1958* Sunday Worker. 

MEYERS then brought out a bundle of about 150 copies of 
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the latest issue of Party Affairs and. passed a number 
of copies to all present except JOHNSON, 

MEYERS then passed to all present a copy of a 14 page 
pamphlet entitled, "A Substitute Labor Policy Statement 
Submitted by the Indiana State CP, USA." 

MEYERS then proposed that JOHNSON should get $25.00 
for expenses. GREEN seconded the motion. 

JOHNSON said the National Committee in New York had 
given him $25.00 for expenses* and that he thought 
$15.00 would be enough. 

GERENDE interrupted JOHNSON, saying that $15.00 was 
not enough and that it was worth a great deal more 
to have a national leader come to Baltimore and speak 
frankly on the situation in the CP. 

MEYERS then called for a vote, and it was voted that 
$25.00 be given to JOHNSON. 

GERENDE then went to the closet and brought forth a 
large brown envelope and from within the large envelope 
took a small white envelope from which she got one 
ten dollar bill and three five dollar bills which she 
handed to JOHNSON. 

MEYERS then read a letter from the national leadership 
requesting all National Committee members to bring $75.00 
to the next National Committee meeting. MEYERS explained 
that this was to be used as an expense fund. 

LEE asked why Baltimore should have to give $75.00 
since their expenses would be so little in comparison. 

JOHNSON said that the CP was in difficult straits 
so far as money was concerned, and that the $75.00 
from each District would be divided up and used to 
pay the expenses of those who had to come long distances 
by plane and due to the fact that they would be away 
from their jobs for several days would lose working 
time. JOHNSON added, however, that the District Board 
could vote against providing the $75.00 if they so 
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desired. 

All agreed to give the $75.00 to MEIERS. 

MEYERS then announced that on February l4, 1958, the 
Stional Executive Committee meeting of the CP would 
S'hSftaSS York and the National Committee meeting 
would follow on February 15-16, 1958, in New Yoric. 

mwers then stated that the next District Board meeting 
S %t held at LEE's home on Monday night, February 3, 

1958. 

The meeting then broke up about 11:30 PM. " 

This memo has been compared with the informant's original 
stateSeS? and it is accurate in substance. 

The person referred to on page 2 as GEORGE MEYERS' father-in-law 
is PETER TOORKS. 
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SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C320) 

(12-10) 



DATE: 
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SA [ 



](7) 



CP, USA 
KINGSBRIDGE 
IS - C 



_DIV. 
_DIV. 
-D1V. 
_SEC. 
_SEC. 



.SEC. 

~J. 



Identity of Source [ 



I , who has furnished • 
reiiaoie info in past, > - 
(conceal) 



Description of Info I/13/58 
Date Received 2/3/58 
Received By 
Original Located 



SA 




Utmost care must be used in handling and 
reporting the following information in order to protect 
the identity of the informant . "' 

By report dated 1/19/58, [ 



furnished informa- 
™ ^mn-n^mm t-w @p ^n the Kingsbridge area, NYC, 
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m 100-26603-C320 

Report Communist Party U.S.A. Jan. 19, 1958 

Activities. 

■■■ """ ■ " ' — ■■*■■■■ " '■'■I ■■ ■ ■' , — » — ...w— .— ..^. y ^.— .. 

A meeting of the Northwest Bronx Section of the Communis t 
Party was held ^o n Jan. 13th, 1958 at the apart. | | 



| \ Perry Ave,, Bronx, N.Y ¥ 
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The following members were present at this meeting: be 

' b7C 



The main point of discussion was the question of 
registration of the C.P. members in the section. 



I I who chaired the meeting, said that each be 

area in the section registr^tated "a number of members" b7c 
but n we are far behind the 195b registration. n She 
proposed to step up the registration campaign. 

.bo 

I I told the meeting that her C,P, club b7c 

registered 8 members and that the club decided to go 
after those who left the C.P* Since the 1956 registration. 

I "I claimed that her club didn T t meet for months, 
She registered 4 members and she will keep on trying ke 

to register the rest of the members. She stated that b7c 

she approached Carl Trost but he refused to register, 
but she will keep on trying, * f i be ll,ve there is a 
good chance that Carl will eventualy reregister," 



I 1 raised the question of dividing the areas 



into clubs. b e 

. , *>7C 

I I opposed this suggestion: "lets wait until we 

will be tro ugh with the registration/ 1 
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The meeting also discussed "The Worker." [ 



stated that "The Worker" is in a "grave condition. It 

will be impossible to build the party (C.F.) without 

The Worker, It was bad enough that we were compelled 

to suspend the Daily Worker but should this happen to 

"The Worker" to we might as well kiss good-by to the 

party. The party c an n ot survive without the press. 

As a matter of fact we must keep on thinking in terms be 

of renewing the publication of the Daily Worker ," hie 



I 1 called for a drive in this section to raise 



funds for the Worker. 



b6 
b7C 



stated that the raising of funds for the Worker 

is important but still more important is to regain the 
lost readers. He said that this section decided to combine 
the registration with the campaign for subs, as far as he 
knows, not one sub-new or renewal ~ was obtained during 
the few weeks of the registration campaign, "'It looks 
that we are good followers of our top leadership. While 
the "Duclos" and the "Toglialees" of the party, of the 
U.S. Communist Party, are engaged in theorizing about 
theory and arguing about policy the party is slowly but 
surely disintegrating. We here also are arguing and 
discussing while the members are leaving us and the press, 
well, one paper died and the other one, The Worker, is in 
an advanced stage of cancer. Only s\ibs and funds might 
still save The Worker, 11 

The meeting decided to concentrate during the next few 
weeks on getting subs and raising funds in the section^ 

I I proposed to envolve all of the C f P* areas in 

the Northwest section in the work of the "Bronx Committee be 
for a. Sane Nuclear Policy." She claimed that the organiza- b?c 
tion' of neighborhood committees for a sane nuclear policy * 
^will serve to satisfy the desire of our members to do 
mass work. It will be easy to organize such committee's 
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because the /people want peace. They are afraid of 

an atomic war and the p oiseniou s effect of the fall-outs*" 

The discussions on this subject led the meeting to the 

conclusion that the organization of neighborhood 

committees for a sane nuclear policy "will serve the 

purpose of organizing th e people for the struggle for b6 

peace and coexistence." | " | while agreeing with b7c 

this conclussion, claimed that "at this stage of affairs 

in the party,, especially in our section, we can not afford 

t° trow 'in our forces into one project. It will divert 

our limited membership from our main, at present at 

least, objectives: the building of the party and the 

press «" He suggested to turn over this question to the 

county committee for discussion. The meeting agreed with 

this proposals and also decided to continue discussions 

on t his subjects at the meetings of this section committee. 

It was decided to hold the next meeting of the Nortwest 
Bronx Section Committee at the same place on Jan/ '^'B'tjri, 
1958, 

J. Morris * 
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from : Director, FBI (100-3-4) 



\jrtfr. 



-a 




subject: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
MEMBERSHIP 
NEW YORK DISTRICT - 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

The Bureau lias reviewed your letter of February 7, 
1958, in which** you set forth the organizational structure 
and membership of the Communist Part y (CP) as known to you 
at this time. It is also noted that ! I advised as 
of January 20, 1958, that 1,750 CP members had been registered 
for the New York District* 



b7D 





From a check of the figures contained in referenced 
letter, there are approximately 1,400 CP members that ^ are 
unidentified in the New York area. This represents ail- 
considerable amount of investigation to establish their 
identity. Your bimonthly letters reflecting the progress 
you are making in this regard will be closely followed at 
the Bureau. 

The Party 1 s success in the current registration 
does not appear to be overwhelming on the basis of the latest 
returns. However, it would also appear that returns are coming 
in rather slowly and, in addition, there undoubtedly will be 
numerous individuals who will remain Party members without 
actually registering* Such conditions should be kept in mind 
in arriving at any estimated membership figures and it is 
believed that any decrease by your office in the estimated 
membership figures witho ut substantial proof would be improper 
nnd tm>]flftfl -trior, i t is not felt that registration fi^urgk * 

V a lone are sufficient tor areas in which the membership lias show n 
a marked decrease ! The fact remains that many have either not 
Been contacted for registration or refrain from registering. 
Such possibilities should be taken into account before any 
arbitrary reduction in. estimated membership figures is effected. 



he , 
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Dallas, Texas 
2/24/58 



MEMO SAC; 



RE? 



SM - C 



in 



On 1/27 /58, a typewritten report d ated 1/25/58, filed 
1 was received by mail by SA I I from 



be 

b7C 
b7D 



_ 1 who report concerning a CP 

meeting at 1423 Clinton Street, Ft. Worth, Texas, on 1/24/58, 
beginning at 8s 30 p.m. and attended by the following? 



According to I , 

that she came to F t. Worth on 1/24/ 58 at 12s 30 p.m. 

that she contacted ! I fro m the Co ntinental Bus 



] told the CP group 
from Dallas; 



bo 

b7C 

b7D 



Station upon arriy^lin Ft. Worth, but I I had no automobile 
in_Ehich to nickl I up and that I I had taken a cab to the 
__]home. | I was supposed to hav e contacted EARLENE MARTIN, 

la nd l 1 after she had heard from 

| had to rush to her work and upon arrival at 
her employment, she was unable to contact these members. 



[ 



100-8254 




1 - ldp-8149 
1 - 100-8561 
1 - 100=10175 
1 - 100-10176 
1 - i00»1017< 

1 - 100-1019?| 

Jf~X New York (REGISTERED MAIL) 
Or *"• 100-671-1 (Funds) 

1 ~ 100-671-8 (Political Activities) 

JWFsnlf 

(15) 



be 

b7C 
b7D 



^ TsEARCHED 
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The main topic for the meeting was an idea of [ 



] $0 the effect that party members, along with other 



Negro citizens of Ft e Worth should contact DOUG CROUCH; a candidate ^ 
for District Attorney in Tarrant County, and ask him if he would 
be willing to appoint a Negro Assistant District Attorney in the 
event he was elected j that if he would be so willing, then all 
Negroes along with his * other fans would back his campaign legally 



thought the idea excellent and expressed be 

regret that her stay in Texas was so brief that she would be unable b7c 

to see the outcome 



: 



.bo 



were elected by the group to contact other citizens of the city b7c 
to be on the committee * 



was the only one in the CP group who 

knew DOUG CROUCH personally and he was appointed to contact him 
at a specific time at which time the committee would meet with 
him* 

C ontacts were to hav e been made on 1/2 5 /58 <> On the night 
of 1/25/58 ,1 I was suppose to call I I 

and | I to see what additional persons could be added 

to the committee to contact DOUG CROUCHo 



.b6 
b7C 



be 

b7C 



According to l I the next topic for discussion at 
the meeting on 1/24/58 , was the amount of dues to be pa id by each 
party member on a monthly basis e According to l I all female be 
members present paid $1 and the males present paid $2 or more,, b?c 
Half of the total of monthly dues collected were turned over to 
I I for National CP purposes • 



\ I I told the CP group that if they had not 

received their NAACP memberships for the year that she would write 
them up at the next meeting . 



he 

b7C 



Th e meet ing adjourned at lis 35 p c m« 

I I drove r^^n to the Continental Bus Station to enable her to 
catch a bus to Dallas at 12sl0 p m<> I I said she would like to 
'" stay in Ft* Worth until Saturday morning, 1/25/58 , but that she 
had to get back to Dallas to. see if she had any other orders be- 
fore she left for New York on Saturday afternoon She said that be 
she would return to Texas in the near future kic 

I j reported also concerning the above 

meeting of 1/24/58.) 

/s/ SA 
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SAC, NEW YORK ; ^ 

SAC, DALLAS ",.„-_ i ^J, 
=t CFr r USA- TMBERSHIP (100-671-4) ' 

is - c ... .. : 



?r 



at-S-iSCx-^^-iaa.^, 



DATE: .3/13/58 



SM - C 



rr*tz*& 



«K»a*^. ^ 



*,***< 




■T 



U : - ■.'■•■ 



Enclosed herewith for the New York Office are five copies 

of a channel ization me mo prepared from an original report , 

Ruhmi tted bv l I This report was» received by SA | | 



aitted by I I Thi s report was" received by SA | 

Ton 1/27 /55, dated 1/25/58, and has been serialized ; 



Also enclosed .for the New York' Office 8 is ohe copy of :a /..' 
ch anneliza tion memo prepared from an origi nal report submit ted 



W 



This report was received by SA[ 



an SAY/SB . dated 2/16/58, and has been serialized as 



2 J- New York (RM) &j^t^b&» $*&£& 
-2*-. Dallas. • •-. v 

(1-100-671-4) •"■ -, 
- (1 - 100-8254) . ' • 

¥HB:hmd ' .«.-.•- 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) 



DATE: 3/13/58 



FROM 



SAC, NEW YORK (l00-8064l) 



SUBJECT: CP, USA- ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 



Care must be utilized, ^Jia£^j^§_^d_r^gortlng^ 
the following il S^tr.ation, slnceTne" very nature of this 
Info rmation tends to disclose the Identity of a highly placed 
and sensitive informant. ' 



On 2/13/58, NY 2179-S* advised that on above 
date a subcommittee consisting of -EUGENE DENNIS, CLAUDE 
LIGHTFOOT, CARL WINTER and SID STEIN, met in the third 
floor board room, Communist Party Headquarters, 23 West 
26th Street, NYC. Informant reported that the meeting 
began at 8:00 P.M. and ended approximately 11:30 P.M. 



3 - 

4 ~ 

2 - 

1 - 

2 - 

I*" 



Bureau (100-3-69 )(RM) , 

( 1-100-3-104) (CP,„ USA - COUNTERINTELLIGENCE 
Chicago (100-18953) (RM) 
'1 -A/134-46) 

' 1 -61 -867 ) ( CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT ) 
k 1-100-18001) (FRED FINE) 
Detroit (100-2050)(HM) 
(1-100-13420 )( CARL. WINTER) 
Los Angeles (100-26044) (RM) 
San Francisco (100-27747) (RM) 
(1-100- ' ' "" " 
New York 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



/M'fOVrt-Mi 




New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 



York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 



) (WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN) . w „ 

100rS721l)(CP, USA - FACTIONALISM) (#19-1) 
(CP, 



USA - MEMBERSHIP )( ? f 19-1) 



100-80638 

100-4931 )(CP, USA) (#19-1) - OROM*I7ATiaNA 

100-130507) (ATTEMPTS OF CP TO FORM BROKD ^OCIfiEIST/ 

USA - NEW YORK STATE DISTRICT) (#19-2 

USA - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS). (#19-1 



>(CP, 

((op, 



,(#19-1) 
#19-1). 



; 100-26603 

; 100-86624 

; 100-179 23) (JOHN GikTES 
100-50090) (SIB STEIN) (.. . . 
;iO0-8057 ) (EUGENE DENNIS) (#19-1 ) 
(.100-89816" ' 
.100-13480 
100-14606 
100-23825 
100-27452 



FRED FINE) (#19-1) 
JOE STAROBIN) (#12-14) 
JOE CLARK) (#20-1) 
BEN DAVIS, „JR.) (#19-1) 
ROBERT THOMPSON) ( #19 -1 ) 



1 - New York (100-8064l) 



HC0:bfh 
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The following is a report of the highlights 
and most important statements made at the meeting of the 
subcommittee as reported by NY 2179 -S*. The meeting 
pertained to a discussion of a document that is to be 
discussed further at the National Executive Committee 
meeting scheduled for the following day; 

Remarks of CARL WINTER 

WINTER opened the discussion by stating that he 
and CLAUDE (LIGHTFOOT) "worked' on" this document. He 
stated that .there would be people who would either add to 
it or subtract from it. He said that this would be "all 
right" because when people make their proposals for change , 
it will become crystal clear what if anything stands between 
us and it will serve a useful purpose. 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 

DENNIS stated that the subcommittee should 
get "E" for effort and added that he appreciated the 
earnestness with which both of you worked on, this ( document ) , 
He said that there would be some questions he would like to. 
raise because he (DENNIS) did not' approach this merely in 
terms of an improvement in relation to the California 
"thing". DENNIS stated "we"' have to ask ourselves with 
regard to every document, what is the cutting edge? What 
are the controversial questions? He said that there are 
questions that we will have to come to "grips" with, adding 
that whatever "we 1 ' adopt must provide a clear and 
unmistakable guide for the National Committee and sub- 
committees . 

Continuing, DENNIS remarked that he found it 
difficult in going through the document to see why "you 
comrades" did not come to grips with the question of ^JOHN) 
GATES. He said that "they" must come to grips with these . 
very divergent opinions in the ranks .... in regards to the 
united party of socialism. He said that in New York and 
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In the districts there are certain views in respect to what 
GATES has held adding that SID ( STEIN) and FRED (FINE) have 
expressed points of view. „ ~ 

SID STEIN interrupted and stated that the 
resolution expressed a point of view, and then STEIN asked 
"what's your idea of a united party of socialism"? and 
then exclaimed "where everybody will agree with everything 
we say' . 

Remarks of CLAUDE LIGHTF00T 

LIGHTS'OOT interrupted and stated that they were 
getting into an abstract discussion. 

Remarks of SID STEIN 

STEIN again spoke and commented to the effect 
that they must find some way of setting up a federation by 
which we ° are a part of the socialist movement ... if that is 
possible and still have Marxism'' . 

STEIN further stated that he did not want to 
tell (JOE) CLARK, (JOHN) GATES and (JOE) STAROBIN that "they" 
were out of the socialist movement... He. said that he could 
not see blasting everybody else "and crawling into our shell". 
STEIN said that "we" should have more of an open 
face instead of a garrison beleaguered on all sides. 
"This Party" needs to act like a party that makes decisions, 
carries them out and knows it is going in one direction 
and not seven directions at the same time. 

Remar ks of CLAUDE L IGHTF 00T 

LIGHTF00T stated that he did not think that ''this 
document" should get into the question of Party program, 
adding that the document should do no more than put it in 
a vague and general sense, with some sentences in it with 
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regard to the vanguard role" of our Party" . Ke said that the 
leadership has as one of its tasks the "building of the 
Party. He commented that "we" are giving "our Party" 
pi&spective and added that he was no*; ready to debate 
and discuss this united party of socialism. He said that 
he did not see any Immediate practicality of this question 
until "we" see a change in the labor movement. 

Informant reported that SID STEIN interrupted 
LIGHTEOOT saying "it will be soon". 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT continued his remarks by 
saying that it might be in two years or five years but our 
main task now is to build and expand the inf j.uence of the 
•American Communist Party. 

Remarks of EU GENE DENNIS 

DENNIS stated that to him (DENNIS) it (united 
party of socialism) is a very pressing. and vital question 
as it has a very direct bearing on what this Party is 
doing today. It has a direct bearing on what has happened, 
particularly here in New York. It has a direct bearing 
on (JOHN) GATES, (JOE) CLARK, (JQR)STAROBIN and others. 
It is not an academic .Question. It governs the approach 
of a great many comrades to their views and their ideologies, 
adding it is the bridge we have to some of these people 
today and the bridge tomorrow. It has a bearing on the 
party we are building today. 

Remarks of CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 

LIGHTPOOT commented in effect that the first 
time a mass party of socialism was suggested, it was 
criticized as "liquidatory" . It was stated very clearly 
that such a party would have to be based on Marxism - 
Leninism. He commented that the Social •«• Democratic Party 
of Czarlst Russia, was not a Marxism - Leninism Party, and 
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added that it (mass party of socialism) is probably going 
to be built in„ spite of vtf. . 

LXGHT3?00T stated that "we" do not want to be 
like the Eritish Communist Party, having as one of its 
aims to get into the Eritish Labor Party. "We" want to 
be there to condition this party along certain lines and 
should strive to make it a Marxist ~ Leninist party. 
LIGHTF00T said that he would not put as a pre-condition 
that you are not going to have anything but Marxists - 
Leninists in it (mass party of socialism). He said that 
there are some comrades who have their minds so glued to 
the mass party of socialism that they are not doing much 
to build this party (Communist Party) , 

LICtKTFOOT stated that he has no objection to 
the adding of phrases (to this document) about building and 
consolidating the Communist Party, but he rema3?ked that he 
does not want to get off into the question of a united 
party of socialism. He said that he is not as optimistic 
as SID (STEIN) that this thing is going to happen and 
added that much has to occur before he (LIGHTPOOT) sees 
any such mass possibilities. He said that when we. reach 
that stage, we can discuss it. I think we ought to be 
in on the ground floor definitely, but as to "form and 
and character", it can not be forseen now. 

Remarks of EUGENE DE NNIS 

Informant related that DENNIS, in a loud and 
irritated manner, stated that it (the united party of 
socialism) happens to be one of the things that is under- 
mining the Party in New York, adding that it might have 
no effect in Illinois, though he would question it. 

Informant reported that LIGHTPOOT then asked 
"So you have any practical suggestions, Gene?" 
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DENNIS continued by stating that the document 
should be typed and mimeographed and anything that is 
1 fuzzy" he wants to sharpen in order to establish clarity 
so this committee can decide. We will find a number of 
things we won't account for because we will be unable to 
get agreement. 

Remarks of CARL WINTER 

fill lut*Mmm now ™ ' ■' '■ -r ■ 1 I" ■ ■■■■!.■ «i 

WINTER suggested that there be two types cf 
amendments to the document, the first kind of amendment 
would be one that would be most likely to gain support 
for the document. The second type of amendment would be 
one that would not get the greatest united support. He 
then commented that the Party membership is not getting 
any enlightenment from "us" by being divided on the 
question of "left sectarianism and revisionism". 

Remarks of CLAUDE LIGHTEOOT 



!»*%*»-»».«»« >w KM> 



LIGHTFOOT commented in effect that he had just 
one last word to add, that is, that they should not go on 
ary" vendettas", commenting that the problem of building 
and consolidating (the Party) is the main task jn point. 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 



DENNIS stated that "we" have the DENNIS and 
the STEIN reports, where we put strongly on the basis of 
our convictions certain opinions* He then exclaimed what 
did we compromise?... was principle involved. 

Remarks of CARL WI NTER 

WINTER stated that in his opinion, they should 
"curb" both the ultraleft and the right. 
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Remarks of SID STEIN 

, STEIN then asked "does the document squarely 
reaffairm the Convention?" You see when you start bargaining 
here first on the California document then on this document, 
you will meet (BOB) THOMPSON'S objections and (BEN) DAVIS' 
objections. He added that there will be comrades such 
as BOB THOMPSON who will "hit the ceiling" when he reads 
this document. 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 

DENNIS stated that from a hurried reading of 
the document, he would make basic amendments, not just 
amendments, but basic ones. 

Remarks,, of CARL_ WINTER 

WINTER remarked that whatever the amendments 
would be if they can be encompassed in the framework of 
what we are trying to do here, namely to clarify whut 
reaffirmation of the convention means and will mobilise 
the Party to consolidate its ranks on the line of the 
convention, then "I" am ready for all kinds of amendments. 
I am ready to move over in order to gain support for that. 
That is one kind of an amendment. If there should be 
some amendments that would be clearly contrary to that 
direction, I would welcome those amendments in order to 
have a clear cut, crystal position in the eyes of the 
Party membership. 

Remarks of SID STEIN 

STEIN stated that they should take it (document) 
into the NEC tomorrow adding that they won't get through 
without some basic amendments. STEIN commented further in 
effect that he would let certain things stand " for the 
sake of keeping it from blowing up" . He added that he would 
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sharpen it in one direction, while GENE (DENNIS) would 
sharpen it in another direction. 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 



DENNIS stated that it was unfortunate in his 
^judgment that "our" committee did not have on it a spokesman 
from the ultraleft. He added that some comrades say "GENE" 
is a spokesman of the left and commented that this is 
nonsense . 

Remar ks of CLAUDE L IGHTFQOT 

LIGHTB'OOT stated that there are profound 
differences within the Party which this document does not 
touch and that will not be involved in this document. He 
said the document was not designed to try to solve the 
differences in the Party. All that it tries to do is to 
give an immediate bridge uoon which to work on and that 
is to get out the mandates of the 1 6th National Convention. 
He added that in his opinion, they were trying to 
accomplish too much at one stroke. 

Remarks of SID STEIN 

i n K »u ,iz * mm >* n m mini, >■■» iw«. i » ■* »> i n ■ m i . mm 

STEIN commented that the main question is the 
Party's isolation. He then spoke of his report wherein 
he cited the reasons why the right tendencies occurred - 
because "we" did not carry out the line of the Convention. 
STEIN also mentioned the Twelve Party Declaration, saying 
he was for the "spirit" of the Twelve Party Declaration. 
Informant reported that LIGHTEOOT interrupted STEIN and 
commented that "GENE" (DENNIS) has been studylig it too, 
to which STEIN retorted that "GENE" is for st endorsing it 
(Twelve Party Declaration) . 
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Remarks of CLAU DE LIG HTFOQT 

-^. v,.,,.!.- -^. — nr--v-- i rr— n ...... f .ii .i, .m i i .. , L . . , m i . mji_r. ii ■ 

LIQHTFOOT commented that they should come to 
some agreement in the Party on what they do agree en. 
Informant reported that G;4RJ.,:>WI1ITER interrupted by 
stating in effect unless we agree that there is not enough 
that we agree on to make it possible. He add.ed that he 
did noi; believe that that was the case. 

Informant related that at this point EUGENE 
DENNIS stated that he would like to be excused from the 
meeting. LIGHTFQOT then asked DENNIS to remain until he 
finished his point. 

ggg^g^of JgUQENE DENNIS 

DENNIS stated that he wanted to criticize 
left sectarianism and dogmatism in his own way. 

Remar ks of CLA UDE LIG.HTffOOT 

LIGHTPOOT commented that you ( DENNIS) will 
criticise them self -righteously. He said, that he wanted 
to make his point and petitioned DENNIS to at least meet* him 
half way. LIGHTPOOT commented that the quest ion is how 
to deal with danger, not the sharp edge that you want to 
put in the document. 

Informant reported th^at SID STEIN then attempted 
to make a point to which SUGENE DENNIS commented 1} shut up*? 
and DENNIS again stated that he would like tc be excused 
from the meeting. 

Informant reported that LIGHTPOOT continued 
speaking apparently directing his words at DENNIS, saying 
that since he (DENNIS) is leaving, he (LIGHTPOOT) has no 
idea of his thinking and a^ded what is -the point of having 
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a committee of four people "if it is just Carl (WINTER) and 
mysslf" . 

Remaxto of SID STF.IN 

STEIN stated to the group that they knew where 
he stood. 

Remarks of CARL WINTER 

■w^ o fc i^ -iiMwwt i mm 11 i-.».» h .* k . m ..mii «jih i mK^ i>M . w u rn* n ■■ 

WINTER commented that if it (document) becomes 
a vehicle to play into the hands of either side, he would 
not have any part of it either. 

Remarks of BID STEIN 

STEIN stated that he did not give a damn about 
the formulation provided it was seriously carried out. He 
said that he knew as sure as he was sitting there, that 
neither GENS DENNIS, BOB THOMPSON nor BEN DAVIS are for 
this kind of an approach. I know it not on the basis of 
what they write, and I am not going to say that they are 
dishonest but more specifically about what they do. They 
are not for this and their amendments will show that I am 
right . 

flQrua^s gt OABL WINTER 

WINTER stated that he did not know whether he 
was making any sense or not and added that in his opinion, 
there are two kinds of amendments. There are the kind of 
amendments which you may not agree with, but in the same 
sense or spirit in which the whole document is presented - 
you agree with it taken as a whole. You have to realize 
that we have this kind of a party today with this kind of 
a situation. You have got to be able to move forward. I 
will assure you that this is not my thinking and this is 
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not my document, but I accepted a lot of things in order 
to meet a situation. 

Informant reported that the meeting ended with 
CLAUDE LIGHTEOOT commenting to CARL WINTER to look him up 
the next day for the report, to which WINTER retorted "what 
is there to report"? 
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On 2/4/58, NY 2179-S* advised as follows 
concerning a meeting of staff members held on that date 
in the Second Floor Board Room (New York State Board Room) 
at CP Headquarters, 23 West 26th Street, NYC. 
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.97-169) (PUBLISHERS 

,100^84275) (WILLIAM 

100-80640) (CPUSA - 
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100-23825) (BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR.) (19'-1) 

100-9595) (WILLIAM WEINSTONE) (19-1) 

100-469) (BILL LAWRENCE) (19-2) 

IOO-508O6) (GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY) (19-2) 

65-5604) (WILLIAM ALBERTSON) (12-11) 

100-128817) (CPUSA - NY DISTRICT - MEMBERSHIP) (19-2) 

IOO-80638) (CPUSA - MEMBERSHIP) (19-1) 

NEW PRESS) (7-2) 
L. PATTERSON) (19-2) 
NEGRO QUESTION) (19-1) 

100-128815) (CPUSA - NY DISTRICT - NEGRO QUESTION) (19-2) 

IOO-I6785) (JIM JACKSON) (19-1) 

100-128814) (CPUSA - NY DISTRICT - ORGANIZATION) (19-2) 
; 100-80641) (CPUSA - ORGANIZATION) (19-1) 
,100-25857) (PAUL ROBE.JON) (12-16) 

\ 100-.81675 } (CPUSA - PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS) (i9-l) 
^100-10989) (NEW CENTURY PUBLISHERS) (7-2) 
, 100-120128} (PARTY VOICE) (12-14) 
,100-128314) (CPUSA - NY DISTRICT - FUNDS) (19-2) 
,100-47142) (MAY DAY ACTIVITIES) (7-2) 
,100-74560) (CPUSA - FUNDS) (19-1) 
.100-128813) (19-2) 
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nB/flD ^ UTMOST CARE SHOULD BE EXERCISED IN THE REPORTING 
S^S?,? ANY 0Q?HER USE MADE 0P INFORMATION FURNISHED BY 
SUS^" 3 * SINCE THE TO** NAT ^E OF THE INFORMATION 

38° aS L SS^ Era op THIS ™ plS > 

. . Present at the meeting, according to the 
?£t?r™ ant > were: BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR.,' WILLIAM 
S^^tSS LAWRENCE, GEORGE BLAKE CHARwiY, . • 
WILLIAM ALBERTSON, and possibly others. 

In response to an inquiry, BEN DAVIS was ■ 
inxormed that further figures on CP registrations 
in the Upstate areas would he available next month. * 

During . ^discussion believed to be 
concerned with the^proposed special Negro History 
Week edition of "-The Worker".. LAWRENCE estimated 

^ e *^ st of J he issue at $ 2 > 000 * figured at the rate 
01 ^20 per thousand. He suggested that the State 
Organization could advance J.SOO to "Pat" (WILLIAM 
L.. PATTERSON) if that is the extent of his need 
WEINSTONE predicted that thousands of Negroes in 
mass organizations could be counted up*. 3. to purchase 
copies j agreed that it would be well to include in 
the issue special articles designed to reach all 
members, in-active members, and sympathisers. He 
endorsed the combining of "George's and Bill's 
proposals" by arranging to ac-ouire and send out 500 
or one thousand copies, requesting the recipients 
to note the quality of the issue, and to subscribe 
to the publication. He agreed that this was a 
great responsibility, but predicted that if left 
to the counties to handle, it would be "snafued" 
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DAVIS suggested that consideration be given to 
including JACKSON'S article on the South in the 
special issue. 

There was general agreement that it would 
he appropriate for the Party to have a special drive 
for the purpose of pushing PAUL ROBESON 1 s book. BEN 
DAVIS emphatically urged the purchasing and subsequent 
resale by the New York State Organization of 1000 
copies of ROBESON'S book. Three alternatives for 
securing copies for such a purpose were discussed, 
and it was generally agreed that the last of these 
was the most suitable: 

1. By-passing New Century (the national 
distributor) and purchasing directly from Othello (PH) 
(publishers). ' 

Z. Purchasing directly from New Century 
for resale to membership. (Credit problem here too 
difficult). 

3. Taking orders, accepting money, and 
having New Century handle the actual distribution 
of the books. 

In a discussion about "P. v." (Party Voice), 
WEINSTONE asserted that the lad: of a monthly 
publication has prevented them from getting Party 
decisions to the membership, and as a result.-, these 
decisions are now passed down by word of mouth and 
suffer7tb u thos% repeating them. There was general 
agreement that now that the "Daily Worker" has gone 
a monthly is needed. V7EINSE0NE estimated the cost ' 
of putting out a monthly at $6000 a year He decried 
*S e financial difficulties involved in publishing 
' P. V. , suggesting that it would cost approximately 

- 3 - 



• 



MEMO 

NY 100-128813 

$500 to $700 per issue for several thousand copies, 
and pointing out that they do not have peoole on 
the payroll to handle the editorial work. LAWRENCE 
expressed favor of a modest edition consisting 
of anywhere from eight to ^Ive pages, and the 
limitation of production to about 2500 copies per 
issue, in order to cut costs. A discussion of deadlines 
for the first issue ensued, during which April 1st 
was the day most frequently mentioned. However, 
to the informant's knowledge, no definite decisions 
as to date were arrived at. The suggestion was 
made that "P. v." be made the official organ of the 
State Committee; that it have a section for the 
discussion of State Committee policies and campaigns, 
and a section for the expression of views of the 
"comrades". 

An individual, whose identity was not known 
for certain to the informant, but is believed to be 
WILLIAM. PATTERSON, during a discussion of the problems 
involved in publishing "The Worker", comolained 
that more money was spent last week than* received; 
that he needs $480 "today"; also $268.80; that the 
$100 judgment fee due each Monday had not been paid 
this week. His request for money drew the response 
that the paper got $20,000 in the last few weeks, 
and declarations that there was no more money available. 

It was generally agreed that an option 
should be taken on Carnegie Hall for a May Day 
celebration, but that no commitments should be 
made until they had determined the feeling of the 
Party as to whether such a celebration should be 
an independent affair, or a united front celebration 
which would include other Socialist groups. 

All pertinent items in this memorandum 
have been furnished previously to the Bureau by airtel 
under the above caption. 
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2 -Bureau (100-3-69) (RM) 

2-Baltimore (100- ) (CP,USA - ORGANIZATION) (RM) 

(1-100- ) ((GEORGE MEYERS) 
5-Chicago (100-18953) (CP,USA)- ORGANIZATION) (RM) 

(l-A/134-46) 

'1-100-18001) (FRED FINE) 
1-61-867) (CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 

.1-100- ) (SAM KUSHNER) 
2-Cleveland (100- ) (CP,USA - ORGANIZATION) (RM) 

(1-100- ) (HY LUMER) 
2-Detroit (100-2050) (CP,USA - ORGANIZATION) (RM) 



(1-100-13420) (CARL WINTER) 
?- Indianapolis (100- .) 
(1-100 ) (MANNY BLUM) 



(CP,USA - ORGANIZATION) (RM) 



4-Los Angeles (100-26044) (CP,USA - ORGANIZATION) (RM) 

'1-100- ) (DOROTHY HEALEY) 
1-100- ) (BILL SCHNSIDERMAN) 

x 1-100- ) I 1 

2-Minneapolis (100-1878P) (CP,USA - ORGANIZATION) (RM) 

(1-100-6379) (CARL ROSS) 
2-Milwaukee (100- ) (CP,USA - ORGANIZATION) (RM) 

(1-100- ) (ALAN SHAW) 
3-Newark (100- ) (CP,USA - ORGANIZATION) (RM) 

( 1-100-19491 ) , (patothk vnm-RV) 

(1-100-2974) I ^\ 
2-San Francisco (100-27747) (CP,USA - ORGANIZATION) (RM) 

(1-65-1242) (MICKIE LIMA) 
l~New York (100-8o64l) 
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COPIES CONTINUED 

1-New York (100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (19-1) 
1-New York QOO-89816) (FRED PINE) (19-1) 
1-New York (100-23825) (BEN J. DAVIS, JR.) (19-1) 
1-New York (100-50090) (SID STEIN) (19-1) 
1-Neic York(100^0^)(JACK STACHEL) (19-1) 
1-New York (100-52959) (CHARLES LOMAN) (12-1) 
100-467) (BILL LAWRENCE) (19-2) 
100-27452) (ROBERT THOMPSON) (19-1) 
IOO-I696) (ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN) 



1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
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1-New York 
1-New York 
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1-Nc>w York 
1-New York 
1-New York 

1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
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19-2 
19-2 
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100-50806) (GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY) 
100-84275) (WILLIAM L. PATTERSON) 
IOO-I6785) (JAMES E. JACKSON) 
100-20128) (ALEXANDER BITTELMAN) 
'lOO- } (ERIC BURT) 
;i00-l6021) (ARNOLD JOHNSON) (19-2) 
,100- ) (MIRIAM FRIEDLANDER) 
; 100-13203) (GEORGE MORRIS) 
65-5604) (BILL ALBERTSON) (19-2) 
100-18673) (GEORGE WATT) (19-2) 
100-9352) (A.B. MAGIL) (12-16) 
100-97167) (Political Affairs) (7-2) 
'Strategy in Industry) 
CP,USA - Factionalism) (19-1) 
OP, USA - FUNDS) (19-1) 
CP,USA - Security Measures) (19-1) 
(Attempts of CP to form Broad 

Socialist Movement) (19-1) 
IOO-89691) (CP,USA - Domestic Administration) (19-1) 
100-4931) (CP,USA) (19-1) 
[100-129802) (CP,USA 



100-89590 
100-87211 
100-74560, 
IOO-81338) 
,100-13050' 
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[CP^USA 
CP,USA 
CP,USA 
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[97-169) (Publishers 
100-17923) " 
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Counter-intelligence 
Program). (19-0) 
International Relations) (19-1) 
Membership) (19-1) 
Line) (19-1) 
Negro Question} (19-1) 

New Press) (7-2) 

(JOHN GATES) (19-1) 
(PATRICK TOOHEY) (7-0) 
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The following is a report of the highlights 
and most important statements made at the meeting of 
the National Executive Committee (NEC), CP,USA held 
in NYC on 2/14/58, as reported by NY 2179-S*S^- 

The following individuals were believed 
by informant to be in attendance: w 

EUGENE DENNIS ^ 
FRED FINE 

BEMAMIN J. DAVIS, JR. 
GEORGE MEYERS 
GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY 
SID STEIN 
JACK STACHEL 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
ROBERT THOMPSON 
JAMES E. JACKSON 
_ DOROTHY HEAT.FV 



TJnflJDEi^LGHTFOQT 

CARL WINTER and others not identified. 

A surveillance of CP Headquarters, 23 
West 26th Street, NYC, by Special Agents of the FBI 
determined that the following individuals were observed 
entering CP Headquarters on above date: jg' 

MICKIE LIMA 

HV T.uwnra 



EMANUEL BLUM 

SAM KUSHNER 

Informant reported that GEORGE MEYERS 
acted as Chairman for the meeting. The meeting opened 
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by an unidentified individual stating that Comrade 
(BILL) LAWRENCE should be invited into the meeting at 
3:00 p.m. as a special order of business. 

Remar ks of EUGENE DENNI S 

DENNIS stated that he concurred with the 
recommendation of BOB THOMPSON tocset up a sub-committee 
which was to meet during the luncheon hours. DENNIS 
mentioned that a "hell of a lot is involved in this." 
He then referred to BILL LAWRENCE'S letter adding 
.that there should not have been such a letter. 

Remarks of FRED PINE 



FINE then asked why is it better to know 
jpeace meal adding that he did not know whether there 
rt ' r ou3.d be any better security in reports. (Believed 

INE is referring to report of sub-committee on BILL 

AWRENCE letter.) 

Remarks of BEN DAVIS 

DAVIS stated that (WILLIAM L.) PATTERSON was 
nable to be here (meeting). He said that the LAWRENCE 
etter was written without any consultation with the 
taff . He said that finances should be keot out of 
actional dispute , adding if this could not be done 
hey should not only have BILL LAWRENCE but also 
CHARLIE L0MAN and others. DAVIS stated that not to 
invite others (to the discussion) would not be fair 
and that they should not draw this committee (NEC) 
into a sort of supreme court without facts. Continuing], 
DAVIS remarked that further damage to the party would 
result and would present a picture of national 
leadership involved in a "hell of a donnybrooke" over 
finances. 

I Remarks of SID STEIN 

I Informant reported that STEIN referring 
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to CHARLIE LOMAN asked "Will he give the facts?" STEIN 
continued by saying that he understood that he would 
not. DAVIS answered STEIN'S auery by remarking that 
he had no indication that LOMAN would not give the 
facts. 

Remarks of 3ACK STACHEL 



STACHEL then referred to the (BILL) 
LAWRENCE report commenting that he (LAWRENCE) believes 
that certain action is going to be necessary. . STACHEL 
commented that action has to be taken which will affect 
others and therefore has; to be handled in a very 
responsible way. 

Remarks of DOROTHY HEALEY 



A 



HEALEY commented that she did not care 
what the consequences were, adding that ultimately 
this body (NEC) is going to have a responsibility. 
She remarked that in her opinion she did not think 
it wise to set up a new sub-committee when the 
present sub-committee could not accomplish its£b. 
:She recommended that CHARLIE (LOMAN) should be 
invited (to the meeting) when BILL (LAWRENCE) 
;appears . 



'Remarks of FRED PINE 



PINE commented that JACK (STACHEL) said there 
is enough . facts but PINE complained that he (PINE) 
was not in possession of all the facts, He recommended 
that they have a 3:00 p.m. meeting and have BOB'S 
(THOMPSON) sub-committee report as well as having 
LAWRENCE and LOMAN present. PINE added that he did 
not know what was in the LAWRENCE letter. 

Remarks of ELIZABETH GURLEY PLYNN 



PLYNN commented about the lack of 
security with regard to the LAWRENCE letter. She 
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added that lately security has been completely thrown 
out of the window and there is no regard for the 
possibility of action against our organization by 
outside force. She added that she was sure that 
everyone understood that "we are not free from inves- 
tigation and attack." 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 

DENNIS stated that the sub-committee should 
make recommendations and then the National Committee 
will accept it. 

Remarks of BOB THOMPSON 

THOMPSON stated that he was in favor of 
this committee having full power and added that 
they should not prejudice the handling of the question. 

Unknown Male 



An individual, whose identity was unknown 
to the informant, spoke and recommended that the 
Sub-committee be set up and have it report back to 
the Executive Committee later that day. Informant 
reported that among the names mentioned f or uthe- 'Sub- 
committee were the following: 

CLAUDE (LIGHTFOOT) 

CARL (WINTER) 

DOROTHY HEALEY 

EUGENE DENNIS 

GEORGE MEYERS, with ROBERT THOMPSON to 
act as Chairman. of the Sub-committee. Informant 
reported that CARL WINTER suggested that JIM JACKSON 
replace him at this sub-committee. 

Remarks of SID STEIN 



\Z 



STEIN then spoke concerning the agenda 
for the coming National Committee meeting, He mentioned 
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chat the manifesto (64 Party declaration) should be 
the last point on the agenda. STEIN then furnished 
the National Administrative Committee^ recommendation 
on the agenda for the National Committee meeting: 

1. Discuss Party situation. 

He added that no reports would be given, 
however, resolutions would be adopted from proposals 
received after discussion. He said that the following 
2 points would come under Party situation: 

A. 12 Party statement, 

B. Resignation of (JOHN) GATES. 

2. Moving of National Center to Chicago, 
that is whether to move or not to move. 

3. Leadership 

4. Special order of business - report 
on economic situation. 

5. Report on "The Worker". 
Rema rks of CLAUDE LIGHTEOOT 

LIGHTPOOT proposed that the question of 
the. agenda should be held in abeyance until the report 
from the Sub-Committee was completed (believed 
referring to report on LAWRENCE letter and CHARLIE 
LOMAN) . 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 

DENNIS stated that with regard to the 
discussion on the Party situation, this should be 
completed by the afternoon session and that there 
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should be a vote by 6:00 p.m. (referring to afternoon 
session of National Committee meeting Saturday ^/lg/56*) 

DENNIS continued stating that at 6:00 p.m. 
they should begin the discussion on leadership and 
the move to Chicago. Ke said that Sunday they should 
discuss the economic report, elections and work on 
the mass organization. He said that this would be 
followed by an extensive discussion on Sunday after- 
noon with the prep_arabion of a report on the situation 
within the Party. 

Remarks of BEN DAVIS 



x 



DAVIS spoke and proposed that the first 
point on the agenda should be the discussion of 
the Party situation. 

Unknown Male 



An individual, whose identity was unknown 
to the informant^ spoke and stated that GENE T S (DENNIS) 
proposal in relation to the question of time with 
regard to the agenda is not realistic. 



Remarks of DOROTHY HEALEY 



HEALEY remarked that the Executive Com- 
mittee has not made provision for BILL SCHNEIDERMAN ! S 
report . 

Remarks of CARL WINTER 



WINTER commented that n We are told that 
Comrade BILL SCHNEIDERMAN was incited to New York." 
He added that he did not want to make a major point 
of this, but that he was unable^^to see his (SCHNEIDERMAN) 
priority since this day is the touch • stone for 
the entire Party. 
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Remarks of SID STEIN 



STEIN stated that the NEC could not resolve 
the national economic situation until it^resolves 
certain internal problems. He added that it was im- 
possible to avoid (BILL) SCHNEIDERMAN J S letter, however, 
he said the thought it could be handled in a substantive 
way here. 

Remarks of CLAUDE .LIGHTPOOT 

LIGHTFOOT commented that he was in no 
moodeto discuss anything but the Sub- committee report. 

Remarks of GEORGE MEYERS - Chairman 



MEYERS asked if there were any amendments 
to the agenda. He mentioned (CARL) WINTER proposed 
that the agenda be changed to have the economic 
question placed first and everything else to follow. 

Remarks of CARL WINTER 

WINTER stated that the internal situation 
must be resolved with regard to the situation in 
and out of the Party. He stated that the economic 
situation is affecting the thinking of the whole 
working class, adding that this has been his experience 
throughout districts with regard to their discussion 
of the labor policy statements. 

Remarks of JACK STACHEL 

STACHEL commented with regard to dis- 
cussion of the first point (of agenda) he said that 
2 reports were to be presented before the last 
National Administrative Committee (NAC) meeting. 
He said that he had a.n informal discussion with CARL 
WINTER the other evening and would recommend the 
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postponing of things for a period of 3 to § months. 

Remarks of DOROTHY HEALBY 

HEALEY spoke and proposed the f olloxriLng 
agenda : 

1. Party situation. 

2. Economic situation. 
3* ''.Chicago. 

4. Leadership. 

5. "The Worker 11 . 
Remarks of CARL WINTER 

WINTER commented that the essence of his 
proposal was to inquire as to what the left secretarian 
and revisionist is going to do on the economic situation, 
He added that he did not want to get out a (personal) 
proposal against them. 

Remarks of SID STEIN 



STEIN commented that this agenda leaves 
no room for removal of those comrades ("believed 
referring to CHARLIE LOMAN and others.) 

Remarks of BEN DAVIS 

DAVIS commented that he believed that 
the order of business can be arranged to give the 
effect of a new leadership. He said that it is 
to be on the basis of mass work - no purporting to 
smother the internal situation. 
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An individual, whose identity was unknown 
to the informant, spoke and stated that some comrades 
do not want to get involved until the Party leadership 
is resolved. He said that some comrades are fighting 
for leadership alone. He expressed the opinion that 
the differences within the Party have to be resolved 
subsequent to a discussion of these differences, and 
not by re-arranging the Committee r s (National Committee) 
agenda. 

Remarks of SID STEIN 

STEIN recommended that they have a vote 
and not prolong the discussion. 

Remarks of GEORGE MEYERS - Chairman 

T .^-T- MEYERS stated that the proposal is 
that we have" the report of HY (LUMER V S economic 
report) first and that this be the first point under 
discussion. 

Informant reported that a vote was then 
taken on (3KRL WINTER'S motion for the agenda's amendment 
to place the economic situation as the first point 
on the agenda for the National Committee meeting. 
This amendment was carried 8 in favor with 7 opposed. 

Remarks of FRED PINE 

PINE stated that they should settle 
when the first point (economic situation) will 
terminate. 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 

DENNIS stated that this discussion should 
terminate by 4:00 p.m. and that a vote should be 
taken during the Saturday evening session. 
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Remarks of SID STEIN / 

STEIN commented that this was an im- 
possibility. 

Remarks of CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT 



LIGHTPOOT proposed that on the basis of 
what they have now he would recommend that GENE 
(DENNIS) and SID (STEIN) organize the remainder of 
the agenda. 

Remarks of SID STEIN 



STEIN commented that he will object 
strenuously before the National Committee to the 
whole approach by the Committee (NEC-) to this entire 
situation. 

Remarks of GEORGE METERS - Chairman 

MEYERS then referred to a motion made 
by EUGENE DENNIS that the National Committee itself 
should make proposals with regard to the remainder 
of the agenda. 

Remarks of DOROTHY HEALBY 

HEALEY made the proposal that the NEC 
is required to explain ,.why;;a. decision of the last 
National Committee with ragards to reports on the 
National Labor Conference, the National Negro 
Conference, and the labor policy statement which 
gave specific instructions, was npt carried out by 
the NAC. She added that she wxix review her motion 
after the NEC has been given a sufficient explanation 
[by the NAC. 

temarks of CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT 

LIGHTPOOT commented that the question on 
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leadership should precedf the question of the move to 
Chicago. 

Informant reported that a general dis- 

/cussion then ensued on the question of invitees to 
the National Committee meeting, which resulted in a- 
number of proposals being made, and as a result it -.was 
proposed that they (National Committee) have an 
Executive session. 

Remarks of SID STEIN 

STEIN then inquired if this meant that 
everyone would he omitted. 

Remarks of GEORGE MEYERS - Chairman 

MEYERS then called this question for a 
vote. The motion was carried 8 in favor 6 opposed that 
the National Committee be in Executive session. 

Remarks of CARL WINTER 



% 



WINTER stated that he did not vote 
on this question „ 

Remarks of JACK STACREL 



STACHEL commented that most comrades 
did not know what was going on, adding that he did 
not know. 

Remarks of GEORGE MEYERS - Chairman 



MEYERS asked for a motion to proceed, but 
ah-, unidentified individual asked that there be a motion 
to reconsider. 

Remarks of ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 



PLYNN stated that she would be willing 
to reconsider on (ARNOLD) JOHNSON, (WILLIAM L.) 
PATTERSON and (ALEXANDER) BITTLEMAN. 
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SID STEIN interrupted FLYNN by suggesting 
that there be 8 more names. FLYNN commented that the 
original proposal was that there would be 3 (invitees) 
and added that she was not adverse to the extention 
of this list. 

; Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 

DENNIS stated that they should take a vote 
on the consideration. This vote was carried 9 in 
favor and 5 opposed for reconsideration. 

Remarks of SID STEIN 



SID STEIN then read the following names, 
apparently individuals who were invited to the National 
Committee meeting: 



aBNOTD JOHNSON 



GEORGE MORRIS 
BILL ALBERTSON 
ALEXANDER BITTLEMAN 



MORRIS CHILDS and 
BILL LAWRENCE 

Remarks of, DOROTHY HEALEY 

•tfc/j tBJv-' move that we have a motion to 
elect a new editorial board for P. A. (Political 
Affairs). 

Unknown Male 



An individual, whose identity was unknown 
to the informant, spoke and then referred to a letter 
written to (EUGENE) DENNIS from Comrade PAT (TOOHEY), 
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Remarks of CLAUDE LIGHTEOOT 

LIGHTFOOT then asked the unidentified 
individual whether he was present when this letter 
was re aid. 

Remarks of SID STEIN 

STEIN stated that GENE (DENNIS) read it 
(the letter) at a NAG meeting and at the end of his 
reading discovered that it was from PAT (TOOHEY) and 
that it was to be confidential. STEIN continued, saying 
that GENE then asked the members of the NAG not to 
reveal its contents since it was a personal letter. 

Remarks of CLAUDE LIGHTEOOT 

LIGHTFOOT recommended that- MARTHA (STONE) 
get together with GENE (DENNIS) and BEN (DAVIS) to 
see what PAT (TOOBEY) said. 



Remarks of 



. .stated that Comrade (PAT) TOOHEY 

had discussed with her the fact that he 'had a meeting 
with GENE DENNIS. She said that she would invite 
the comrades of this Committee to go to her district 
(New Jersey) to see the situation. 

Remarks of BOB THOMPSON 

THOMPSON stated that the Sub-committee 
will meet on the second floor where there is a blackboard, 

. Informant reported that following the-, recess 

the meeting continued with the following comments 
by CARL WINTER: 

WINTER gave a report on efforts "of 
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himself and CLAUDE LIGHTF00T to revise a : -collective 
report for the National Committee, He stated this 
document is subject to two types of amendments. He 
commented that certain type amendments are valuable 
in that they oblige everyone to set down crystal clear 
where " ,#f he parts company. There are certain kinds 
of amendments toward which we should display a wel- 
coming attitude „ WINTER suggested that the meeting 
adjourn for approximately 15 minutes in order for the 
members to read the document under discussion, follow- 
ing the short adjournment, GEORGE MEYERS, Chairman 
called the meeting to order and commented that Comrade 
GENE (DENNIS) has the floor. 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 




DENNIS stated that SID (STEIN) had ex- 
pressed an opinion and was prepared to state a 
resolution on the California document. CLAUDE 
(LIGHTP00T) and CARL (WINTER) prepared to accept 
this resolution as a basis (for discussion) . They 
agreed to work on the document. 

The first thing that struck me about 
their work is that we have an amalgamation of the 
California resolution, SID*S (STEIN) report and 
a couple of items from my report. 

DENNIS added that their efforts were 
motivated by the highest interest in the Party, but 
"it will mean all things to all men" depending on 
your position. Adding as an example the questions 
on revisionism and the vanguard role. 

I think, in the struggle for unity which 
is of cardinal importance, the National Committee should 
take a clear position on a number of points, namely, 
the class struggle, the significance of the 16th National 

Convention and the issues of dogmatism and revisionism. 
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There are a number of theoretical questions also that 
must be settled. We should reach an accurate view, 
something must be clearly upheld and in agreeing 
we will save the Party. 

Informant reported that SID STEIN then 
interrupted DENNIS requesting that DENNIS point out 
the points of divergence. 

Continuing, DENNIS mentioned the question 
on (JOHN) GATES and his symbol of the Party *s trend 
toward Socialsim. DENNIS commented that since the 
16th National Convention the Party has been unsuccessful 
in carrying out these principles and the leadership' 
is divided. 

DENNIS was of the opinion that the 
National Committee should come to aT;~concre&e 
stand on 6 points, as set out in the 16th National 
Convention. 

1. Insure the Party's participation 
in the important class struggles. 

2. Make the best contribution in the 
present struggles and clarify our action in respect 
to the 16th National Convention. 

3. Rebuild the CP. 

He added that the convention set up 
features based on Marxism - Lenism. It set up issues 
of the Party's vanguard role. We must have a Party 
of action. We must prohibit all factions, adding 
"the Party is here to stay." He said "we" must 
not be confused with the United Socialist Party. 
We must be a vanguard working Party guided by Marxism- 
Leninism. 
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4. Errors of the past were all left 
sectarianisms -% There is still a struggle against 
left sectarianism and right opportunism. We must 
refute the revisionists to build the Party. We must 
struggle against the factions that are against the 
Marxist-Leninist line of the Party. 

5. Establish agreement on the above points, 
All should study the 64 Party Declaration, and those 
who reject it should be looked on as dogmatists. 

6. Re-organise the National leadership 
to work as a team in order to carry out the l6th 
National Convention principles. 

Remarks of SID STEIN 



STEIN spoke and referring to DENNIS 1 
report said we "are punchy" with words. STEIN added 
that what he wants to see is a Party of 12,000 
members who are able to discuss points with others and 
a Party to carry out what the National Convention 
intended. That is to discuss a way to Socialism. 
Eventually bring forth a United Party of Socialism.* 

He said that the majority of the National 
Committee were willing to take steps on the California 
document, adding that the difficulties can be overcome, 
not easily but it can be done. STEIN stated further 
that in his opinion a smaller Party would be isolated 
but at least it would oe maintained for a time. 

He said that "we 11 do not want a section 
of leadership who do not agree with the National 
Convention. STEIN stated that he has asked Comrade 
DENNIS for weeks what he has, to put it on paper and 
let us see it. STEIN stated that the greatest 
dis- service that can be done to the Party is to talk 
in nebulous terms,, He said that people have lost 
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confidence in us and some of them are thinking cf leaving 
and joining something else. He added that they are 
not revisionists. He added that confidence in himself 
and DENNIS and so forth is not the same as confidence 
in the Party. He commented that what threatens the 
Party at the moment is Revisionism, 

Remarks of CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 



LIGHTFOOT stated that at the last National 
Committee meeting it was decided to appoint a Sub-com- 
mittee, He added that the way the sub-committee was 
set up convinced him that some comrades want war 
not peace , adding that when they returned to their 
districts , the sub-committee was torpedoed. We were 
accused of being afraid. Yes comrades I am afraid 
for our Party. I am concerned aboug the thing 
we have devoted most our adult life to. 

LIGHTPOOT comment ed t that there does 
not appear to be a mature leadership and he rejected 
the inference made by GENE (D3NNIS) and SID (STEIN). 
LIGHTPOOT said that to reverse the convention is 
not easy and that they need a new convention 
in order to do it. We have a constitution we are 
going to live by - it says any major policy decision 
must go to the membership. He stated th&t to 
say that the main danger is left sectarianism is a 
conclusion of the convention. We cannot say it 3s 
revisionism and we cannot change it without a 
convention. This document is not ambiguous., it states 
we have not overcome sectarianism to the extent that 
we can elevate revisionism to be the main danger. 

Continuing ^ LIGHTPOOT commented that 
(JOHN) GATES is out of the Party, and so are many 
others # Let us worry about the present membership. 
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We have almost absolute isolation from the masses. He 
said it was getting to a point where if anyone says 
anything he is a revisionist. In California they call 
SAM KUSHNER a revisionist. In Chicago they say he is 
"left" . 

Informant reported that an unidentified 
female interrupted LIGHTFOOT by stating that NY calls 
him (KUSHNER) revisionist. 

Continuing, LIGHTFOOT stated that they 
should try to meet halfway. 

Informant reported that LIGHTFOOT 
apparently directed his comments to GENE (DENNIS) 
and referred to DENNIS 5 marking of the document. 

i LIGHTFOOT said that he could not 

understand GENE'S objection. Continuing, LIGHTFOOT 
stated that if you comrades of the NEC cannot 
bend over a little to meet thisjproblem you do 
not want unity and you do not want CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT. 

He stated that history has a way of 
catching up with this leadership, adding that in 
"48 (I948)ttey cavghfc up with us and it*., took them 
to "5£" (1952) to find us. I do not consider the 
convention a bible. Me will not exist if we toss 
overboard the only basis I see in the Party for unity. 

Unknown Male 



An individual, whose identity was unknown 
to the informant, then asked a question on prodeedure. 
"Do we go into the content of the document now or 
should we vote on placing it before the National 
Committee. " 
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Unknown Male (Possibly MICKIE LIMA ) 

An individual believed to be LIMA 
stated that there is a danger of becoming lost in 
layers of words and discussions „ There has been no 
talk here to, show me that there should be a change 
made. The unity of our Party will be achieved on a 
basis of understanding and applying our theories 
to the American scene* 

This document is an amalgamation of 
contrary viewpoints ft . I think the California 
document places the issues facing the Party more 
squarely on the line. It is positively clear in 
stating the problem. I do not believe in the co- 
existence of many trends and on the other hand you 
cannot say that one trend is all good and another is 
all bad. I &as never a part of any (JOHN) GATES 
trend. . 

The convention I thought set up the 
predominant trend of the Party. Now there is a move 
to push the trend the other way. There is too much 
dogmatism in the Party today. We must realise there 
is no eternal law* The laws of Marxism-Leninism 
are not eternal* We have got to change when change 
is necessary. I have been trying to think this thing 
out in my own way. I have been labeled a" revisionist." 
I warmly endorsed the Hungarian Government. I haye.^ 
a high regard for internationalism and particularly 
the role of the Soviet Union, 

Unidentified Male Be lieved to be GEORGE MEYERS 

The fundamental problems facing us 
is that of applying the fundamentals of Marxism- 
Leninism to the American scene and the failure to 
lead the Party in mass work* I find I cannot move 
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the Party in my district in any mass way s due to the kind 
of discussion going on in the Party. 

Unknown Male 

An individual ^ whose identity was unknown 
to the informant, then stated that he is opposed to 
the idea that a danger exists in working with the 
Socialist groups. This individual stated that part 
of the right danger lies in a divided trade union 
movement, the question of the Negro People's Movement 
and a lack of grasping on to the opportunity. 

This individual stated that he. believed 
that the American capitalism has changed toward the 
labor unions land socialistic trends. He said that the 
word or phrase "dictatorship of the proletariat 11 is a 
phrase the average person in America cannot understand, 
but that "peaceful transition" is a better phrase and 
should be used. He s^id that to talk about the situation 
in the Soviet Union and Stalin is like walking on eggs. 
He said that following the convention word spread 
around that I was anti-semetic because of a certain 
resolution submitted at the convention. I labeled it 
all as reactionary , while deploring the situation- in 
the Soviet Union around the killing of those Jewish 
people. This individual ended his talk by stating 
that he did not believe that this is a reason for 
leaving the American Communist Party. 

Remarks of DOROTHY HEALEY 

HEALEY then asked how much longer they 
would continue and what they should accomplish at 
this meeting. 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 

DENNIS stated that both reports should 
be presented to the National Committee the following 
clay. 
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Informant reported that there was much< 
discussion for and against CARL'S (WINTER) and CLAUDE'S 
J (LIGHTFOOT) document. It was proposed that a vote 
I be taken on both documents and the document receiving 
| the most votes be reported to the National Committee. 






1 Remarks of Unknown Male 


f 
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An individual, whose- identity was unknown 
to the informant, stated that he was against this 
proce-duxe, as the document getting the most votes 
will be characterized as being the document sponsored 
by the NEC, which is not the case. This unknown 
male proposed that a vote be taken and the document 
receiving the least number of votes will be reported 
as a minority report. 




Remarks of 



] argued that a vote should be 



V 



taken now, but wants points of both documents 
incorporated into the discussion so that what the 
majority of the NEC wants is actually the basis of 
discussion. 

Remarks of DOROTHY HEALEY 

HEALEY spoke and argued in favor of 
CLAUDE'S report but said that points of each which 
are in agreement to all members of the NEC should 
be presented to the Committee (National Committee). 
She added that she is not in agreement with all the 
points of CLAUDE'S report, but remarks that she con- 
siders it significant that CLAUDE (LIGHTFOOT) and 
CARL (WINTER), two persons with different points of view 
are able to get together and put out a report. She 
said this should serve as an example to the meeting. 



Unknown Male 



An individual, whose identity was unknown 
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to the informant, stated that the line of approach in 
one of the documents represents' the majority in the NEC, 
while the line of approach in the second document re- 
presents the line of approach in the NAC. This in- 
dividual stated that "both documents will have to be 
presented. He recommended that the NEC vote on the 
documents and the results reported to the National 
Committee, in order that the National Committee will 
know the thinking of the NEC regarding these documents. 

Remarks of GENE DENNIS 

DENNIS proposed that a vote be taken 
as to whether both documents will be presented to 
the National Committee. 

Informant reported that there was much 
discussion as to the procedure, regarding these 
documents, and that SID STEIN stated that the 
trouble is that everyone present, no matter how 
sanctimonious, is fighting for his own position and 
these documents will only continue the struggle in 
a different way. 

Remarks of Individual Believed to be JIM JACKSON 



JACKSON stated that the discussion is 
dragging on hopelessly and that the committee cannot 
even agree on a simple question of procedure- without 
a 3 to 4 hour discussion. He proposed that they 
adjourn for dinner. He also proposed that a vote 
from the floor on both documents be taken with the 
understanding that neither document be designated 
as the one in favor by the NEC or the position of 
the NEC. 

Remarks of sip stein 

STEIN stated that heteagrees with the 
document being a basis for discussion with minor 
changes. 
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Remarks of GEORGE BLAKE OHARNEZ i' 

CHARNEY suggested that they have a report 
of the Sub- committee in which the document approved 
by 2 members of the sub-committee, is presented as a 
basis for discussion* He added that you have a document 
of the third member of the sub-committee which is 
offered as a substitute and you have SID'S (STEIN) 
view with this document as a basis for discussion, 
with some amendments „ He recommended that they present 
it in that manner r^' 

Remarks of SID STEIN 

STEIN stated that CARL (WINTER) will 
present the document as the work of the two comrades 
of the sub-committee (WINTER and LIGHTFOOT). GENE 
(DENNIS) will present, his own document because he 
cannot go along with this one. T support the document 
although I have some amendments J^^ 

Informant reported that the chairman 
took a voice vote >and there was no opposition to this 
motion of STEIN* S.£^ 

Informant reported that following this 
there was some general discussion and the meeting 
adjourned. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM r UNITED STAOES GOVERNMENT 
TO: DIRECTO^FBI (IOO-3-63) DATE:*l^/58 



FROM; 



SAC, NEW YORK (100^74560) 



SUBJECT: CP, USA - FUNDS 
IS - C 



mTm _ r PARE MUST BE UT ILIZED IN HANDLING AND REPORTING 
THE FOLLOWING INFORM TIONT ^rNCE' THE" VJJTrT' NA TORE OF THTft ' 
INFORMATION TE NDS jfo PIS CL^r" 7 ^"? W.Wvf^r7 w ' a *f T GHTY — 
PLACED AK1 D SENSITIVE INFO'MfrT 



2-Bureau (100-3363) (RM) 
£-Butte (100- 2 ) (RM) 
2- Chic a go (IQOr ) (RM) 

( 1-100-18001) (FRED FINE) 
1-Detroit (RM) 
1-Los Angeles (RM) 
2*»Minneapolis (RM) 

(1-100- ) (CARL ROSS) 

1 -Newark r.-.? ■»> (RM) 
1-Oklahoma City (RM) 
2«Pittsburgh (RM) 

(1-100- ) (STEVE NELSON) 

1-San Franscisco (RM) 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
^>New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-N©w York 
lr»New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
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(37) 
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100-13923) 
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IOO&I28314) (NY STATE CP FUNDS) (#19-2) 

100-27452) (ROBEKT THOMPSON) (#19-1) 

IOO-8O638) (CP, U?A - MEMBERSHIP) (#19-1) 

100-9365) (WILLIAM IS, HOSIER) (#19-1) 

100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (#19^1) 

100-89816) (FRED FINE) (#19-1) 

100-50090) (SID. STEIN) (#19-1) 

100-19679) (ISADORE WOPSEY) (#19rl) 

97-169) (Publisher's New Press) (#7-2) 

100-li.67) (BILL LAWRENCE)- (#19-2) 

100-L|.93D (CP, USA) (#19-1) 

100-8^275) (WILLIAM L, PATTERSON) ' (#12-15) 
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n 2/27/585 NY 2179-S* advised that on above date 
and ROBERT THOMPSON had a conference at the 



latter* 6s office, CP headquarters, 23 West 26th St,, NYC* be 

According to the informant* the discussion pertained to a b7c 

run-down on Party finances and expenses ♦ The informant 

advised that certain point s of ^discussion were not available 

as both THOMPSON and | I took the added, security precaution 

of using the blackboard; however,' the general tenor of the 

discussion was as follows: 



„ ] commented that fl Thi£ is all we can clear up u 

(figures written on blackboard) . He stated there is the 
additional problem of (HJGENJS) DB3OTS who gets #30 (per week) 
for cabs and BILL, FOSTER has been getting 475 a week* He 
said ,f we !t pay the rent for the Chicago office amounting to 
$60 (per month?) 

Continuing, | | inf ormad THOMPSON that there is 
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"actually three c&rs !! (believe referring to 3 Party cars) 

He explained that PRED (PINE) has la qar) , a 1951 (model) 
which is not worth much, someone offered |80 for it ? He 
stated that this can b^ worked out with him (PINE) and 
indicated that PINE was coming to New York City to settle 
up his affairs. 



b6 
b7D 



Continuing, | | stated the two cars, SID's (STEIN) 



car is in the Chicago office and there is BILL*s (FOSTER) car. 
He said the a mount comes to this much roughly (puts figure on 
blackboard). | | also stated that there is a total of 
miscellaneous expenses in this amount (puts figure on black** 
board) ♦ 

Continuing, the informant reported that ARON stated 
that n we n (National Office) lease the building (CP 'Headquarters) 
for this amount ( figures on blackboard) . He commented that 
there was additional money spent oft painting. and repairs of 
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the building saying that a plumbing bill of over $>100 is 
still unpaid. He indicated that &1000 was added to the 
expense of the building which is only a minimum figure. 



then mentioned that the expenses for the 
National Committee meetings which occur four times a year 
comes to this amount (written on blackboard).. It is noted 
that this informant reported previously that the last 
National Committee meeting cost ^1996 • 



he 

hlC 



Continuing, I I stated ^hat another item is b6 

"Blue Cxtpss" which he described as extremely valuable i b7c 

and amounts to this monthly (figure on blackboard) . [ ' 



then referred to additional items not described as coming 
to %500 a month and added that if you bring two people in 
from California, it will cost $>500. He said that n oui» 
budget" last year came to this amount (on blackboard) * 
He explained that this figure did not include administrative 
expenses such as paper, postage, telegrams ? telephones, or 
contributions toward political work. "He remarked that he 
Just wanted to give (THOMPSON) a bird*s~eye view and apparently 
continued to write on the blackboard. 

THOMP SON as ked if it is all channeled through one 



person to which | replied all channeled through . ♦ • . he he 

gives it to us (no name mentioned), all co ntribu tions he gets b7c 
he turns over to us. (It is believed thatl lis referring 
to ISADORS WCFSEY) . 



I I stated that "The Worker" has been a constant 
problem day in and day out and "you live from one day to 
the next" and no matter how much (money) the Party gets, 
it goes. He said that no one made a bigger fight against 
the giving out of money than did BILL LAWRENCE, but it 
did no good. He stated that this ,( amount) is dues (collected) 
last year (figure on blackboard) ♦ He said this figure also 
represented convention dues payments. 
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The informant reported that| | apparently continues 

to write on the blackboard and stated tEat " The Worker" is 
going to need (figure on blackboard) to operate. He commented 
that it is going to be hard to get money as people are in a 
bad frame of mind. They want to see tne Party do something , 
adding that the Party "now" is in deficit financing. 

I I asked THOMPSON if he had any questions so far, 
and he then continued talking stating that he believ ed the 
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Party could maintain the staff and indicated that he | | b?c 



should get off the payroll. Concerning the staff payroll, 



be 

b7C 



. stated that PAT (¥. L. PATTERSONTis now on "The Worker" 

(payroll) . | | indicated that he would recommend that one 
person be named to be in charge of fund raising with a 
committee working under this person. 

Continuing, I I stated that the question "of subsidy" 
has to be solved . He remarked that CARL ROSS is looking for 
a job, STEVE (NELSON) is either looking for work or presently 
has a job, and that ARNOLD JOHNSON will be on the staff 
(payroll) . 

I I commented that in his opinion, they should 
set. up a committee which would function outside the Party as well as 
in. the- iParty • (inf o-rmant^believea l h is spaaking'of.a-.fund raising b 7^ 
committee). He indicated that he has talked to some people 
about such a committee, but he was unsuccessful in ge tting 
anyone to accept the chairmanship. He commented thatC^_] 
(possiblvl 1 had told him that people are completely 
callous and the response (for money) is disheartening. 



. | also advised THOMPSON that he had made another 

proposal l to set up) a legal committee in order to pay off 
attorney's fees which he characterized as being a major 
problem. He stated that the districts still owe for the 
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last National Committee meeting saying that ^£000 should be 
coming in from the districts. He indicated that the only 
districts that have paid the National Office are Oklahoma, 
Montana, Michigan, and Los Angeles, (southern California 
district). He stated that the bigger districts like eastern 
Pennsylvania, northern California, New Jersey, New York, and 
Illinois owe us (National Office) quite large sums of money 
and "I" have a list of all the money they owe us. 



Continuing, informant reported that[ 
discussed proposals that he apparently made: 



then 



1. Have a financial secretary responsible for 
receiving and disbursements of funds. 

2 Get rid of the Chicago Office unless ; (we) get 
agreement to move there. 

3. Give additional thought to cutting the staff. 

| then discussed the cost of maintaining BILL 
it cogts this much per week (figure on black- 



be 

b7C 



POSTER saying 
board.) 

He commented that in his opinion, he did not 
believe the car (POSTER'S personal car) should be garaged 
for this m^ch money (on blackboard) and added that " ten- -per ce'nt of 
budget is going to POSTER'S income. 



Continuing, 



stated that BOB would have to go 
is also a question of miscellaneous 



expenses "like those cabs for GENE (DfiM MIS)" He commented |30 
a week for (cabs) almost ^2000 a year* I I stated that in * 
addition ax "we" have ^Office (cleaning) help amounting to $>70 
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a week and mentioned , who also 



does the mimeographing ana cleaning worlc as well as | 

I who he indicated works two days aweekand is paid 



|2l| a week. 



Continuing, informant reported that| |also 

spoke on-the question of membership, commenting that there 
is no real membership set up. He said that the districts 
have no membership set up and there is no membership apparatus 
under the present set up, 

THOMPSON then a sked "How much in t he way" of 
recor ds?", "How much does I I take care of? 



althOHCrh shft 1 g v^mr hn.q-(r. TTo <a q ^ -f-H Q -fr t.H +H tjie help 

°f I I cou^d work out 

a system to handle the books* 

I I advised THOMPSON that tfiey should work out an 

arrangement in the collection of dues during the National 
Committee and the National Executive Committee meetings He 
said that they should set an hour aside at these meetings in 
order to collect dues* 



be 
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stated that a drive (fund drive) might be be 

successful but "that "Affairs" are valuable politically, but k?c 

in many cases you lose m oney o n affairs. (It is the 
informants opinion that l I sneaking of , "affairs" is 
referring to the large gatherings of the* type that are held 
in Madison Sauare Garden.) 

** ' ; b6 

b7C 



be 



replied that she I I can take care of most of it b7c 



be 
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be 



Informant reported that at the close of the discussion, hlr 

I | spoke about himself commenting .that he did not have a 

coat, a hat, money, or a job. He said that he might seek 

employment as a painter or a proofreader. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO; SAC, LOS ANGELES (100= 

FROM; '' SAC, CHICAGO'' (100=33?l|-0) 

SUBJECT; CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP 
IS - C 



DATE; 




I | who has furnished relia ble information 

in the past, on 2/20/£8 made available to SA [ 



■bo 
b7C 



a three page document which contained two letters „ 

The- first letter, dated "February 1* 1958% addressed 
"Dear Friend" 9 advises of "new developments in the case of five 
CP members unconstitutionally suspended in Los Angeles „ „ <,„ <> <," 
This letter is signed, "C H o /J o H o /B D o /B o D ^. P o " „ The letter' 
states that f urther information regarding this mat ter may be 
obtained from I I Calif, 1 '. 
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The three page document contains a second latter y 
dated "Januarv 2)\., 1958" B .addressed "To ftne District Council* 
'Sbo'Ca'iff. D'£str'lct; i - ,! 'G6mkunis"t ? Party P USA" . This second letter 
is signed by "C.H./J^H./ri.D./B.D./W.P." . 

One photostat of this document is being sent to New 
Yorkp one to Los Angeles*, and the original is being retained in 
Chicago File 100~337l).0~lA(10)o 

9 - Los Angeles (Enclosure - 1) (RM) 
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K1N0SDRIDGE 
IS«C 

Identity of So arc e 



Date of Activity 
Date Received 
Received by 
Original Located 



1 who has furnished ££ j° 

reliable- info in past ls;ti2 

(conceal) — ,\*-. ;,3 

2/4/58 : . — .^-.m 



;/ 21/98 



SAl 



[ 



] 



1 #r 



Utmost care must be U3ed in handling and report 
the following information in order to protect the identity 
of the informant. 



By report dated 2/9/5% *[ 



] furnished 



information concerning a meeting of subject club held 
2/4/58. 

A copy of informants report follows? 
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Report Communist Party U o S A. Feb. 9 9 1958 
Activities New York 



A meeting of the Kingsbridge area of the n qrth~wes 



se ction C,P Q was h eld on Feb, 4th* 1958 at I \ apart OJ , 
at | ~| Ave «<g Bronx j, N Y 



The following members were present at this meeting » b7c 



chaired the meeting. 



be 

b7C 
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* 



7ho 



I said that he will make a short report on decissions 
made by the north-west secbion committee C e P a on activities 
of the clubs and areas in the seotion The report will b6 
be in the form of points and the meeting can decide on each b7c 
point during the report, whith or whitout discussions^ 
as he goes on with his report* Suggestion was approved . 

| | reported: 

1^ The Section Committee decided that the entire 
membership in this section should participate in the sub 
drive of the Worker. Each club or area should establish 
a press committee for this purpose 

This meeting decided to "actively" participate in 
the sub drive of The Worker « It was decided to postpone 
the getting up of a press committee until next meeting*, 
in the "hope" that there will be a larger attendance 

2a. The Bronx County Committee advanced $2^000 
to The Worker, It was a loan made by the committee . 
This section is responsible for $800* This money must 
be raised within the neyt few weeks, 

Meeting decided to paise funds. 
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3^ The registration In the Bronx County isn't 
going well, It runs a little over -g- of the 1956 registra- 
tion # "I belive-, that this area has about the same propor- 
tion/ 1 *~ 

Meeting decided s 

** a) . To have a special concentration on 
registration o 

b) Registration Committee of Kingsbridge 
area should have a special meeting at 
which steps should be taken to have a 
week of special concentration on 
registration 

c) During the concentration week each member 
in the area should be Involved in the 
registration campaign; including the 

4 visiting of former QP members. 

4^ The Section Committee is urging the membership 
to participate in the reception for Elisabeth Flynn which 
will be held, on Feb* 22nd <> 1958 at the Allerton Community 
Center* Admission is $ioo* 

Meeting decided to take 10 tickets to sell 
to members o Lee and Dorothy are to be in charge of the sale 
of these tickets. 

5^ Bronx County Committee Is anxious that party 

TCoPo) in the different sections of the Bronx should attend 
the dinner of the Bronx Branch of the N o A e A C.Po which will 
be held at the Embassy Ballroom on 3?eb 11th, 1958 * 

No one a t the meeting e xpressed a desire to go to this 



b6 



dinner o I I will notify absent (from this b7c 

meeting) members a.bout this dinner « 
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§^ The northwest section committee proposes the 

setting up of neighborhood committees in the section 
connected with the Bronx Committee for a Sane 
Nuclear Policy* The section committee claims 
that it will be easy to set up such committees in 
the mass organizations ^ especial^ in the P«?T 9 groups « 
The section committee is urging*" every party (C P o ) 
member to attend the meeting of the Bronx Committee for 
a Sane Nuclear Policy on Peb e 14th at the Methodist Church 
on Fordham Rd* E c of Grand Concourse „ 

It was decided that some members of the Kingsbridge area 
will attend the Feb* 14 th meeting To approve in principal 
the idea* of setting up such committees but to find out 
more about the principals of the committee for a sane xJuclear 
policy to be able to present the idea of it to different 
people in the P*T C and other mass organizations, 

Lee led a discussion on the declaration of the 12 
communist parties * 

She read parts of the "declaration" from the December 
(1957) issue of Political Affairs which she quoted t 
"The communist parties regard the struggle for peace 
as their foremost task They will do all in their power 
to prevent war 9 " 

She underlined the point that %he experience of the 
Soviet Union (during the Socialist revolution and th§ 
building of Socialism) has fully borne out the correctness 
of Marxism-Leninism," She stated that "the building of 
Socialism is governed by a number of basic lawss guidance 
of the working class, the core of which is the Marxist- 
Leninist party in effecting a prc3.etarian revolution in 
one form or another and establishing one form or other 
the dictatorship of the proletariat^ defense of the 
achievments of Socialism against attacks by external 
and internal enemies, etc # , etc." 
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She saids "Marxism-Leninism calls for a creative 
application of the general principals of the Socialist 
revolution Some cf our party leaders in and outside 
the National Committee a revisionist interpretation on 
such questions as J creative application 1 or *one form 
or another of the dictatorship of the proletariat, * 
The Moscow declaration declares that *the main danger 
at present is revisionism or # in other words, Fight-wing 
opportunism*, o s one of the party's national leaders 
tries- to develop^ the point of view that * Socialist 
democracy in the United States will preserve full civil 
liberties for all americans including even those who 
oppose Socialism 2 This is a revisionist illussion 
The Moscow declaration underlines that $the conquest 
of power by the proletariat is only the begi^ing of the 
revolution* not its conclusion© 00a fairly longtime is 
needed to resolve the issue of who will win - capitalism 
or socialism, J " 

She also stated that "there is a big debate within the 
party on the question of achieving Socialism in this 
country by peaceful means* I agree that such an, achievment 
would be desirable* But we canjiot base our entire 
theory and action on an as sumption « On a maybe* The 
Moscow declaration warns uss ''Leninism te aches $ 
and expierence confirms that the ruling classes never 
relinquish, power volujatarily o % The question now is; 
Should we adopt the point of view cf the Right-wingers 
in our party which, according to my mind, is based 
on illusions or should we adopt the Marxist«Leninist 
conception of achieving Socialise based on the 
ezpierences of the cowmunist parties in the countries 
where Socialism is a reality? Those of us who want 
SociaSsm must line up with the Moscow declaration,, 
We dont want to turn our party into a debating 
society* We want to build a party which will lead the 
american working class for the achievment of our 
ultimate goal-Socialism * u ' 
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.said that she belives that "Socialism 

in the United States can he achieved by constitutional 
means I have confidence in the araerican people^ in 
the american working -class who have a historic tradition 
of struggle) for economic security and political freedom. 
She asked the meeting to be allowed to talk" a little 
longer on this 



AS 

subject. 



Because of the late our it was decided to continue this 

discussion at the next meeting wh ich will be held on 

Ffifrn Ifitih. 1958 at | I apart, 
Bronx. nTY^ 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GO^RNMENT 



TO: 



FROM: 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C 40) DATE: 3/17/58 



SA 
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SUBJECT: CP USA 

BRONX COUNTY 
IS - C 




> 



Identity of Source 

Description of info 
Date Received 
Received by- 
Original Located 



| who has furnished 

reliable info in pas-t (conceal) 



2/12/58 
2/24/58 

SA 



](7) 



10o~$5l59j: 

100-4137 C 

100-133178 

100-128796 

100-69941 

100-13447 

105-18272 

100-89179 

100-83378 

100-120473 

IOO-IO6964 

100-133346 

100-25821 f 

100-111936 
100-132945 
100-133788 



1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 

C OPIES CONTINU E D ON NEXT PAGE 
1 - NY 100-2660"3-C 40) (/a- > o) 
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Utmost care must be used in handling and reportin g 
the followmgrinformation in order t o protect the identity"" 

of the informant. ~" ! : ! ' ■ 



By report dated 2/19/58, 



furnished info 



.0 oncerning ■ a ■ Bronx' 0© ♦ CP ineni'beapship. mee.t'ing.' held-! ,2"/l2/£8 , 



herewith. 



A copy of the informant's report is attached 



COPIES CONTINUED 




"lOO^o^oTl h (I2r.l0) 

100-12481 I Jl9-2) 

100-87211 (CP Factionalism) (19-1) 
100-102697 (C0MINPIL into Mass Organ! zations) (7-2) 
105-6844 (B'nai Brith) (6) v 

100-95583 (CP Line) (19-1) 

97-169 (Worker) (7-2) 
100-17923 (JOHN GATES) (19-1) 
1OO-80638 (HP MfttnWBMri) (19-1 

100-107444 j I (12-10 ;. 

100-26603 (CP USA «• NY Division) (19-2) 
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Report 



COPY 

Commim l st Party U.S.A. 
Activities 



Feb, 19 j 1958 
New York 



A Bronx County Communist Party membership* 
meeting was held on February 12$h, 1958 at the New 
Terrace Gardens In the Bronx, JST.Y, 

About 60 people were present at this meeting. 



I saw at the meeting [ 



a 



1 (member of the Bronx County Comm. C.P.T 



be 

b7C 



ana ner nusban d/| _ " 

Section G.P. ). I I (member B.CiC,C c P. ), f 

~ maiden name)j |~ 



(from the All erton 



J 



and 



I (member B*C.C C,P. ) chaired the meeting. 
The main spe aker was | | In his 



speech | discussed mainly 2 points. One 

pointed was vn&z "taie membership demands to stop the 
discussion of the Ideological differences with in, thfc JPa v rty 
and start doing something, 11 Point two - "Communist party 
work in the right-wing mass organisations." 

On the question of "Ideological differences" 
. spoke at length. He said that everyone in the 
party agrees that it would be "just fine" to stop these 
"endless discussions and get set to do some real work. 
But here is where the trouble comes in. To start to do some 
real work vie ne§d a program and when the question of a 
program comes up all ideological, differences begin projecting 
themselves. And this, I belive, is the reason why one year 
after our national convention we sti ll haven got a working 
program." He agreed that tl^e "prolongation of this, state 
of affairs in th? party has a murderous effect on the 
activities of our members but, %t seems to roe* that 
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nothing can be done until we will some how hammer out 
these differences. Don't ask me when and how but I 
know, I am sure that as a Marxist-Leninist party we will 
find our way and will come out stronger than everr 
history is with us and history assigned to us the~task 
of leading our people into socialism." 

He spoke about the mistakes- we made "by isolating 
ourselves from the masses of the people." He underlined 
that the C.F. 's task is to lead the people "but if we Isolate 
ourselves from the people we have no one to lead." Here he 
spoke on the importance of working in the "peoples mass 
organizations." He brought out the point that "a communist 
in a right-wing mass organization must work as a communist. 
I don't mean Id say that one has to get the floor~~and tell 
the people -*I am a communist .!" What I mean is that a 
communist in a right-wing mass organization should project 
left-wing ideas and push the organization to the left." 
Pie said that the communists don't have to "take over the 
organization but ^Ehey must not become subservant to 
the ideology of this organization. If you work in-the 
Bnai 3rithaid you Just perform the functions of a Bnai 
Brith member your function there as a Communist becomes 
useless. On the other end if you work in the Baal Brith 
flrcirie work as a Communist projecting left wing icTeas you have 
a right to consider that you do a good job for the Bm& 
Brith and you do your duty to the party." — ' 

He spoke about organizing in the neighborhood's 
peace committees; about joining up such sommittees if they 
are existing, to "project the ideas of peace, co-existence 
and atoms for peacefull purposes in such organizations 
as P.T. and especially amoung the working class population 
in the neighborhoods." "~ 

Howard (Allerton section) proposed the issuing of 
leaflets on peace and co-existence in the name of the 
Bronx County cgp. This m?ppoB«.i was approved by the 



meeting. I I accussed the right-wingers 

in the party (C.P.j for "all our'troubles. I want you to 
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know that the Daily Workerdtiad to dose up because tricks of 
such people as John Gates." 

A worker from the Bast Bronx (no names of the 
speakers were announced) said that he works in tenement 
organizatio ns for "quite a fe w years" and he "fully 
agrees with I _ \ that when you work in 
a mass organisation you got to work as a communist* 
Otherwise what is the use to waist yourtime?" 



I I disagreed with l I she claimed 
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that "no one has a right to come into an organisation which 
is doing important work in the community and pull this 
organisation here and there against the will of the members. 
This kind of work only serves a disruptive purpose." 

I 1 called for an. educational 

campaign amoung party members on "all levels." He said: 
"To be an effective Communist one must have a good 
knowledge of Marsism~Lenlnism a ' n He blaimed ;the lack of- / 
3&i6wle4'g§>i'Sf Marxism-Leninism for the present ideological 
differences* b6 

Ida agreed with I _ 1 on Communist work in 
right-wing mass organisation. He also made a "short 
report" on the registration in the Bronx: "All I can 
report is that up till today we registered 200 members. 
In 1956 we registered over 1,000. What are we going to 
do about the registration?" 

I I reported that the Bronx County (C.P.) 

pledged to the state (Coiraru C.P.) a minimum of 700 subs in 
Uie sub campaign £or;&&eVworker. He also told the meeting be 
that "we must continue to raise funds for our paper. The hie 
County allready turned over to the Worker $4*000 but 
most of tKis money we owe ~ we didn't raised it; we 
borowed it." He also reported tha t a "Permanen t Press 
Committee is now being organised. I I and 

Patterson (Wm) submited to the state (Comm. C.P.) a program 
of activities in connection with the press. I think we 
will have a good working press Committee." 



JP ^p 



V ^' 



A suggestion from the floor in the form of 
a resolution was adopted by the meeting, instructing 
the County Committee to establish "work shops for party 
members who are engaged in m$ss work* " Meetings of 
these "work shops" should he held once a month for the 
purpose of exchanging ex piere nces on work in mass 
organizations. 

The meeting came to an end after the chairlady 
announced the Elizabeth Plynn reception which will be 
held on February 22nd* She asked everyone present 
here to come to this reception. 



J. MORRIS 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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SUBJECT i 



SAC S CHICAGO (100-33728) 
SA 



DATE? 
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COMMUNIST PARTY S USA 



FACTIONALISM 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



,S£1 14 
-G&i. 15 
.SEC. IS 
SEC. 17 



CAUTION SHO ULD BE E XERCI SED IN REPORTING THE FOLLOWING " 

INF0RMTI0OinmDWT?0 PROTECT THE IDENTITY OF THE INFORMANT,, 



TT= 



1 - DETROIT (REGISTERED MAIL) 

(l00-.13ij.20 CARL WINTER) 
1 - MINNEAPOLIS (REGISTERED MAIL) 

(100- CARL ROSS) 
10- NEW YORK (REGISTERED MAIL) 
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100- 
100- 
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100- 
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100- 
PHILADELPHIA 



EUGENE DENNIS) 
SID STEIN) 
JOHN GATES) 
JACOB STACHEL) 
BENJAMIN DAVIS) 
ROBERT THOMPSON) 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK) 
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(100-2^27 DAVE DAVIS) 

1 - SAN FRANCISCO (REGISTERED MAIL) 

(100- MICKFY LIMA) 

12 - CHICAGO 

(61-86? CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 
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100-33741 



FRED FINE) 
JACK KLING) 
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SAM KUSHNER) 
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EARL DURHAM) 
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CG 6202-Sft on February 2i|., 1958 * made available 
information which reflected that CLAUDE LIGHTF00T p Chairman^ 
CP of Illinois, and JACK KLING 5 member CP of Illinois, State 
Committee 9 were present at CP Headquarters ^ 36 West Randolph 
Street , Chicago 9 Illinois, on February Zb r9 19f>8 9 at which time 
these two individuals engaged in a discussion The comments 
of LIGHTF00T and KLING during the course of this discussion 
were as f ollowst 

JACK KLING commented that MORRIS CHELDS had given 
him an explanation about the National Committee meetingo (National 
Committee meeting held New York^ February 1$ and 16 , 195>8 c ) 

LIGHTFQOT stated that the way things are many on 
the Right may become detached from the Party He said the Left 
has been violating every concept of Party organization He 
noted that registration is not going up to what was expected, 
last July He stated that the Party stands now to end up with 
7p000 rather than 10, 000 <, He said he thinks actually 5^000 
is "a more realistic figure 

LIGHTF00T then noted that he desired to* discuss 
with KLING the point he has made several times sold that is 
the shape of the Party after ten years of Left sectarian policy 
LIGHIFOOT stated that this policy was -instrumental in busting 
some unions like the painters He noted that in the second 
place this policy in 19J?0 was instrumental in the Party losing 
half of its membership ♦ He said that thirdly, this policy 
over emphasised the Fascist danger and resulted in the Party 
going undergroundo He asked^ "Who is responsible? 1 * LIGHTF00T 
commented that as close as he is to the leadership and as 
close as KLING has been to the leadership neither of them 
could say right now that certain comrades were opposed or 
that here is a group of comrades responsible for these policies 
He said that in the main the only way responsibility can be 
pinned (down) is to put it on the National Committee and the 
National Boardo He said' he feels comrades have adopted Left 
positions in the National Committee and now they have a leader- 
ship to carry out their policies . He said this group , however 9 
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is going to have to assume responsibility,. He noted that ib 
would be a u bold one" who would raise his voice to question 
anything in the Party (now)* 

JACK KLING then commented that while he was in 
New York he had an opportunity to talk to GENE DENNIS and 
in this discussion he^ KLING j, took a moderate position and stated 
he would reserve a decision on the Party until he had had a 
chance to read the final reporto KLING' stated that he was 
of the feeling that the Right may sit back and point at every 
mistake by the leadership <>< He noted that SID STEIN would 
probably do this and that in that kind of atmosphere the work 
would be effected* KLING commented that he would like to see 
LIGHTFOOT and even FRED PINE in the National Office but he 
would be opposed to FRED as National Labor Secretary* He said 
he thinks the National Committee needs the constant pressures 
of people who have certain independent 9 critical and opposing 
points of viewo 

LIGHTFOOT said that he would agree with this and 
he pointed out that he has worked in a minority in this district 
and that it is far different than being in a minority in 
New Yorko He said that even though he has differences with 
people like KLING, MOLLIE WEST, SAM KUSHNER and MORRIS CHILDS 
he still has their confidence LIGHTFOOT commented that JACK 
KLING has not been in the National leadership for the last two 
years and he said there are things that affect one He said 
that SID STEIN was a very amiable fellow and a very positive 
constructive force up until the National Convention He said 
that SID (STEIN) has gotten so vindictive that he even threw 
some daggers at CLAUDE over what CLAUDE tried to do on his 
and CARL WINTER* s resolution He commented that SID STEIN 
became very vindictive toward GENE DENNIS 5 which colored 
STEIN 5 s report and which "beclouded" the merits of the issue c 
LIGHTFOOT stated that STEIN raised this because he became 
convinced GENE DENNIS was dealing cards under the table e 
LIGHTFOOT then pointed out that he and FRED FINE have been 
called enemy agents and that SID STEIN had gotten the same 
kind of treatment e *He rioted that JOHN GATES had also received 
this treatment by way of letters and cartoons accusing GATES 
of being an agent provocateur « 
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LIGHTF00T at this point noted that at the last 
meeting of the Illinois State Board he had lost his temper with 
ELMER (JOHNSON) and he thought he would punch JOHNSON right 
in the G ,D -nose but he didn't . KLING interrupted to- 
state J0&N30N must have attacked CLAUDE pretty hard to arouse 
this feeling* LIGHTPOOT stated that he just read ELMER' s 
history . He noted that ELMER talked about struggle 9 struggle , 
struggle $ but ELMER has always been safe c LIGHTPOOT said that 
JOHNSON has never been on the firing lines of struggle 9 and 
when some people have been on 'those lines ELMER talks about 
capitulation to the bourgeoise* LIGHTPOOT said that this 
sort of thing makes you ^madder and madder and you become dejected 
and you lose your sense of balance Therefore P LIGHTPOOT said - 
he wants no part of this* 

JACK KLING then commented that he had spoken to 
GENE DENNIS prior to the time the December issue of "Political 
Affairs 11 came out and that he saw the copy for his article 
and he had expressed the greatest concern over it to GENEo 
KLING said 'he approved any desire 'expressed for a Leninist 
discussion but not when it was being set up in such an atmosphere 
as was being created* KLING noted that he approved of comrades 
raising questions with regard to the way the 12 Party Declaration 
was handle do 

LIGHTPOOT interrupted to point out that in the 
past there have been associations with such international 
documents with disastrous- results He said at least "they" 
should have taken time to study the problem involved 

KLING then stated that it seemed wrong to him 
for LIGHTF00T and others like him to withdraw pressure from 
the National Executive Committee LIGHTPOOT declared that 
what caused .the ouster of FRED FINE and SID STEIN more than 
anything else was their reaction to the 12 Party Declaration 
LIGHTPOOT then said that if one disagreesje?3Jbh the ruthless 
group in New York he is just destroyed -KI3IHG then objected 
that nobody knows what will happen if people like CLAUDE 
LIGHTPOOT go along with a majority decision but- balk on 
something they didn*t like* KLING insisted that he would 
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make a strong appeal to get LIGHTFOOT back on the National 
Executive Committee LIGHTFOOT then asked KLING not to do this 
and he added that he Is not leaving the Party and he is not 
leaving the responsibility of his present office 'and he Is not 
leaving the National Committee* He said he thinks, however , 
he could do more effective work here (in Illinois). LIGHTFOOT 
then reviewed for KLING the details of JACK STACHEL* s asking 
for a Political Action Organization before SID STEIN and the 
approach to LIGHTFOOT by STACHEL who urged a third grotip 
to, work against the extreme Left and Right and the subsequent 
des^rtl^n. by STACHEL on this question, LIGHTF00T also related 
to KLING what happened in relation to the committee in New 
York which brought in the slate for the new NECo LIGHTFOOT 
said that a committee of five went out and in thirty minutes 
it returned with a list of fifteen names. LIGHTFOOT said that 
KLING would recall how long in the past they spent on setting 
up a leadership. He noted that this committee did not even 
bring in twenty names from which fifteen were recommended. 
He said these fifteen were in the main brought In by GENE DENNIS< 
LIGHTFOOT then commented that GENE DENNIS , BENJAMIN DAVIS 
and BOB THOMPSON worked on that list for weeks. He said then 
the rubber stamp was put on it. by the committee of five and 
the list was brought into the National Committee. LIGHTFOOT 
stated that in the Party now there is a situation in which one 
c^ two people can more or less determine who is to be in 
leadership „ He said that KLING would recall how In the Young 
Communist League CLAUDE, KLING and a couple of others could 
always determine who was going to be elected. He said the 
same thing is true in the Party today c 

LIGHTFOOT continued his remarks by noting that 
a lot of people could not get Into the leadership because they 
did not come through the "channels" <> He stated that there 
was no freedom to choose, *the, freedom Is available, but it 
Is not used LIGHTFOOT then noted 'that the NEC meeting had 
almost concluded when an Individual got up and proposed a vote 
to reject the Revisionist document of CARL (WINTER) and 
LIGHTFOOT* He said then "whats his namei" got up and said he 
was* going to introduce a resolution on Hungary and LOUIS 
(WEINSTOCK)o LIGHTFOOT said "they" sensed victory ri^fcit then 
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and there. LIGHTPOOT then commented that Left sectarianism 
Is his fear., . , " but that he feels that the Party can also 
work to fight against Right opportunism. He stated that the 
principle?- of this dispute has not been whether Left sectarianism 
or Revisionism have grown since the 16th National Convention, 
but the principM. involved Is-, whether people In the Party are' 
ready to fight both. LIGHTFOOT then summarized the sequeneac© 
of events which had brought CARL (WINTER) and himself to 
wr4i.e a resolution for the National Committee. He summarized 
these events as follows: 

DENNIS 1 reports .* to the NEC; SID STEIN »s report 
to the NEC; MICKEY LIMA' s motion to accept reports as informational \ 
LIGHTPOOT' s motion to name subcommittee of DENNIS, WINTER, 
SEE IN and himself to bring in a report to the next meeting 
of the NEC; JACK STACHEL applauds; In NEC meeting just held. 
STACHEL had switched back to Leftist position; WINTER and 
LIGHTPOOT bring in subcommittee report; DENNIS brings in his 
own report. 

At this point of the discussion SAM KUSHNER and 
JIM WEST joined KLINCJ . and LIGHTPOOT and KUSHNER commented 
that he agreed with LIGHTPOOT* s estimate of STACHEL' s return 
to the Left and called It a-. disgusting spectacle. KLING 
then stated that he wondered who were some of those nominated 
for the NEC who are not on it now. LIGHTPOOT and KUSHNER 
named CARL WINTER, CARL ROSS, DAVE DAVIS, LIGHTPOOT and SAM 
KUSHNER. 

JACK KLING commented that he wondered about KUSHNER' s 
agreement to nominate himself at the subcommittee meeting. 
KUSHNER responded by stating that in going over the list several 
names came up, including EARL DURHAM and his. He said that 
EARL's name was then taken off and he said he made no committment 
to accept. 

The discussion terminated at this point. 



- 6 - 



moimmslffm 



• 



# 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-128813) (19-2) 

(19) 



DATE: 3/20/58 



SA 



CPUSA - NY DISTRICT - 
PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS 
IS-C 



b6 
b7C ] 



The following information was furnished by 
NY 2179-S* on 2/27/58:' 

UTMOST CAUTION SHOULD BE EXERCISED IN TEE 
REPORTING OF OR ANY OTHER USE OF INFORMATION FURNISHED 
BYNf 2179r-S* SINCE THE VERY NATURE OF THE INFORMATION 
TENDS TO DISCLOSE THE IDENTITY OF THIS HIGHLY PLACED AND 
SENSITIVE INFORMANT'. 

The informant advised that the following 
took place on the evening of 2/27/58, between 6:50 p. m. 
and 8:00 p. m. in the Second Floor Board Room (New York 
State Board Room) at CP Headquarters , NYC". 

A- meeting took place, the nature of which 
was not specifically clear .' to the informant, tut most 
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NY (100-81675) (CPUSA - Pamphlets & Publications) (19-1) 

NY (IOO-80638) (CPUSA - Membership) (19-1) 

NY (IOO-I28817) (CPUSA - NY DISTRICT - MEMBERSHIP) (19-1) 

NY (IOO-6767O) (IDA POSNER) (19-2) 

NY (97-169) (PUBLISHERS NEW PRESS) (7-2) 

NY (lOO-26603-C 40) (CPUSA - BRONX) 

NY (100- ( LOUISE (LNU) mentioned at CP 

Headquarters, 2/27/58, per NY 

2179-S*) (7-6) 
NY (100-128813) (19-2) 
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of which was devoted to discussions on "The Worker" be 

subscript ion campaign. The meeting was attended by | | b7c] 

I I and a number of persons whose identities were 



not known to the informant". 

Mention was made of subscriptions .numbering 
over 300 obtained in the Bronx where there are 200 registered 
members. Also mentioned was the fact that Section 
Organizers (in the Bronx) did not have a clear knowledge 
of the identity or the location of that segment of 
sympathizers who are not Party members or are no longer 
Party members but have been subscribing to "The Worker". 

Discussed at some length was the reported 
dissatisfaction of the rank and file membership with the 
present content and makeup of the paper ("The Worker"). 
Numerous suggestions were made as to" what the membership 
would like to have included in the paper , such as things 
on developments within the Party, on NC meetings, the 
school situation, and a good "cultural page" etc. 

The difficulty of achieving a successful 
subscription drive organization in the fao6 of the unenthusiastic 
attitude of the county and local leadership was pointed out. 
As- an example, mention was made of a Section Organizer 
named LOUISE (LNU) who feels that the paper should be 
abolished and re-built along new lines. LOUISE, although 
judged by herself and others as capable of so doing, 
has not obtained any new subscriptions to the paper 
because of her attitude. 

b6 

I I expressed disapproval of such 

an attitude pointing out that it was necessary to have 
a paper, and that people such as LOUISE should be made to 
understand that if the paper is to be changed, there has 
to be some practical suggestion as to what to change it to:?., 
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She agreed that there would be some sort of subscription 
drive apparatus in which responsibilities would be fixed. 

Prom some of the comments made during the course 
of the meeting, it was apparent that considerable 

dissatisfaction has been expressed bv the rank and file Jt 
-u~. — 1»4.~ .»~ .<-u~ T>«y-^-w ov>^o I I asserted 



membership in the Bronx area. 

that "only the Bronx ridicules the paper 

The following suggestions were made by one of 
those present at the meeting: 

1. That "The Worker" conduct its' own 
campaign, having the general manager 

seek assistance each week from the readers. 

2. Continuation of combining registrations 
and the subscription drive. 

3. The calling of a Press Directors conference 
to include county and section functionaries 
in the New York area, and a representative 
from the State Organization for the purpose 
of planning activities for the following 
month. Such a conference should be held 
prior to any state-wide conference on the 
press, which possibly is to be held 
sometime in April. 

Those assembled at the meeting agreed to 
meet from 7:00 p, m. to 9:00 p. m. every other Monday. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 



SAC, BALTIMORE 



DATE: 3/21/58 



SA ROBERT C. NORTON 

INFORMATION FURNISHED 
BY SECURITY INFORMANT 



The documentation for this information is as follows: 



Identity 

of 

Source 


Date of Activity 
And/or Description 
of Information 


Date 
Furn. 


Agent 


Location 


* 


District Board 
meeting, 2/24/58 


2/25/58 


ROBERT C 

NORTON 

(Written) 








(who has 


furnished 
reliable 
information 
in the past) 





CARE SHOULD BE USED INL REPORTING THIS 
INFORMATION IN ORDER THAT THE IDENTITY 
OF THE INFORMANT MAY BE FULLY PROTECTED 

The text of the informant's statement is as follows: 

* For assistance in reviewing report, a number in parentheses 
- ( ) following a name or title set forth below will indicate 
that there is a reference to that name or title on the page 
or pages whose number will be enclosed in the parentheses. 
Where no number is set out, it is suggested that the entire 
report be reviewed for information on the subject matter. 



cc's: 

2 - Washington Field (REGISTERED MAIL) 
ORGANIZATION, MD a - D C. 
100-20942 ABE KOTELCHUCK 

1 - Cleveland (REGISTERED MAIL) 
HYMAN LUMER (3-5) 

1 - Detroit (REGISTERED MAIL) 
CARL WINTER (4) 

1 - Philadelphia (REGISTERED MAIL) 

DAVE DAVIS (4) 
SEE FOLLOWING PAGES FOR ADDITIONAL COPIES 
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cc's: 

1 - Minneapolis (REGISTERED MAIL) 
CARL ROSS (4) 

1 - San Francisco (REGISTERED MAIL) 

ALBERT (MICKEY) LIMA (4,5) 

6 - Chicago (REGISTERED MAIL) 
WORKER (3,4) 
SAM KUSHNER (4) 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT (4) 
FRED FINE (5) 
MEMBERSHIP (8) 
FUNDS (8) 

(19} New York (REGISTERED MAIL) 

^ ORGANIZATION, CP, USA 

EUGENE DENNIS 

JOHN GATES 

JACK STACHEL (3*4) 

FACTIONALISM 

WORKER (2,3*6) 

FUNDS (4,6,9*10) 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN (4,5) / 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT (4) y 

BEN DAVIS (4,5,9) jf 

JAMES JACKSON (4,5*9) / 

BOB THOMPSON (4,5) J? 

GEORGE CHARNEY (4 ^' 

SID STEIN (5) J 

NEGRO QUESTION^) 
-^**BESEffifll4wBflEraroON (9) 
^MEMBERSHIPS ) 
^^NW^E^Um^fuBLISHERS (9) 

PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS (9*11) 

42- Baltimore 

SEE NEXT PAGE 
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cc's: 

42- Baltimore 
100-10975 
100-12076 
100-12412 
100-10584 
100-20176 
100-3021 



100-1211' 



100-20794 

100-15272 

100-1560 

100-12286 

100-14379 



100-16104 



100-14377 

100-764 

100-13300 

100-8342 

100-11983 

100-18683 

100-12173 

100-12146 

100-8306 

100-10013 

100-12464 

100-4090- 

100-12125 

100-12948 

100-12458 

100-11640 

100-12170 

100-12209 

100-12485 

100-20496 
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THELMA GERENDE 

GEORGE MEYERS 

BOB LEE 

JACOB GREEN 

PETER TOORKS (2) 

EUGENE DENNIS 

JOHN GATES 

HYMAN LUMER (3-5 

JACK STACHEL (3 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT '(4) 

BEN DAVIS (4,5,9) 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN (4,5) 

JAMES JACKSON (4,5,9) 

BOB THOMPSON (4,5) 

CARL WINTER (4) 

ALBERT (MICKEY) LIMA (4,5) 

DAVE DAVIS (4) 

GEORGE CHARNEY (4) 

CARL ROSS (4' 

SID STEIN (5 

FRED FINE (5 
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WILLIAM PAT TERSON TO 

I I dol 

ORGANIZATION, MD. - D„C. 

BALTIMORE DIVISION, MD. - D„C. 

PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS (2,7*9-11) 

WORKER (2,6,7) 

FACTIONALISM 

FUNDS (4,6,8-11) 

MEMBERSHIP (8) 

EAST BALTIMORE, MD. - D.C. (8) 

NEGRO QUESTION (9) 

FUNDS (RESERVE FUND) (10) 

TUC (10) 
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"Baltimore, Maryland 
February 25, 1958 

The following report concerns a meeting of the CP 
District Board for the CP District which includes 
Maryland and Washington, D. C, which took place 
February 24, 1958, at the home of THELMA GERENDE, 
District Board member. Those present at the meeting 
in addition to THELMA. GERENDE were GEORGE MEYERS, 
BOB LEE, and JACOB GREEN, MEYERS is the Acting Chairman 
for the District, 

GREEN arrived at MEYERS' home at about 8:25 PM. He found 
GEORGE MEYERS and MEYERS' father-in-law in the dining room. 
There was CP literature spread out on the dining room table' 
including 7 copies of the Sunday Worker, February 23, 1958, 
is sue j copies of reprints from "The Nation" dated 
January 25, 1958, concerning w.E.B. DUBOIS,- 2 large books 
dealing with political economyj a copy of PAUL ROBESON'S 
book, "Here I Stand," and various pamphlets, MEYERS and 
his father-in-law were drinking whiskey, and MEYERS 1 father- 
in-law was apparently under the influence of the whiskey. 

A social discussion followed until about 8:50 PM, at which 
time BOB LEE arrived. 

LEE, MEYERS and GREEN then got into LEE's car and drove 
to THELMA GERENDE' s place, arriving at about 9:10 PM. 

GERENDE. greeted the other three, and they went up to a 
room to the right of the head of the stairs on the second 
floor where the meeting got under way at MEYERS' suggestion 
about 9:25 PM. 

MEYERS said he wanted to give them a brief report on 
the National Executive Committee (NEC) meeting and the 
National Committee (NC) meetings which took place 
February 14-16, 1958, in New York City which he had 
attended. 

MEYERS started out by saying that the longest discussion 
at the NC meetings had been held around EUGENE DENNIS' 
report on the Draft Resolution which commenced noon 
of Saturday, February 15, 1958, and ended late Sunday, 
February 16, 1958. 

MEYERS then proceeded to give a brief report on the NEC 
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and NO meetings in the same manner as the report he had * 
given to JACOB GREEN concerning those meetings on 
February 19, 1958, with the following additions and 
clarifications, 

MEYERS said that the agenda for the meetings included 
a report by HXMER LUMER on the economic situation, a 
report by JACK STAOHEL on JOHN GATES, and the report 
of EUGENE DENNIS -on the Draft Resolution, MEYERS said 
that LUMER 1 s report was accepted unanimously, STAOHEL 1 s 
resolution was voted on as follows: 36 for, 12 against, 
with 7 abstaining, and EUGENE DENNIS 1 report was voted 
upon and received 32 for, 20 against, with 3 abstaining. 

MEYERS spoke of a vote on revisionist tendencies, the 
subject matter of which he did not make too clear to 
the group, but which he indicated had been voted on as 
follows: 37 for, 4 against, with 11 abstaining. 

MEYERS said that the move of the Sunday Worker to Chicago 
was discussed and voted upon, and it was finally decided 
by a vote of 26 in favor, 23 against, to keep The Worker 
temporarily in New York. 

MEYERS said concerning the EUGENE DENNIS report, the 20 
people who voted against the report gave various reasons 
for disagreeing with it, among them the statement that 
they did not know how broad an activity they might have 
to enter upon if they voted in favor of the resolution. 
MEYERS said the 3 who abstained mentioned the Immigration 
Act and the Taft-Hartley Law as reasons for abstaining. 

MEYERS said as for the JACK STACHEL resolution on JOHN 
GATES, the people who voted against it were bitter and 
in general gave the same views as those who had voted 
against the EUGENE DENNIS report. MEYERS commented that 
he felt these people were looking for a way out of the 
CP and by voting against these measures, they had an 
excuse for leaving, MEYERS said it was plain that 
EUGENE DENNIS and his group were taking over the 
organisation but even so, GATES still had his followers 
among the CP members. 

MEYERS said so far as The Worker was concerned, he felt 



■3- 



b7D 






b7D 



that most of the comrades in New York on the payroll 
of the Party did not want the paper to be shifted to 
Chicago. He said that ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, who 
during the meetings was elected to the editorship of 
The Worker, felt that a shift at that particular time 
might destroy the paper since it would probably be 
difficult to find a new place in Chicago to set up a 
printing press, hire employees, etc, MEYERS said that 
some of the people who were followers of JOHN GATES, 
including CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, wanted the paper moved to 
Chicago . 

MEYERS said so far as the NEC meeting, it started out 
with a unanimous vote to elect new members, and after 
the dissolving of the old NEC, a Nominating Committee 
was voted in and 5 people were elected, including 
EUGENE DENNIS, BEN DAVIS and GEORGE MEYERS. MEYERS 
said these 5 people went out of the room and then came 
back shortly thereafter with a proposal that the new 
NEC consist of 15 people, and their proposal was adopted 
unanimously. 

MEYERS said that the 15 people nominated for the NEC 
and voted into membership included SAM KUSHNER, BEN 
DAVIS, EUGENE DENNIS, ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, JAMES 
JACKSON, HYMAN LUMER, BOB THOMPSON, CARL WINTER, JACK 
STACKED, GEORGE MEYERS, MICKEY LIMA, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, 
DAVE DAVIS, GEORGE CHARNEY and CARL ROSS. 

MEYERS said 9 of the 15 nominated and voted upon accepted 
and 6 declined. The 6 that declined included CHARNEY, 
DAVE DAVIS, LIGHTFOOT, STACHEL, WINTER and ROSS. 
MEYERS said the 6 who had declined were people who had 
voted against the EUGENE DENNIS report. MEYERS said 
these people gave such poor reasons for declining the 
NEC appointment that he did not even intend to report 
it to the District Board. MEYERS said he felt these 
people had been in the past supporters of JOHN GATES 
and were still thinking along the lines of GATES' theory. 

MEYERS said that MICKEY LIMA had been a GATES supporter 
but when nominated, accepted and the EUGENE DENNIS forces 
felt that LIMA had changed his position when he realized 
that GATES was trying to liquidate the CP. 

MEYERS said that he did not know whether LIMA would 
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continue to serve on the NEC since NEC meetings took 
place every six weeks and since LIMA was from the West 
Coast, it would be expensive to have him attend 
meetings regularly. MEYERS said he felt the problem 
on LIMA would be discussed further in New York. 

MEYERS said the way it stood, 6 more members were needed 
on the NEC, but the CP leadership did not intend to put 
new members up for nomination until the next NC meeting 
since the 6 who had declined might change their mind 
and decide to cooperate with the EUGENE DENNIS forces. 

LEE asked whether SID STEIN or FRED PINE had been 
nominated for office, and, when MEYERS replied in the 
negative, THELMA C-ERENDE appeared to be upset. 

MEYERS then stated that these people were not nominated 
even though the JOHN GATES followers were being led by 
SID STEIN. He pointed out, however, that the EUGENE 
DENNIS forces had been willing to place GATES followers 
on the NEC, but that those nominated except for MICKEY 
LIMA had declined to accept the responsibility. MEYERS 
said that he felt with such an attitude it was still 
apparent that GATES and his followers were still hoping 
to transform the organization into a political association. 

MEYERS said so far as elections for secretaries for the 
Party, DENNIS was elected to a position as Secretary, 
JACKSON was elected to Secretary of Negro Affairs, LUMER 
Secretary for Education, THOMPSON Organizational 
Secretary, and MEYERS elected to Labor Secretary. 
MEYERS said, however, he had not as yet accepted the 
position. 

MEYERS then talked about his being elected for the 
position of Secretary for Labor. He said that this 
job had been offered to him by DENNIS, BEN DAVIS and 
JACKSON as early as the time he had attended the 16th 
National Convention. MEYERS said after attending the 
recent CP national meetings, DAVIS, DENNIS, JACKSON and 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN kept after him to accept the position. 
MEYERS said he didn't know too much about the job, did 
not know whether he would have to leave Baltimore or give 
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up his local Chairmanship . He said that ho hadn't 
closed the door on the proposition, and as to whether 
he accepted it or not would depend on the situation 
surrounding the work and what the job called for. 

MEYERS then said that he noted on numerous occasions' 
while in New York for national CP meetings that word 
had spread around that people on the CP payroll did not 
always get paid on time and that the Party was in debt. 
MEYERS said he was also thinking of the fact that it 
took him a long time to get a job after coming out of 
prison and that he did not like the idea of being away 
from home for extended periods. MEYERS also commented 
that his wife had recently gotten a job. MEYERS concluded 
by saying that when he went to the next NEC meeting, 
he would try to find out what the Labor Secretary's 
job entailed. 

MEYERS then said that the LUMER report would appear 
in the Sunday Worker in the near future, and that this 
report plus the EUGENE DENNIS report would be used for 
the basis of an organizational drive. 

It was noted that LEE and GERENDE were not too happy 
about MEYERS' report judging by their expressions, 
particularly with regard to the fact that none of the 
GATES supporters had achieved a leadership status. 

LEE next commented that the situation in the CP was 
better for the fact that the factional situation within 
the Party had been done away with, and he thought that 
something might row be achieved. LEE said he thought 
the national leadership was correct in asking the 
GATES forces to assist the CP and leaving the door open 
for the JOHN GATES followers to take leadership positions 
on the NEC. 

GREEN then asked about the National Administrative 
Committee (NAC). 

MEYERS replied that there were two more positions to 
be filled. 

GERENDE then stated that even though a stride forward 
had been taken by eliminating the factional situation, 
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she felt that in the Baltimore area they would run into 
problems with regard to JOHN GATES followers. She said 
that in the last two or three weeks she had talked to be 
people who had supported JOHN GATES and noted that even 
though these people had seen him on TV, had read articles 
about him in the New York Post, and had read articles 
on him in other sections, of the capitalist press which 
pictured GATES as a turncoat, they still felt that 

GATES' thinking on most things was ooroeot. She aal.d 

that she felt. mrr»fl I J 
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and various people 

in ner up section still- reit that GATES' ideas should 
not be done away with completely. She concluded by 
saying that she hoped things would smooth out and 
warned that even though the GATES forces were not in 
CP leadership positions, they could still split the 
organisation wide open. 

GERENDE then said that I I had recently sent be 

word to her that he wanted to talk with her. She said b?c 
she didn't know why but planned to meet with him in the 
near future. 

MEYERS then stated that "we" are going to try to 
contact everyone in the area who is or was in the CP 
regardless, of ideological outlook, but it had to be 
made clear to the JOHN' GATES followers that the present 
leadership would not tolerate the type of activity 
carried on by the GATES forces in the past. MEYERS 
said that those supporting the EUGENE DENNIS group 
would have to be ready at all times to repudiate 
the ideas of the GATES followers. 

MEYERS stated that the previous night a young man had 
visited his home. MEYERS said that according to his 
understanding, this fellow had at one time been a CP 
member and had not been contacted recently. MEYERS 
said this fellow wanted to become active again as a 
member. MEYERS said he didn't know the man personally 
and so could not say anything about his past Party 
membership. MEYERS said he could not commit himself 
concerning the person being accepted as a CP member, 
but arrangements were made for the individual to receive 
-the Sunday Worker and Political Affairs, MEYERS said 
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he wanted to discuss this individual at length at 
some District Board meeting in the near future. 

METERS then asked whether at the next District Board 
meeting there should be further discussion on the NEC 
and NO meetings or discussions on registration and 
fund drives. 

After District Board members had discussed the matter, 
it was finally decided that at the next District Board 
meeting they should go about making a report which 
would be passed on to the CP members in the District. 
It was also decided that if there was spare time at 
the next meeting, there would be discussions on 
registration and fund drives. 

MEYERS said that he felt registration and fund drives 
were very important and they should get them under way 
in the near future. He then said that in Chicago the 
Party was making an all-out effort to regain subscriptions 
to The Worker and to raise funds. 

It was then decided by the Board that they should 
meet March 3, 1958, at the home of THELMA GERENDE. 

BOB LEE then stated that his CP club had a meet ing 

the past week at the home of I I LEE 

said it was not a full meeting, with only about five 

or six people present. LEE said at the meeting some be 

woman stated th at she wanted to quit the CP because b7c 

of trouble with I | LEE said he convinced 



her that she should not quit since she had some time 
in the organization. She finally stated that she 
wanted her membership held -in abeyance. LEE said 
that there was quite a bit of discussion at the 
meeting and all he did was listen. LEE said he felt 
that he himself was satisfied with the way the problem 
had been solved, but after he and SIRKKA LEE had left 
the meeting, SIRKKA asked him why he hadn't entered 
the discussion more fully since he was the club 
leader. LEE said he told his wife that where 
personalities were involved, it was best not to get 
into the discussion, andrthat he personally felt 
that the disagreement would be cleared up and the 
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woman would retain her membership. 

MEYERS then stated that LEE had taken the correct approach, 
and that an issue of that sort should not be forced. 

MEYERS then stated that discussions at the NEC and NO 
meetings of the past weekend indicated that the Negro 
question was becoming of greater importance and was a 
crucial question in the organization. MEYERS said 
that at the NO meetings, BEN DAVIS, JACKSON and WILLIAM 
PATTERSON were pushing the question of Negro membership 
into the CP to a point that MEYERS could only describe 
their attitude as "aggressive." MEYERS said that these 
Negro leaders in the CP repeatedly pointed out that while 
the Party was calling for Negro and white unity, the 
Negro membership in the CP continued to decline. 

MEYERS then stated that at one point in the NO meetings, 
JACKSON gave forth on ways and means to rebuild 
Negro membership in the CP, but that the discussion 
became so confused that he finally went to JACKSON 
and asked him to prepare his views in writing and 
send them to MEYERS so he could have the benefit of 
studying them. 

GERENDE then stated that something interesting happened 
at Washington, D. C, while she was attending a meeting 
there . 

LEE said what took place? 

MEYERS looked at his watch and said "It is 11:05 PM, 
let's discuss this at some future time. 

MEYERS then stated that he was thinking of procuring 
a mail box for the CP, and after discussion the Board 
agreed that the suggestion was a good one, 

LEE then searched his pockets and finally turned to 
GERENDE and said that he could not locate the bill 
he had received from New Century Publishers for CP 
literature, but that it amounted to $65.00. LEE said 
that the bill covered District purchases of CP 
literature up until the end of February. 

GERENDE then went to the closet in the room where the 

-9- 



* 



Jd7D 



meeting was held and brought forth a large brown 
envelope which contained a number of smaller white 
envelopes, and from one of the white envelopes took 
$65.00 in bills and gave them to LEE. 

MEYERS then said that he hated to present such a large 
bill, but that he had $105 o 00 for expenses which included 
telephone calls to New York, the trip to New York to 
attend the NEC and NC meetings of February 14-16, 1958, 
and the loss of two days' pay while attending the CP 
national meetings. MEYERS commented that he was 
unable to find a place to stay in New York and had to 
go to a hobel. MEYERS said further that the CP leadership 
had given him $60.00 from the $75 .00 he had brought with 
him hut that the District still owed- him $45.00. 

GERENDE then looked through the money that was contained 
in the various small white envelopes and said, "We 
haven't got it here," She then asked GEORGE MEYERS 
whether he wanted to take it out of the "other," 

MEYERS replied that he would like to have her give him 
the money since he only worked two days the previous week, 

GERENDE then got up, went out of the room closing the 
door behind her, and returned in about five minutes 
with a small white envelope containing paper money 
folded up with a rubber band around it. GERENDE counted 
out $45.00 in bills and gave them to MEYERS. After 
she gave MEYERS the money she counted the rest of 
the paper money in the envelope, of which five one 
hundred dollar bills, four twenty dollar bills, one ten 
dollar hill, and three or four five dollar bills were 
visible. The total sum in the envelope including the 
$45.00 given to GEORGE MEYERS was about $700.00. 

GERENDE, after counting it, put the money back in the 
envelope . 

GREEN then told GERENDE that he -had money from 
collections for CP literature. He said that $1.05 
consisted of collections at the last Trade union 
Commission meeting and $1.50 was from] ' 
GREEN then gave GERENDE three one doll 
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,ar bills with 
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serial numbers as follows; P 46401783 I 

■ M 05284653 I 
P 70657307 I 

GREEN received forty-five cents in change from GERENDE, 

MEYERS then spoke of the books on political economy, 
saying he had only gotten three in New York and was 
retaining one of them for himself* 

LEE and GERENDE offered to buy the two remaining copies,, 
and it was decided that MEYERS would procure another 
> copy of the book from New York for GREEN a 

GERENDE and LEE then each took a copy. 

MEYERS then asked that the PAUL ROBESON book, "Here I 
Stand/ 1 bo pushed among the membership so that as many 
copies as possible could be sold. 

MEYERS then gave THELMA GERENDE three copies of 
DENNIS 1 report on the Draft Resolution and JACKSON'S 
report on GATES* He gave LEE the same number of copies 
and gave GREEN one copv each of the pamphlets. 

MEYERS then gave GERENDE, LEE and GREEN seven or eight 
copies each of the excerpt from "The Nation" concerning 
W.E.B, DUBOIS* 

GERENDE gave GREEN four of her copies, stating that 
he could probably find more use for them. 

LEE then passed out two copies apiece of the Literature 
Bulletin dated February, 1958. 

The meeting was then adjourned about 11:20 p£l. " 

This memo has been compared with the Informant's original 
statement and it is accurate in substance # 

GEORGE MEYERS 1 father-in-law is PETER TOORKS. 

BOB LEE's club referred to on Page 8 is probably the East 
Baltimore Club since LEE has previously referred to his club 
as the East Baltimore Club. 

The young man referred to on page 7 is I I 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



3/20/58 



TO* SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (IOO-I878) 
FROM: SA L 1 

SUBJECT: CPUSA - MINNo -DAKOTA DISTRICT 
Minneapolis Division 
IS - C 

Purpos e : 

To record information contained in ft writte n report ^ted 
W/58 received personally from I ^ who has furnis hed 

reliable information in the past 9 by SAL . . 1 

on 3/3/58. Informant was contacted an the vicinity ol . 
■p«tm ^ fc Highway #7o Informants written report as 
filed as 



Details: 

Informant's report is set out verbatims 

''February 2^ 1958 

- "This is a report on a State Executive Board meeting of;. 

t.hft fiommunist Party o f Minnesota at the home of| I 
I ^Ave. So S Mpls , which was held on 

2/27/58 at about 8 pirn, and adjourned at about 11:30 p m. 

"-Present were M ARTIN MACKI E, who chaired the meetings 

CLA RENCE SHARP, C _-" ^ CARL H° ss » ' ' 

andl " 



CC IOO-I878-HH (CP FACTIONALISM) CCs NEW YORK (RM) (12) 
IOO-I878-V (CP MEMBERSHIP) 
100-1878-P (ORGANIZATION) 

100-371 I I 
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100-367 MARTIN MACKIE 

100-11152 

100-kl}.37 

100-6379 CARL ROSS 



100-806ij.l CPUSA ORGANIZATION 
100-87211 CPUSA FACTIONALISM 
100-7ij.560 CPUSA FUNDS-- . - . 
a0©^8xr6*3"8 MEMBERSHIP^- ;/-:. , 
97-169 WORKER 

100-21259 
100-ll±859 



61-29 
DPB-.JMK j/_^ 



CLARENCE SHARP 



100-18672 MAX WEISS 
100-1696 ELIZABETH FLYNN 
100-714.13 NAT ROSS 
100- EARL BROWDER 
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"The agenda was as follows: National Committee Meeting of 
the GP? the elections for 19$8; the Labor Conference, and 
THE WORKER. 

"Before the report on the National Committee Meeting,, which 
was given by CARL ROSS and CLARENCE SHARP, CLARENCE SHARP 
made 8 a proposal regarding the Trade Union C oherence wh ^ch 
is to be held in Chicago on 3/8 & 9, which L____J«« 
| | will attend as delegates, whxch proposal 

dealt with the farmer and labor to this extent: First, 
labor's responsibility towards the farmer— this is some- 
thing which CLARENCE SHARP stated was never ^ ersto °* ** „. 
the Party and which should be in the labor-policy resolution, 
he also said that the Party leadership never took res- - 
ponsibility to see that it- was understood m the. Party, and 
that this question should be approached from ^e point of 
view of how the farm problem affects labors CLARENCE SHARP 
is to draft this farmer-labo r-policy statement, which ne 

will give to l 1 the two delegates to Chicago, 

on Wednesday evening, March 5, 1958, at about 7:30 P.M. . 

"Next was the report of the National Q°^**£2 -g^Sg ' p . 
given by CARL, with additional remarks by CLARENCE SHARP. 
& ?nif point, the agenda was pretty much lost and there wa-s 
a lot of • name-calling and hard feelings caused at the - 
opening. CARL ROSS reported that the first part on the 
agenda was the unemployment, on which he did not care to 
elaborate, but he moved on into the main battle xn the _ 
National Committee, which was between resolutions, one of 
which was presented by EUGENE DENNIS, and another of which . 
originally started out as a Northern California resolution 
whiS wafmodif ied by CARL WINTER and CLAUDE LI GHTFOOT. 
CARL reported that the WINTERrLIGHTPOOT resolution, he felt, 
was a. good resolution and should have been passed over the 
DENNIS resolution. He felt that it was a compromise resolution 
and would have a. tendency to keep the Party unified, whereas 
the DENNIS resolution did not do this. He felt that the 
OTNIS resolution was moving the Party back towards a bureau- 
cracy and felt that it had many things in it which were not 
correct. 

"There wasn't too much elaboration on the resolutions; it 
was the subject of the resolutions where there was the most 
dispute. CARL felt that there had been a lot of hatchet 
work done at the crossroads- by the Left group m the Party. 
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"After CARL told about how the WINTER-LIGHTFOOT resolutions 
were defeated and the DENNIS resolution was adopted, there 
was an election committee went out and brought in a slate 
of V~> candidates for the purpose of electing a new Executive 
Board o The resident members of this Executive Board— that 
is, the people who live in New/ York— would constitute a, 
•Political Committee 9 replacing the old Administrative Com- 
mittee, and this committee would 'have the power to make 
decisions. 

"The DENNIS resolution says there will be no such thing as 
purges but CARL ROSS pointed out that when the Resolution' ■ 
Committee came back in* the names of FRED PINE and SID 
STEIN were eliminated from the \$ delegates which the 
Election Committee had proposed for the National -Executive 
Committee and he was quite put out about this D 

•"The names that were proposed for the National Executive ; 
Committee were! 

EUGENE DENNIS ELIZABETH GURLEY PLYNN 

BEN DAVIS JIM JACKSON 

MICKEY LIMA. BERT NELSON 

(fnu) MYERS from Maryland CARL ROSS 
"-.-JACK STACHEL - SAM KUSCHNER 

: ""hy LUMER CARL WINTERS 

ROBERT THOMPSON STEVE NELSON 

It is "not known who the other persons were 

"Then there were nominations from the floor, and the names 
of FRED PINE, SID STEIN, DOROTHY HEALY, MARTHA STONE, and 
GEORGE BLAKE C HARNEY' were also added* There were 22 
nominated in all. Then they had declinations; everybody 
declined except DENNIS, DAVIS, LIMA, MYERS, STACHEg^LUMER, 
THOMPSON, PLYNN, JACKSON, NELSON, and C HARNEY: .•and. one ; ;p the r 
person» This meant 12 out of the 22j and the;. ; Cpmmi£ftge, or 
the Left, wasn't quite pleased with this result r .so;'f|e^ sai 
they would go out and come back in and nomih& v t;e:;|Jin.^ , ; ;if the 
other three members that were nominated origihaXly-woUld 
drop off, and they did s so it ended up with DEfMS^DA VIS, 
LIMA, MYERS, STACHEL, LUMER, THOMPSON, PLYN^-.-an^.-^ACKSON 
and the other six members are to be added at. the next com- 
mittee meeting., 

-"It's interesting to note here that SAM KUSCHNER 
from Chicago, who is on the left, and CARL WINTER, who is 
on the Left also, declined s as well as STEVE NELSONo The 
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"other people that declined are more or less to the Right* 
like CHABNEY, PINE, STEIN, ROSS, HEALY, and STONE, although 
MICKEY LIMA, who is also to the. Right, did accept on the 
National' Executive Committee o 

J'Out of the nine people that were elected to the Executive 
Oommittee, and they had to~Feceive >a majority vote and they 
did, MICKY LIMA received the highest vote at this National 
Committee meeMng-he had 53; FLYNN had about itf, and tea- 
rest of them Varied between 1+0 and 33 J DENNIS only re- 
ceived 33, as well as BEN DAVIS and THOMPSON, 

"The resident members of this committee , like DAVIS, MYERS 
from Maryland,' STACHEL, LUMER, .THOMPSON, FLYNN, and JACKSON 
will make up the Political Committee, with power to ma&« 
^decisions for the Party .between National Committe meetings 
and EX&cutive Committee meetings,, 

' ■' Jl ';' 
."Before the 'elections for the Executive Committees there 
; :wa : s¥a!s"o a proposal that the question of moving to,. Chicago 
should be taken up first and it was put to a vot^and the 
Election Committee came up first, with a vote of 33-- to a 
:>-.vote of 22, and therefore, the question of the move to 
^Chicago was postponed until after the elections for the 
'national Executive Committee o 

"After the election of the Executive Committee, the jote-to 
move to Chicago was defeated by the same margin, 33 to *X. 
CARL ROSS felt this was a' flagrant violation of the National 
Convention of the CP, where they voted unanimously to move 
to Chicago- Actually, it's the only way, that the Left 
could keep. power- that is, by staying m New York— because 
the leaders of the Left are very strong in New York at the 
present date.' CARL ROSS felt that many people' were leaving 
the Party because of the decisions the National Committee 
made; in fact, he said that the 'distributors' section ot 
the Party— the- leadership— had all left the Party „ 

"CLARENCE SHARP spoke nexiio He felt that CARL ROSS, had 
presented, the National Committee meeting all wrong and ne -> 
felt that he was way off base on it, and he went on to say 
' that the New York State Committee a year ago supported the 
line of -'JOHNNY GATES and now supported the _ line > olj OblH^i, 
and he felt that CARL ROSS was a supporter of GATES and he 
called him a revisionist and right opportunist and accused,, 
him of factionalism,, 
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-"They also elected a new press director; MARTIN resigned to 
spend more time with h is bookstore. The new director is - 
I I questioned whether CARL ROSS should be 

spending..so much time with the Centennial leaflet; he felt 
that CARL was wasting too much-' -time . 
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: "CARL ROSS t||n turned around and 1 said to CLARENCE* 'I do not 
believe you llnow what the meaning of factionalism is.' 

"CLARENCE SHARP said he felt that the attacks on the socialis-t 
countries were called for by the Right and that this is some- 
thing which should not exist ill the CPo 

•"Earlier, CLARENCE SHARP had said t|f§it THE WORKER had been 
sabotaged and he went on to state that THE WORKER funds had 
been withheld from THE WORKER because the Left had felt -that 
the Right, which consisted of people like MAX GORDON, who- 
was managing THE WORKER '"had misused THE WORKER funds, and 
therefore, they- were withholding money from THE WORKER,, 
CLARENCE went on ifco say that when' MAX GORDON .$r$p the manager' 
of THE WORKER he had given one of the office girls $700 -. 
severance pay and she went off to California the next day; - 
He also -reported that MAX G ORDON,- who quit, MAX WEISS, 
I [ when they quit,, demanded b?c 

severance pay of #1100 and threatened to go to the Guild 
(that's h the newspaper union) if they did not; get their ' - 
severance pay. As a result, THE WORKER was ptit in very - 
much financial difficulty and finally an agreement was 
.worked out whereby they would pay:,these four men $100 a 
week for their severance pay„ CLARENCE SHARP said this *was 
nothing more than blackmail and he felt that this was" the 
result of JOHNNY GATES . and the Right in the Party. 

•"MARTIN MACKIE spoke, and he was h ot under th e- collar, and 
this was agitated by the fact that I I needled him 
every once in a while about how he chaired the meeting, and 
during the heat of the discussion by MARTIN, he said, «<r«-m 
resigning as chairman of the Party „•' Probably this will -take 
effect and become a reality in the near future, 

•"After a while, CLARENCE SHARP made the proposal that this 
position -of CARL ROSS' be brought up before the State Com^ 
mittee meeting. At first, it sounded like he was proposing 
an expulsion or reprimand for CARL ROSS. CARL then said to 
CLARENCE, fWhat do you expect of me? I tried to give a 
candid report of the National Gommittee meeting. That's 
the way I see it. - ' 

"After that, things cooled down a little and they did set-a • 
State Committee meeting for approximately April 20.: 
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"There was also a proposal brought forth by CLARENCE which, 
apparently had been discussed previous to the meetings with 
I ~~\ on a political Committee such -as set up by the b6 

National Committee. GLARENCE proposed that MARTIN, CARL, : b 7 C 

a h<CZZI and himself be the four people on this Political 
Committee. This was finally agreed upon; in fact., CARL 
did not object to it, although ROSS did. not appe^to 
approve of it. ^-^""^ u - '■' 

"There was also the report of CARL ROSS' to the State Com- 
mittee on elections, which was not discussed a great deal 
except that CLARENCE SHARP had reservations about it and 
did not want it passed out immediately. SAM DAVIS suggested 
that the resolution be held up- one week so that CLARENCE 
could get out a leaflet pointing out his points of views. 
This was voted on. The vote was three for it— co nsisting 
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of CLARENCE SHARP. I _ ■ I MART IN 

MACKIE vote d against It, and CARL- ROSS anal J 

abstained. I 1 said he felt that this was a lot 

of hair-splitting— all these arguments —and he felt tnau 
the bnly way you can tell who is right and who is wrong 
is by the work done and that any movement or work d'one 
has to have a mass basis. 

I ' 1 also reported that his club had met and wanted 

the Board to send a member of the National Committee to re- 
port on it and that they were to decide which, one of the 
members it would be. MARTIN MACKIE said that this placed a 
lot of 'responsibility on the Boa yd and he felt that the Club 
should decide whom they want. I "1 reported that the 

club already decided they wanted the Board tq make this 
de'cisionf-' As a result of what NOEL $aid, it was decided 
that both CARL and CLARENCE SHARP would report ftp all the 
clubs xdu the National Committee meeting. As a result, 
CLARENCE SHARP is to speak at the next club me e ting of 

| and at the following meeting CARL ROSS will 



speak. 



"CARL ROSS also reported that at the National Gom^-tee 
meeting there was a resolution presented by JACK S^CIflp. 
which is called t ReS olution on JOHNNY GATES. ' which was> 
adopted by the National 'Committee on 2/15/5oo This 
resolution is mostly an atWk upon JOHNNY GATES, calling 
him a reformist, right oppprtunist, and every other Com- 
munist phrase a person could think .of , and really puts it 
in strong language. CARL ROSS said he did n 9 t support this 
resolution; he felt it did not add anything ^o the reso- 
"lution which the National Executive Committee adoped earlier 
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"on JOHNNY" GATES. 

"When this resolution came up on the floor, the other reso- 
lution which was adopted by the National Executive Committee 
was also brought up and both motions were voted on at the 
same' time o The JACK STACHEL resolution received 33 votes; 
the other resolution— the resolution of the Executive Com- 
mittees-received 22 votes, which would be pretty much ac-^ 
cording to Right and Lefto 

"-Regarding the resolution of WIN$lR-LIGHTFO0T, CARL said to 
CLARENCE, 'Show me Where this isV,wrbng s « and of course, 
CLARENCE d it not answer him at that, time because they really 
started getting hot and bothered again and calling -each, 
other names, like revisionist, etc 

"■The resolutions of the National Committee meeting will' be 

presented before the club and the State Committee and by 

this time the Minnesota District will be much involved in b6 

this discussion. At the present time CARL ROSS, does not b7c 

seem to want to .resign from the Party, although if he is 

wished hard enough, he mayo Of course, the mam pusher* 

Siil ber_3^ind CLARENCE SHARP. MARTIN MACKIE, has 

already resigned himself to taking a back seat in the 

affairs. of the Party; in fact, he said he's going to be 

out *>f town for a few days, working, he hopes. CARL KUbb 

also reported that he hoped to have two or three weeks 

work in March and therefore would not be able to devote so 

much time to the Party „ 

All in all, ROSS an d MARTIN ar e turning over the leadership;! 
to CLARENCE SHARP &l I 

'I 1 asked MARTIN MACKIE about the registration 

situation of the CP in this District. MACKIE said there 
were 233 registered CP members in the District, counting 
the Sto Paul section. 

"CLARENCE SHARP, while discussing the WORKER situation, 
said that he believes ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN will take 
over as editor of THE WORKER with BILL PATTERSON as 
general manager. SHARP said he learned in New York that 
LESTER RODNEY is still writing in the WORKER under the 
name of 'HOUSE' and that he, CLARENCE, did not approve of 
this as he thought RODNEY should be dropped. CLARENCE SHARP 
afso said he had heard a rumor in N.Y. to the effect that a 
new paper- was to be ?ormed, with NAT ROSS & EARL BROWDER 
heading up the newspaper" 
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No copies of this memo are being directed to. the New York 
case files on individual national committee members as 
information re 2/1^-16/^8 National Committee meeting has 
oeen p?ev??usly reported by. other informants. However, 
copied are being sent to certain New York subject files 
where information furnished by informant is felt to be 
pertinent to the subject. 

Action: 

Pile copies in designated files. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO: 
PROM: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100- ^Qg) 
SAC, NEW YORK (100-8064l) 



DATE: 3/21+/58 



SUBJECT: CP, USA - ORGANIZATION 

IS - C 

Care m ust be utilized in han dling and - 
reportin g t he following inrcrmaTTIon since the ve ry 
nature aFTh is information tends to dispose trieTdentity 
of a highly placed and sensitive""ini'ormant . ' 

The following is a report of highlights of 
a meeting ftf the newly elected National Executive Committee, 
CP, USA, held in NYC on 2/17/58, as reported by NY 2179-S*. 



-Bureau (100-3-.69) (RM) 
-Baltimore (CP, USA - Organization) (rm) 
(1-100- } (GEORGE MEYERS) (RM) 
-Chicago (100-18953) (CP, USA-Organization) 
-Cleveland (100- ) (CP, 

(l-ioo- ) (hy lumer) 



RM 
USA - Organization (RM) 



-Los Angeles (100-26044) (CP, USA-Organization) (RM) 
(1-100- ) (DOROTHY HEALEST) 



1- 

1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 

1- 
1- 



San Francisco (100-2774?) (CP, USA-Organization )(RM) 
(1-65-1242) (MICKEY LIMA) 
New York (100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (19-1) 
100-16785) (JAMES JACKSON) (19-1) 
100-27452) (ROBERT THOMPSON) (19-1) 
100-1696) (ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN) (19-1) 
100-18065) (JACK STACHEL) (19-1) 

BEN DAVIS, Jr.) (19-1) 
SIMON W. GERSON) (19-1) 
WILLIAM PATTERSON) (19-2) 
CT, USA-Member shin) (19-1) 
. . . ,CP, USA-Pamphlets and Publications) (19-1) 
100-4931) (CP, USA) 

100-81338} (Security Measures) (19-1) 
100-80644) (Youth Matters) (19-1) 
IOO-8959O) (Strategy In Industry) (19-1) 
100-80641) 



•New York 

■New York 

•New York 

•New York 

•New Yorkr, (100-23825 

•New York (100-1 3473 



-New York 
L New York 
-New York 
-New York 
-New York 
-New York 
-New York 
-New York 



100-84275 
100-80638' 

100-81675 ' 



FJS :mxg 
(26) 
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The informant advised that this meeting 
was held in the tEird floor board room of CP headquarters, 
23 West 26bh St., NYC, on the above date, m 2179-S* 
advised that to the best of his knowledge, the 
following individuals were in attendance at this 
meeting. 

EUGENE DENNIS 
JAMES JACKSON 
GEORGE MEYERS 
ROBERT THOMPSON 
ELIZABETH GURLEY ELYNN 
MICKEY LIMA 
HY LUMER 
JACK STACHEL 
BEN DAVIS 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 

He opened the meeting at 1:30 PM stating 
that the National Committee had delegated a lot of 
political authority to the National Executive Committee 
(NEC) and offered the opinion that they would have a 
common agreement amongst the majority of the members 
of the NEC. He proposed that theysjtould reach some 
conclusion on the economic situation and also on a 
program of action He proposed that the comrade to be 
editor ("The Worker") should enjoy the confidence of 
the National Committee ♦ 

At this point, an unknown individual asked, 
"What about SI (GERSON)?", To this question DENNIS 
advised that he (Si) was a native New Yorker and was 
not in sympathy x?ith going to Chicago. He further added 
that SI was not too hapr>y working on a weekly r)aper«* 
DENNIS proposed that GEORGE (METERS) be considered as 
Labor Secretary, describing him as an individual who had 
carried the fight and had had recent experience in relation 
to textile union matters* 
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Individual Believed to be JAMES JACKSON 

He stated that a study should be made of the 
problems of the Party organization and that certain 
standards should be set predicated upon a review of 
past practices. He mentioned that while it was impossible 
to anticipate every question, a calendar of obvious things 
should be scheduled for examination, mentioning as examples 
the question of the Political Action Association; the 
need for an up-to-date report on the postponed question 
of Negro work and the taking up of ideological questions. 
He offered the opinion that efficiency and production 
should be the test and. the measure of the contributions 
made by the leadership and further that the leadership 
should repair the differences and breaches within the 
Party* He mentioned that on the question of fixing 
organizational responsibility, he had not proposed that 
BOB THOMPSON be made Organizational Secretary. 

Remarks of GEORGE MEYERS 

He stated that he did not consider the question 
of leadership to be a static situation, commenting that 
things are in motion in this country and all types of 
issues were becoming sharper. He stated that a&y tendencies 
upon the part of leadership to consider the meat-axe 
approach should be smacked down for they wold do the 
utmost harm to the Party, He commented that he had 
conversed with SI (GERSON) on the previous day and described 
S% as the kind of man who wants to do the job. He then 
referred to a letter which he stated had disturbed the 
comrades in Washington very much explaining that it was 
sent down by PAT (WH&CAM L. PATTERSON?).' He described 
the letter as dealing primarily with an office in the 
National Press Club. He stated "that this office had been 
maintained merely as a matter of prestige and that it 
had been paid for in the past by comrades who had been 
receiving profits from the "Daily Worker". He continued 
by stating that since there was no longer a "Daily Worker", 
there are no profits with which to pay for the office and 
added that he had discussed the question of raising money 
for this office with SI (GERSON). 
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Remarks of Individual Believed to be BOB THOMPSON 



He commented that it would be very 
important to bring the material from the National 
Committee meeting to the Party membership in a practical 
and rapid manner* He stated that they must bring an 
official estimate and interpretation of the National 
Committee meeting to the membership and commented that 
this involved getting out a summary of HY's (LUMER) 
report very swiftly* 

He explained that in his opinion, it was 
tremendously important that the Party woald not get 
a distorted picture^ of the main signifigance of the 
National Committee Report. He continued by stating 
a decision should be reached as to the form in which 
to publish the resolutions and offered the opinion 
that it would be better to wait until the next issue 
of P. A, (Political Affairs )* He added that consideration 
should be given to publishing some in "The Worker 11 
and the county papers ♦ 

He commented that in addition, consideration 
should be given to the advisability of an open letter 
to the membership interpreting the meeting and 
explaining the importance of orienting the Party to 
the economic situation . He suggested that consideration 
should also be given to the scheduling of a number of 
large State committee meetings where reports could be 
given which would include the center of the economic 
situation and the mobilization of the Party for work 
in that field, 
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He added that the letter could include 
resolutions with respect to the prospective^ for 
the Party and offered the opinion that such conferences 
would have a stimulating and mobilizing effect upon 
the Party at this time and also serve to prevent 
distortion being spread within the Party* 

THOMPSON advised that he considered the 
proposal for ELISABETH (GURLEY ELYNN) to become the 
editor-in-chief of the Sunday "Worker" to be a very 
substantial and good proposal. He prognosticated that 
this action would have a very good,, immediate gtnd long 
term effect upon the quality of the paper itself, in 
addition to improving the relationship $nd the attitude 
of the Party toward the paper. He added that this 
should help facilitate the drive to put the paper on 
the street. 

THOMPSON commented that he was in favor 
of SI (GERSON) remaining as Executive Editor of the 
paper and offered the opinion that SI wanted to remain* 
He advised that it was his hope that GEORGE (MEYERS) 
receive very careful consideration with respect to the 
position of &rade JJnion Secretary explaining that he 
realized it would involve a lot of personal and family 
problems for GEORGE, but stated that if he could accept 
it, it would be an extremely helpful thing for the Party* 
He related that it would be helpful in strengthening 
the general leadership of the center and added that among 
other things, if GEORGE came in as Trade Union Secretary, 
it would represent to some extent a refreshing of the 
center. 

Remarks of ELIZABETH GURLEY PLYN N 

She stated "the meat axe attitude is gone"* 
She offered the opinion that there would more regard 
for security in the future* She recalled the time when 
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documents flew all over the country and stated that 
when she left for prison there had been some regard 
for security. She remarked that she was very honored 
by the proposal (editor-in-chief) and added that 
although she was- physically hampeswa .' in a good many 
ways, she was confident that she would be able to do 
a better job than her predecessor (JOHN GATES) „ She 
stated that she would feel more confident in facing the 
responsibility of the position if she could be sure 
that SI (GERSON) would remain, describing him as 
extremely competent. 

She continued by stating that she had 
worked with SI under many circumstances, describing him 
as very competent and loyal to the party, and offering 
the hope that he would accept the proposal without rancor. 
She petitioned (GEORGE MEYERS) to consider the situation 
carefully and also the importance of not having a sense 
of "inferiority", stating that she often felt that 
she owed GEORGE an apology. She added that with BOB 
(THOMPSON) as Organizational Secretary they would be 
off to a good start. 

Remarks of JACK STACHEL 



He compared the Party in the US to that 
of China, suggesting that the Party follow the 
policies so successfully applied by the Chinese comrades, 
In discussing the paper ("The Worker"), he stated that 
in his opinion there was no contradiction between the 
paper being a mass paper dealing with main issues and 
reaching new workers, and at the same time administering 
to the needs of the Party itself. 

He referred feo DENNIS, JACKSON, THOMPSON 
and LUMER as the four people who are working full time 
and commented that they could divide the work wherein 
one, in the absence of the other, could carry on c As an 
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example of this he cited how THOMPSON, in the absence 
of LUMER could handle the educational work. He stated 
that even though he felt that the comrades were ready- 
to elect officers, he felt they should not make 
anything final at that time. He mentioned that at 
a future meeting, possibly two or three weeks from 
then, they could discuss the situation ag&in and then 
reach their final decisions, commenting that in the 
meantime, GEORGE (MEYERS) could think things over. 
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Remarks of Unknown Male 
(Possibly MICKEY LIMA) 

He discussed organisational problems, -.pe^SLrking tfoat 
a number of staff people have various assignments which tend 
to run together, declaring that because of this, the political 
center does not stand out as such. He recommended that an 
administrative link to the Executive Committee be set up with 
either GENE (DENNIS) or BOB ( THOMPSON) to be responsible for 
attending to the details. He related that in the recent past 
a number of individuals had been given temporary assignments 
upon their release from jail and as a result he, himself, was 
not clear as to who was responsible to whom or for what. He 
stated that without assigned areas of responsibility "it" * 
just does not work over a long period of time. 

He stated that in relation to the 1958 elections, 
they had singled out the question of anti-labor legislation 
and unemployment as the key factors. He commented that if the 
Party would concentrate on these, it would be possible for 
them to set the Party into motion as an organized unit. He 
commented upon the. labor movement being in motion throughout 
the country, and stated that as far as the Party was concerned, 
it was the most obvious facet to be utilized in setting the 
Party into motion as an organized force. He further commented 
that unemployment and ant i- labor legislation would become a 
major problem in every key district and key city in the country, 
and advocated an aggressive move on the part of the Party 
to follow up the effects of the Mc Clellan Committee on labor. 
He described the Negro question as being directly tied in with 
both unemployment and anti-labor activities. 

He advised that the situation with regard to the 
Labor Youth League (LYL) was folding up and commented that many 
young labor youth people were becoming involved in Socialist 
groupings* He advocated the setting up of new clubs in. an 
attempt to bring together the young people of the Party and 
give them some form whereby they could begin to re-establish 
control and direction of the younger people. He referred to 
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a lecture at the Stanford University campus, given by AL (LNU), 
and remarked how the students there had kept AL (INU) plied 
with questions for hours after the class was over. With 
reference to the latter situation, he averred that the Party 
has to figure out the form and ways to begin to provide the 
avenues for refreshing the Party. He stated that the Party 
can not move forward with people who are in their late 50s, 
60s, and 70s. He commented upon the necessity for tackling 
the political and ideological questions that face the Party, 
saying that one of the .things that has to he handled is 
"aggressive factionalism." He remarked that they would have 
to guarantee that people had ways of raising ideological 
questions. He mentioned the fact that at present there were 
a number of people ready to follow the ideological thinking 
of GATES (JOHN). He advised that the type of attitude 
amongst the members of the committee would have a profound 
effect on what remained in the thinking and the minds of 
the comrades throughout the Party. 

Remarks of Unknown Male 
(Possibly EI LUMER) 

-He advocated the preparation' of a plan for restoring 
Party legality, and mentioned the use of educational ends as 
a possible means toward achieving this legal restoration. 
In commenting on careerism, he mentioned that there were those 
comrades who worked full time in the Party, and stated that 
they will have to justify their careers by the power of their 
own words. The informant advised that this comment was 
followed by much laughter. He referred to LENIN as being a 
model of modesty and commented that they should all follow 
LENIN's example and be modest. 

Remarks of BEN DAVIS 

He stated that he agreed with the proposals of 
GENE (DENNIS) and BOB (THOMPSON), commenting that both 
proposals dealt with how to bring the National Committee 
meeting to the membership. He advised that he would add 
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only one other thought which i^ras that the National Committee 
members must themselves appear before the Party and thus 
cement a relationship that they had not had within the Party 
in the past. He enumerated the following. as being the. primary 
thiogs which the National Committee had prefixed: 

1. Unemployment must be popularized . 

2. The question of the roll of the Party around 
DENNIS* resolution, 

3. The question of leadership. 

He proff erred the opinion that the Party expected 
bold action and above all a very clear exposition of the role 
of the Party. He stated that he shared the members 1 feelings 
about explaining to the membership the Party 1 s role and also 

popularizing the DENNIS resolution. He continued that 
leadership has to activate the Party, saying that it needs all 
of the skills, flexibilities , tactics, and experience within 
the cadre of the Party in order to achieve results. He 
described the job to be accomplished as a challenge to the 
entire leadership. He stated that the argument would be 
raised that the whole thing was a violation of the l6th 
National Convention, offering the opinion that there could 
be no quarter given on this"* question. He remarked that 
inasmuch as most comrades were loyal, the development of a 
proper line and policy would have a very profound "effect 
upon all of the comrades. 

He commented upon the ROBESON (PAUL) book and 
described it as a major political event in America ♦ He 
added that this book was a real weapon of Negro integration, 
peace, etc. With reference to the question of peace, he 
discussed the bombing of a small town by the French (apparently 
referring to the Tunisian bombing' incident) and stated that, 
not only was it an example of brutality by the French Army, 
but also a classic example of how a war could start accidentally, 
He remarked upon planes flying around loaded with H Bombs and 
the possibility of an accident involving same of leading the 
world into another war. With reference to the Tunisian 
incident and his above remarks, he stated that the Party had 
not really grabbed on to it as it should have. 
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He mentioned that he wanted an expression of 
opinion on SI (GERSON), saying that for the moment SI 
would be a very good thing for the particular situation* 
He remarked that he thought PATTERSON (WILLIAM L. PATTERSON) 
should be on the Editorial Board even though that would not 
solve the problem of a leading Negro advisor on the Editorial 
Board (of M The Worker"). He advocated getting in touch with 
MICKEY (LIMA) in order to acquire his views on questions which 
would be coming up, saying that he did not mean Just contacting 
MICKEY on a once a month basis. 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 

He described the meeting as an auspicious beginning 
and stated that he was particularly appreciative of the * 
opinions expressed in regard to the National Committee, 
saying that the Party, itself, will pass Judgment on the 
"Document." He mentioned that the leadership will have to 
think in terms of messages to the membership «: ■ . f *.. 
which should come from the National Executive Committee, 
He advocated that high priority should be given to the report 
of HY (LUMER) . He commented that there were not too many 
comrades who had demonstrated a capacity for organizations He 
mentioned that the total- actual registration was up about 
3 s 500, He commented upon a meeting in Youngstown with an 
attendance of 15, whereas only five participants had* been 
anticipated for the meeting. He further commented that this 
meeting had responded enthusiastically to the material put 
out by the District and that they had primarily gathered 
because they had wanted to move on unemployment. He referred 
to a situation in Chicago wherein there was over 4,000 
circulation amongst the Poles (Polish people) in that area 
and commented that that would almost be 100 times more than 
the number of Poles in the Party. He "referred to the number 
of Hungarians amongst the miners and steel workers who had 
been neglected for approximately one and one half years 
during the height of the Mc Garthyite period. 
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During the course of DENNIS' remarks, an unknown 
male asked him if the Committee would replace the present 
Board, to which DENNIS replied that the comrades, themselves, 
will decide if they desire to enlarge the Board* 

' BOB THOMPSON advocated that GENE (DENNIS) should 
be made Secretary of the Qommittee, adding that he thought 
more time was needed to find the best possible solution 
to designating organizational secretary responsibilities. 

JACK STACHEL remarked that ELIZABETH'S (GURLEY 
FLYNN's) office (Editor in Chief of "The Worker) could not 
be announced. 

The informant advised that at this time a general 
discussion was had concerning the possibility of additional 
members being added to the National Executive Committee, 
and also concerning whether or not formal 'announcements 
should be made. 

During this discussion, STACHEL (JACK) commented 
upon the fact that they did not have a full time organizer 
in the New England States District, describing that area 
as one of the most important districts, STACHEL cited the 
need for comrades who could actually perform organization 
work and referred to ROBERTS (ph.) as one of the best 
organizers. STACHEL then discussed the importance of the 
position of the organizational secretary and the necessity 
of having everyone assist him, describing the need for a 
comrade for that job who could think politically. STACHEL 
stated that in, his opinion New York City should have 
5,000 members. 

Informant advised that the meeting ended with no 
action taken on specific recommendations, but with the 
decision that they would meet again on the following week. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - United States Government 



TO: Director, FBI 

-""OK: SAC, Buffalo (100-14379-69) 






CP, USA 

Hew York District 

Illinois District 

ORGANIZATION 

IS-C 



and 



3- Bureau, (rm) 



37- 




Nex* York (RM) 
(1 - CP ORGANIZATION) 
(CP- CP MEMBERSHIP) 
(1 - FACTIONALISM", CP, 
(1 - FACTIONALISM, CP, 
NSW YORK DIVISION) 
NEGRO QUESTION) 
UNDERGROUND. CP. USA) 



USA) 



(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 

(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 



CARL WINTER) 

- MORRIS CHILDS) 

- UNSUB, - COMIKAS (ph)) 

- UNSUB, - BENS ON (ph) ) 

-I I 

- IIWSTTR. STSTT3 R OF 



- L1L GATES ) 



-[ 



JOHN GATES) 
BOB THOMPSON) 



: 



UNSUB} PABLO (ph) ) 
UNSUB, LARUDA (ph) ) 
WILLIAM PATTER SON ) 



(ph)) 



HID STElfl ) 

" I I t 

- PAUL ROBESON) 
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DATE: MAR 24 1958 



(1 - JAMES JACKSON) 
(1 - EUGENE DENNIS) 

- BEN DAVIS) 

- WILLIAM ALBERTSON ) 



(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 



ph)) 



-UNSUB. 



(1 
(1 
(1 



UTTSM1TO OF 
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ph)) 



- Chicago CRFO 
(1 - CP MEMBERSHIP) 
(1 - CP FACTIONALISM) 
(1 - CP NEGRO QUESTION) 
(1 - HERP PROGR AM) 
(1 - 100-2i|702, | 
(1 - CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 



] 



(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 



MORRIS CHILDS) 
WASHINGTON PARK FORUM) 

1 



1 

1 
3 
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UNSUB, LUCILLE, 

CP MEMBER) 
(1 - UNSUB, WILLARD, 

CP MEMBER) 

- Indianapolis (HERP PROGRAM )RM 
• Detroit (CARL WINTER) (RM) 

- Cleveland (RM) 

(1 -I 1 

(i -I _J 

(1 - ANTHONY KRCHMAREK) 
- Buffalo 
(1 - 100-^379-68,^ 




JffiERSHIP) 



• 



• 
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(1 - 100-I|379-88, CP FACTIONALISM) 

(1 - 100-l|379-75i CP IJEG-RO QUSS^iOU) 

(1 - 100-11379^94* DP tftlDERGROUHft) 

(1 - 100-6077, JttoiE ELLIS) 

(1 - 100-10Lj5l[, 

(1 - 100-10456 

(1 - 100-7708, 

(1 - 100-10i|80, 

(1 - 100-1377, 

(1 - 100-U6li, 

(1 - 100i-6721, 

(1 - 100-10015 

(1 - 100-9969, 

(1 - 100-10005 

(1 - 100-11933 

(1 - 100-10l|50 

GJL:jo<3 

(81) 
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Oh 3/6/58 < j~ l fi3Pni.cihP.fi knmp. of the details of a 



conversation held Oh that d&te be?ttoeeh JXJNNiE ELLIS who was visiting 
in Buffalo for a f4y a'aysj having cdrae from her home in Chicago, 
a &d| I who* ia described" by. the source as the 

] of the Erie County CP. This conversation 



be 

b7C 
b7D 



wnxcn was 3% hours in length, is difficult to 1 synopsize ahd in many 
places is almost incoherent, but since it provides a number of 
items which seem to be of significance and the import of which may 
be more recognizable by those familiar with the CP situation in 
New York and Chicago, the more important points are being set out. 

As the conversation began, ELLIS was apparently talking 
of the approximate 1953-1955 period when she was in New York City 
during which time she ran into severe factional trouble in that 
city. She first mentioned that | | (ph) was the National 

Bookkeeper for the Underground and th at ELT.TK had stayed with her 
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for three days. ELLIS mentioned that (ph) maintained a 

book. ' ' 



ELLIS then mentioned 



but this portion of the 



conversation could not be overheard . Sfte the n mentioned t hat an 
un-named woman, presumably ! 1 had given | ~| wif e 

15500. in bail for him and that she will not get it back. ELLIS 
then said that CARL WINTER borrowed from MORRIS CHILDS "over .... 
692 reports and on the day she left she just had MORRIS CHILDS and 
CARL WINTER and gave the financial va por t." ttT.T.T.q then apparently 
referred to a past situation in which Life had claimed 
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iIS tl 
Hwi: 
Tls i 



not to have received any money. No furtner details concerning this 

are clear but in this connection, ELLIS then said that later 

' l 1 (pb) got up aM_fcalked so . ....she was ready to get out 

or tne Party and | \ (ph) and I ~~l (oh) were ready to get • 

out." 



ELLIS then said that I I had told people that she, 

ELLIS, was administering dope to a group of comrade s in Harlam . 



sister. 



ELLIS said that after hea ring this, she had gone to 

who upon hearing f I atnry. had started to cry, saying that 

"they're not only det eriorating as Communists but as human beings." b6 



ELLIS then castigated I [ saying that if he would have 



been in power in 1953 - 1955, he would have hung her. At this 
point, ELLIS seemed to go off on a tangent by mentioning that LIL 
GATES had a .job d emonstrating for some IBM Company and made $100. 
an hour. I I refused to believe this, saying that this kind of 



b7C 



money was paid only in the movies but ELLIS maintained that it was 
true and that it involved some type of an automobile show in 
Chicago where they paid the girls $80. an hour. In this connection, 
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she mentioned that OlcK ^ and LAWRENC E,-* had gone there and had 
applied. Returning to a lambasting 6?\ \ ELLIS said that' 



she had been surprised over his action s. Both ELLIS and SCHEER then 



bo 
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wondered as to who might have provided f I with his information^" 



ELLIS began talking abruptly of someone she suspected of 
having furnished information to the FBI. She said "I saw him at 
6:00 O'clock in the morning and I'm looki ng at him and he's with 
the FBI but ....so I went to | | and I was in tears and I 



, w ,f;L in fche ^erground and I maris it my business to go tol 

WATT and to tell him." I I then asked whether I ^ ha d believ ed 



her- and she replied that he had not. She continued "What would I 

make up stories for I'm looking at the (obscene) going into 

City College at 6:30 in the morning and come out with these two 
guys.,... you know really I mean...,. every time I looked at him I 
could see a blue uniform with the 8 buttons and he was so...... 

LIL GATES was the sole judge of whether they were right or wrong..., 
I said how can you even listen to them, ask him," I I then ? 
apparently referring to this individual suspected by ELLIS, said 
that he remembered what this man had sai d at a state Committee 
meeting. This man, according to | j had tossed out morality 

* *., lost a11 Coramu nist perspective. ELLIS returned to talking 
of this person and said " I'm talking to hi m and LIL GATES; 
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you see he, LIL GATES and j~ I were supposed to be the 

to — ■- " " ' 



people who were suppose d to handle the Har lem situa tion." I I 

raised a question about [ ' 



, , - - i _ i said that l I was^ut 

and she mentioned something about #5000. She also said that l I 

was a dope addict and that the people in Harlem also claimed that hfe 
was a dope addict and that he was supposed to have had a nervous 
breakdown. 

Then ELLIS apparently began to talk o f a char ge which had 
been made in New York against her and she told I ~l that on some ; 



of the points, the people had told the truth. She then began 
talking of the charge that she had drawn a knife agains t someon e 
but aha interrupted herself to mention that her mother | | 
I of Buf falo) had come t o see POSTER at her request. She also 



mentioned tha 1 1 | had come to see POSTER, apparently 



to discuss earlier charges leveled against J0NNIE ELLIS but that 
POSTER would not see either one and wouldn't even let them in the 
door. ELLIS said that when t his h appened, she had gone to a 

meeting on the lljt h flo or and IZZI from Syracuse had to get 

a new statement so | | came in "to tell me that I have been 



be 

b7C 



removed from the State Committee... .now out of the three years I had 
only met with the State Committee once.... so I was standing looking 
out the window and. .. .looked around and said it would be an awful 
long way to fall wouldn't it, so I fold my arms and I turn around 

-3- 
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to him arid he said . . I; iwhd^s big eridiigh to push me... I walked over 
to the couch and sat down 'find I t$ok out my i...*so he says to me 
whet are you going tb' do "with ti}4t. knife ; t • the npxt thing I had 
drawn a 'knife fet a k&tionai Sc)bMii\ittee member*" Nothing further can 
be extracted from this portion of the conversation* 

The next portion of the conversation may revert to that 
set out above concerning ELLIS *s suspicions of someone who had 
gone to the FBI and it is being quoted verbatim: 

ELLIS : " Wha t am I going to do.... the meeting with*..** 

and | ~| (ph) ....LIL GATES comes tooso (ELLIS whispers) 

• • ♦ .LIL GATES is my wife and I love her and. I said when did you 
see me, I says but why, LIL 's.... the Na tional. . . . . .in prison with 

..•.and he walked down that Gate Road and I*ve been thinking every- 
body would love it. Thi s was lust af ter they had arrested BOB 
THOMPSON, you know, with | "| So we go back to the 



meeting and JOHN says: Well, I think we ought" to ^discuss that fact 
that LIL GATES went through .....we go down and see JOHNNY with 
permission of the N ational Committee. ••• .come to the meeting so 
I I takes the daily news and starts to read the 

editorial.... Now that BOB THOMPSON has been arrested, are the 
Communists trying to destroy themselves**. . .so I say: Well, I*d 
like to know how it is that PABLO- and -IARUDA (ph) in Cuba with 
12 (obscene) years with half the people and half the damn territory 
and then you get hiiru...how come they caught him.. ..how come in 
July we get a report in the New York Times that the head of the 
FBI flew from New York to California and six weeks later, they find 
BOB THOMPSON there in a cabin." ELLIS continued that she had 
gotten into a^ violent discussion with JOHNNY who seemed to defend 
LIL GATES. ELLIS then said that all the FBI had had to do was to 
surveil LIL GATES from the prison to the station, then to the air- 
port and to Los Angeles. 
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ELLIS then said that I l had discussed it at that 



same meeting. She then referred to a man and woman, the latter 
named BEA <~, and apparently speaking of the Underground p eriod , 
said that it had been a big joke concerning the fact that I H 
would not surrender her baby grand piano and that the problem was 
that it was necessary to try to sneak this into their house and they 
had to ta ke off the window ledges to do so. ELLIS then said that 
(ph) was in some way involved in the decision that JONNIE 
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EbiilB snbuld not be in any club in Chicago. She then said that 
after working on the TILL case, etc., she was elected from her 
Section Convention at the State Convention. ELLIS then launched 
into a bitter Enunciation she claims to have made at this Sjtate 
Convention, apparently of 'GENE DENNIS, who was in attendance. 



• 
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As this portion can be best understood, ELLIS seems to have 
ridiculed DENNIS for an incorrect approach to the problems of 
Chauvinism as well as for having failed to keep abreast of the CP 
Line during his years in prison. ELLIS then ridiculed statements 
which DENNIS made concerning what the stand of the CP, USA should 
be and quotes herself as saying "You»ve been in jail for five years 
....all of a sudden you know -what Americans road to Socialism is..,, 
you don»t get us there, you don't tell us anything that makes it 
any closer.... the best thing you can do is to say to me that the 
City Hall is in that general direction and maybe I can find the 
street that goes to it since you don»t know the street see." ELLIS 
continued in this vein and then mentioned that at that State 
Convention she had received the highest vote and the third highest 
vote to the National Convention. She then said that MORRIS CHILDS 
who had not been elected to the State Convention, had to be 
elected to the National. Then apparently referring to CHILDS, 
ELLIS launched into a. denunciation of him concerning his apparent 
misunderstanding of Chauvinism. She indicated that CHILDS had 
spoken at some convention in the presence of CLAUDE LIGHTP00T and 
WILLIAM PA TTERStfN arid' had blasted the -Party -concerning acts of 
Chauvinism, whereupon ELLIS said that she made an attack on the 
floor because CHILDS misunderstood Chauvinism. 



[ 



Hthen diverted ELLIS into a discussion of 
OP Functionary in Buffalo and there was a 

whether ELLIS had made any mistakes concerning 
here. ELLIS referred to a CP m ember active in 
Buffalo area, named [ 



past years J^ r 
general 



and maintained 
the fact that he 
of the State 



when sfre was a 

discussion as to 

Chauvinism while 

past years in the 

that she had handled him properly, recognizing 

had been a steel worker for 23 years and a member 

Committee for 13 years. | | then bickered over 

whether T I should have Deen removed from th e shop to do full-time 

CP work and they also speculated as to whether f I had 

taken the correct course in leaving the steel Indus try ■. ELLIS then 

went into non siderable detail concerning the fact that her listener, 

L l> had receiv ed the be nefit of hau—tmidance , especially 

with | | (probably I ] a sister-in-law 

com munity. EL LIS then mentioned, in 

had become a full-time CP 



in 

of 



his relationship 
ELLIS* s) and the 



■f 



negro 
connection with the time when 
worker in Buffalo, that he ha 
the shop throughout t he* entire 
said | | 

which " " 



oeen tne 



only 



negro 



Party, and in this 



pulled out of 
connection she 



certainly would have paid for 



walked away fr om the Party with $250,000. 

hfl\7A r^^rl f*nvi I ft 



Apparently then referring to the period when she left 



Buffalo to go to New York, 



said "I go to Harlem 



» • # # ♦ 



they had 



.5- 



BU 100-1^379-69 

26 in the railr o&Q* ., .200 fend., some; ilegro : cadres and they had 22 full 
t i^ ers and a mifr | ~l (ph)>...he Wak crying because we couldn't get 
o20C. for steel concentration,.. # and I had the nerve to protest." 
SLLIS then told I I th at the Pa rty could well have paid for the 

services of I l and I I and that after sh e insist ed . so 

. . . . some of the m wanted to kill me . . , ." She told I I to check 

with 



concerning this if he didn't be 



that she was referring to the period before 

under there," She then told the s tory about 

the treasurer of an Underground Un it, having gi ven | 



ieve her and said 
"came out from 
w ho was apparently 



a sum of money. Two years l ater. I _] ™ aR brought up on 

charges because he had Riven ] n boo. too mu ch! T 



maintained that this was a frame-up and th at she had told 



She then said that thrift W ft 6 ks later, when I \ was removed as 
^|^ su ^ er > L I had come to her and had offered her 



so, 



"b6 
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<"nfin *« ' ^ r — tt-t ■ ~- M ~ Vi "° uv " Ci- an<3 hat3 offered her 

t ?: t0 set oufc of town * ELLIS then continued to talk in a 
fashion not at all clear of having met I l a^fc a National 
Convention when both were apparently under fire. Apparently both 
iu It . 8 , were Dein § questioned concerning their knowledge of 
the OP in the Buffalo area and SLLIS advised C^| to sav nothing. 
As ""^a portio n of the conversation ended, ELLIS recalled when 
, 1 (ph) was chairman of the New York County and I I 



hi 



1 was the treasurer. SLLIS then mumbled that she wondered 

wtl ® re l I who had maintained that she owned only one dress 

and a pair of . 1? 2.98 shoes, could have spent all of the money, 

After a short break, ELLIS and I "I resumed their 
«^ U ^ i r,, and a PP arentl y the ta lk now swung to Chicago. ELLIS 
said that » in colvin (ph) which is the largest... .Party membership bvc 
among the negroes, they got 80 and in Mor eland (ph) we got 123 
except we recruited about (conversation blanketed)." 

4. 4. . ELLIS then went into a long recital as to how she attempte. 
to act when she was transferred to Illinois. She claimed that she 
went out of her way never to attack anybody and in fact tried never 
to see anybody since she did not want to be criticized again for 
being destructive. She said that she worked in the south side 
negro community and that she has classes and that she is the co- 
chairman of the Washington Park forum and that she teaches 
Marxism^ at these classes. ELLIS then talked about how she diverted 
Trotskyite attacks at the Washington Park Porum and she said 
Now I work for.... we built the Party.... we recruited young guys... 
this week I had a meeting of 1^00 guys." ELLIS then whispered 
c?° U L a caucus meting which had preceded one of these big meetings. 
™™ talked aD0l *t organizing a meeting at Calumet Park at which 
fOOO people were present and for which she had served on the 

.,6- 



BU 1004*379-69 

committee of 100 which she characterized as a n nice respectable 

group, n Apparently in connection with this meeting in Calumet 

Park, which dealt in some way with segregation, ELLIS stated that 

she had taken four days off from work and had spent her entire be 

time contacting negro professionals, preachers, people with the b7c 

NAAC P, the UAW. the packing hou se workers, and all ,l these wheels 



r, zne uaw. tne pacing ftou: 



like | | and so on. u 

ELLIS then told of a quarrel which she got into with 
CLAUDE LIGHTF00T concerning this matter at a special State Committer 
meeting. LIGHTP00T tried to persuade ELLIS that she had the wrong ' 
concept concerning Chauvinism and the police because the police < 
had tiit'dne'of her brothers. \ , ELLIS then launched into an 
obscene tirade in which she said she told LIGHTP00T n let me see you 
go out there in that park and talk to 750 negroes and tell them 
why you don't think you should attack them. We've got the...,, 
to attack the police eight days straight •% The Crusader is 
attacking the police, they did it so well until every newspaper in 
Chicago has written an editorial against the police and the Party 
is the only one fighting the police.... n 

I I then bickered as to whether EUGENE ;. :~"' V. 

DENNIS *s resolution had been unanimously accepted and spent several 
minutes distinguishing between DENNIS'S report and DENNIS'S 
resolution. In this connect ion, ELLIS said that she had been at 

I I house (probably I D and she heard b 6 

about the DENNIS resolution. She then said that CLAUDE LIGHTP00T, b7c 
SID STEIN, and BEN PINS had .gone to the south side to prove that 
the Party maintained . that left sectarianism was still the principle 

. danger. ELLIS then criticized both the right and left positions, 
maintaining that it all was working out since n they agreed on a 
distribution of the ' spoils. . ..where the left was stronger, the 
right r esigned 3nd where the right was stronger, the left resigned.* 

I I interupted her to ask whether LOU DISKIN was still around 
and ELLIS said that he was and which ever side wins is all right 
with LOU. ELLIS then talked of a State Committee meeting held in 
Chicago, apparently in February of 1958, and in this connection, 
mentioned that someone named PRANK - who is a member of the State 
Committee, is deliberately being frozen out of attending such 
meetings due to last minute changes in meeting places and dates. 

Still speaking in connection with this Illinois State 
Committee meeting, ELLIS said that CLAUDE (LIGHTP00T) had told her 
that her attendance was desired because JIM (context indicates 
may be JIM JACKSON) was going to be there to discuss the negro 
question. ELLIS then launched into a recital of what she had 
told CIAUDE, which may be synopsized in this quotation of herst 

-7- 
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W I mean I'm going to tear the house down because I know 
the majority of the negro comrades in the Party do not believe 
that Left Sectarianism is the main danger in relation to negro 
work and I'll tear the house down and 1*11 invite anybody who will 
debate it to discuss it." ELLIS then talked of the fact that in 
her history of Party activity, she felt that she had never 
wandered far from the majority viewpoint and she had never felt 
isolated* She then described a bitter argument she had had with 
JIM JACKSON over the fact that JACKSON failed to grant her credit 
for the contributions she had made in developing Influence among 
negroes in the CP. 

Shortly thereafter ELLIS mentioned that she planned to 
return to Buffalo in April of 19£8 and the context is not 
completely clear as to whether she was merely referring to a visit 
or to a permanent return to Buffalo, She then made some reference 
to having been in New York for 13 days and mentioned that in 
New York and Harlem they have 80 members, JONNIE, still speaking 
of New York, said that she had been to ROBESON'S house and that 
he had been at the meeting and then apparently quoting ROBESON, 
ELLIS said n I can not talk to you until you leave the house*. . . 
so I said to him but you can't talk to me... .1*11 call you when 
I get back to Chicago and when I came back it was a terrific thing. 
I said didn*>t you discuss it with somebody else and he said they're 
not going to discuss it.... but I told him«... n ELLIS then seemed 
to refer to both JIM JACKSON and CLAUDE (LIGHTPOOT) and mentioned 
that the negroes n hate him," context not clear as to whether she 
was referring to JACKSON or LIOHTF00T. 

Then ELLIS branched off into a garbled recital of a trip 
she had made to Indianapolis, Indiana in connection with Hungarian 
Refugees. ELLIS said u .,..Well I just come back from 
Indianapolis, Indiana where I met Jews that came from Hungary.... 
and we had to discuss with them because they had all kinds of 
problems you see.... we got this interpreter and.*.»so we asked them 
you know, what had happened in Hungary. .. .now these people who 
don't know from nothing. .. .like they don't know that they're in the 
United States which is a facist country, they think they're in the 
United States and it is a glorious democratic place. tr The next 
portion of this conversation could not be understood but then 
ELLIS began to speak of a committee (probably American Committee 
for Protection of Foreign Born) which was in some way involved 
with these Hungarian refugees;; After speaking of several refugees, 
two of whom were apparently to be deported because of insanity, 
ELLIS said "....Well we've been responsible for them leaving and 
the Immigration authority called me and they were supposed to 
come Into town and give the papers... .to get them out to give 
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them a job but they. •. .supposed to join a union.... so we were 
discussing it and now we had a big fight in the Committee because 
they don't want to protect these Hungarians who ran away and we 
were in big business. .. .1 go to Indianapolis where the guy from 
the Immigration authority is* going to question these people to find 
out exactly what happened. ... •" 

ELLIS then said that after this visit to Indianapolis, she' 
had gone to the forum in Calumet Park where she had insisted on 
being heard after Trotskyite speakers had attacked the Soviet 
action in the Hungarian revolt. ELLIS claimed to have made a 
dynamic speech in which she justified Soviet Intervention in' 
Hungary. 

At this juncture, there was an approximate 20 minute 
interruption in the conversation and when it was resumed near . 
the source, ELLIS was in the midst of telling SCHEER about a 
meeting which she had attended in Chicago at which JOHN GATES and 
BOB THOMPSON had been present. ELLIS said that she had gone there 
with eight Mexicans, the oldest of , whom was 22. She then made a 
reference which is not clear, to a meeting on the 9th of February, 
over a Greek restaurant and in this connection, she mentioned a 
man named JOHN BAHARUS (ph), who is an exchange student from 
Greece and who comes from the University of Wisconsin. There was 
again an interr uption in the conversation and somewhat later, 
I I who hai3 not previously taken an active p art in th ig 

disucssion, asked ELLIS how I I (probably [ " 
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subjects of the Cleveland Office) now felt about factionalism in 
the Party. This portion of the conversation was brief and not 
clear but in connection with it, the name of KRCHMAREK (probably 
ANTHONY KRCHMAREK) was mentioned and after being asked whether 
there was any type of Party organization there and whether u they 
didn't feel like going after somebody," ELLIS replied that she 
guessed that they continue to fight there. 

I | then asked ELLIS how may full-timers were 

left in the State and she maintained that there were more than 
I I realized. Sh e mentioned that there were BEN DAVIS, 

I 1 BILL ALBBRTSON J I and JAMES 

JACKSON. I i Qhjftfltflfl that he thought that JACKSOKT had gone 

to the south but ELLIS said that JACKSON continues to live in 
New York and just u meets with a portion of southern refugees/ 1 ' 

She continued listing fu ll-timers b y mentioning the name of 

I l and also a I I (ph) and ELLIS then said T ] 

I | (ph) husband is a full-timer in Bedford* He's got 12 members 

and .he's got a brand new car..., the membership is paying for it." 

-9~ 
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Still cataloging full- timers, ELLI S mentioned I I and said 



that he is full -time in Harlem a nd is full-time in 



Harlem and that l I (ph) is part-time in Harlem. 



b6 



SCHEER then asked ELLIS how the situation was in Chicago (apparentl- 
speaking of registration) and ELLIS responded that "I think we 
recruited enough to balance." She then mentioned that "on the 
south side we got 123, last year we registered 82." I I then 
asked her how the CP situation generally was in Chicago and ELLIS 
said "in the Industrial Section they increased the only two 
sections they recruited. .. .it was the Industrial Section and our 

section that the Plant (ph) Division and the south side...." 

I I then murmured that it was unusual to hear about people 

joining these days and ELLIS replied "I tell you she had to turn 
down two people the week before I left. One was a student, 
part Mexican, who comes from Texas. (ELLIS wh ispers) she wanted 
to know if she could join the Party. I "I told her no because 

she had to know more about it and a negro woman who came to 

the forum asked.... and WILLARD told her you couldn't just join the 
Party like .that see...." 

ELLIS then said that she has been under fire since being 
in Chicago for having a chip on her shoulder but she shrugs these 
attacks off because of the importance of what she is fighting for. 
She said that her section which she described as "'the. most 
vehement" was the only section which had exceeded its quota in 
connection with subscriptions- to the "Worker." The section had 
a quota of 70 but actually sold 100 subscriptions. She said that 
"we criticized the people and sent in all kinds of letters but' 
when it comes to the question of standards, we'll depart 
from the point of view. We were supposed to raise $7f>.00 in the 
fund drive in my section and we had a party at my house and raised 
92 for the fund drive and I deliberately did that so that you 
couldn't say you don't agree with this and you don't agree with 
that.... you can not say that we are not fighting for the Party." 

After some des ultory discus sion about leaflet designation 
in Chicago and Buffalo ^ I mentioned that the big : b e 

problem was how the Par ty could break out and ELLIS replied that b7c 
that was why she wanted I I to tr y to get 200 guys to organize 

an unemployed council here. I I replied that this was under 
discussion in the CP in Buffalo and ELLIS me ntione d that she had 



discussed it with her young brother and with | \ ( probably 
I 1 who apparently are trying to get some groups together. 
The two then lamented the fact that on this Buffalo visit, JONNIE 
was not able to meet with |~~~ 1 the Erie County CP 
Organizer). ELLIS then again spoke of her activity in the 

-10- 
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Washington Park Forum and in this connection, mentioned the 
attacks made at that forum by Trotskyites among the Hungarian 
refugees. ELLIS then spoke of Chicago being a "Jim Crow" city 
and mentioned an alleged incident in which she had seen a police 
officer arrest a negro and slap his face. She had challenged the 
police officer to furnish her with his badge number which he would 
not give to her. Thereafter, ELLIS said she had gotten the police 
officer »s license number and had called "The Crusader." She then 
said in part "....When these Russians came here and interviewed 

us, I got a short white raincoat. ,. .worked in Chicago so 

that night,... ride out to Calumet Park," balance of context not 
clear. 

bb 

As the conversation ended, ELLIS was faming f I b7c 

that in April there would b$ a pageant on Shakespeare and 
ROBESON was coming to Chicago on April lj, and April £, and would 
be presented with a scroll signed "by her Majesty the Queen." 

All of above for information. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



: SAC, NEW YORK (1Q0-26603) DATE: 



MAR 3 3. 1958 



FROM : SAC, NEWARK (100*4049) 

COMMUNIST PARTY. USA 
SUBJECT : NEW YORK DISTRICT 
IS-C 



IN USING ANY OF THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION, EXTREME 
CARE SHOULD BE UTILIZED TO PREVENT COMPROMISING THE 

INFORMANT, " '' ' " ' 






<32^ew~York~(-In£Oft) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
100-26603 CP, USA 
100- COMINFIL INTO THE IUE 

l°0o-™^ "POLITICAL AFFAIRS" 
10Jfe^L0jS3S^GP^MEMBERSHlP^~-,^ 
100- LYL 

100-80641 ORGANIZATION 
100-39590 CP STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY 



100- 
100- 
100- 
100^ 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
10 °? 

100- 
100- 
100^ 
100- 



100- 
100- 

7-Newark 



CP LINE 



HARRY YLNUY! 



b6 
b7C 



_age. 35, white, male,. 
J*,£rbokiyn 



ELY (LNU)f age 25, white > ( male ^ 
vegetarian, Bronx address*, telephone. 
nt&Bber OL 5-3774 ' ' 



(10 



0-4049) 

100-4284-E GRGANIZATION 
1Q0-42S4-*D. MEMBERSHIP 
100-37012 COMINF IL INTO THE 
100-4284-KK CP LINE 
100-35535 JAMES PATTERSON 
100- | 

RFHremt (29l ' 



IUE 




• 



* 



m 100-4049 



Source: 
Reliability: 

Date of Activity: 
Date Received: 



Has fur*aisho£ reliable 
information in the past* 

as shown • 
3/17/58 



Agents To Whom Furnished: SA 

SA 



be 

B7C 
b7D 



Location: 



Informant furnished the following written report 
which is set forth in its entirety * It can be located in 



"The formation of an IDE Division by the 
Brooklyn Com&unist Party was heralded by two articles 
in the official party magazine Political Affairs r in 
the issues for April and May of 1952. These articles 
were entitled f Some Problems of Work in Right-Led 
Unions, I and IX^* by John Swift * The same John 
Swift wrote three other articles which elaborated 
the CP position on work in f Right-Led * unions $ 
*The Left-Led Unions and Labor Unity * I and II 1 * and 
♦The Ford Local Union Election* 3 A few quotes from 
these articles reveal quite effectively the CP 
position* It is noted that the f left-wing unions 1 
lost ground to the Right-wing because of *tbe failure 
to struggle consciously for the minds of the workers*** f 
The Ford Local 600 election proved^ f that is possible 
to establish and consolidate progressive-led coalitions 
within Right-wing led unions despite all attempts of 
the reactionary officialdom to dislodge or destroy 
them* 1 f At this stage the most important thing is that 
the Communist workers*** through their Party 
organization** understand the need for winning the 
workers* from below.* * f 'The main problem is 
precisely that of finding the forms of transition* * to 
the formation of coalitions including progressive and 
Left-wing workers** the concrete ways and means by 
which to change the situation in local by local and union 
by union. * 



—2*+ 



• 



NK 100~4049 



Party leaders - 

I 1 reported to[ 



1 and 



] the recent 



formation cf a Brooklyn CP IUK division in the fall 
of £962* A„ B. was assigned to this division and 
instructed to report to George Elwoodo It was 
suggested that A<»B<, organize an I T JB shop club 
consisting of Party members employed W the 
Haamatftand Mfg Co on 34t h Streets N„Y B C «. (A B* 
was also employed thereof I I suggested 

to A«B that she contact the following Party members* 



about 25, white, male, 
\ mother of 



St* 5 Mann, 



1 



-a_jformer member who refused to rejoin 
St*, Bklyn.) 



J* 



about 35 a white, male,, , , 

PI, , Bronx 52, N 9 Y, (formerly worked for Go E, 
Upstate NoYo) 

At the same time A e B, was instructed to form an LYL 
club in the same shop and told to contact the following 
LYL members: 

Harry ? - about as. white male, 



,, Bklyn,, in charge of LYL IDE shop clubs, 



I ^ about 25, white, female, T ~~l 
Streetj Manhattan, A*&> thought (and thinks!) her to 
be immoral and irresponsible and recommended that the 
Party refuse her membership. 



I about 35, white, male, | 

N.Y.C.j apt, 3C, formerly with party and 

OUns i.n Donneulwnnin. 



street j *„,*,«», «^w, *#^, ^wwc 
League groups in Pennsylvania . 



about 30, Negro, male, [ 



W*B, was not interested in being part of LYL club, 
attended 2 or 3 meetings and quit. 



]street» 



be 

b7C 



l:b 
b7C 



- * about 25, white, male., vegetarian! 
unx address, phone OL 5-3774, attended League meetings* 

As club president, A,B. met with ot her club presid ents 

in the IUE division > which included \ 1 

about 30, Negro, male, Bklyn. , phone 
-3- 



and[ 



be 

b7C 



W 9 



NK 100-4049 



PR 2-4631, formally quit the CP in 1953 # A»B* has 
seen him socially since, he has disavowed any 
interest in or sympathy for the Party* K»W. may well De 
contacted for information about the CP* 

As part of IUE division function, a party class was 

organized to study all phases of Marxism in an 

intensive effort covering a period of about two months. 

A.B. was sent t o I L white, male, about 35, 

I L f Bklyn., NI 5-6746, for purpose of 

joining tbis group, A»B« recalled one other student — c 

of this group: 



I ~H white, male, about 25, | | Street, 
Bklyn* 

As recently as December, 1957, p.arty leaders in New 
Jersey, reported to A*B. that the current strength of 
the Party lies in shop clubs of form and function 
referred to above « These are the most 'security conscious' 
groups in the CP and most often have no connection with 
local community groups. When Party people from these 
groups win positions in the union, they formally 
sever ties with the CP but maintain effective CP 
membership by secretive relationships with , high*«, 
trusted Party leaders ." 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




TO 
FROM 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-4) DATE: 
SAP, NEW YORK (100-80638) 



4/10/58 



'SUBJECT? CP, USA MEMBERSHIP 



NEW YORK DISTRICT 
IS~C 



ReNYlet, 2/T/58, 



7f*& 




Outlined below are the revisions to the list of 
active CP members in the NY Division which is embodied in 
reNYlet . 

It is recommended that the revisions he set out 
in the bimonthly progress letters in this manner and that 
the next complete listing of the entire membership in one 
letter be submitted as of 2/1/59* 

Enclosed is a Table of Contents for relet, which 
has been numbered 2a so that it may be inserted therein, 

A review of relet reflects that on page 2 the 
number of members identified in item (2) should' be 1705* 
and the number tentatively identified in item (3) should 
be 201 # It is requested that these changes be made in 
the^Biareau copies, NYO copies are being revised accordingly* 



Bureau (100-3*4) (Encl 2) . 
1 - New York (100«26603) (NY STATE CP) (*»**. '*) 
1 - New York (100-26603-C40) (BRONX) 
1 - New York (100-26603"C4l) (QUEENS) 
1 - New York (100«26603~C42) (NEW YORK) ♦♦ 
1 - New York (100«26603~C43) (KINGS) 
1 - New York ( 100«26603-C44) (WESTCHESTER) " 
1 - New York (100~26603~C45) (NASSAU) 
1 - New York (lOO~26603~C39HHICHMOND) 
1 -- New York (100-132430) (INDUSTRIAL DIVISION)^". O 
11- New York (100-80638)<?wc*./) 



^ 




N RCB:RQM 
* (22) 



' hJ ^M^ L 



fie*. -07^ " 




I0o~?ote2 -tfa 4 



fit -\KL \J ZjfJo 

FBI — . NEW Y< 



M 



■■#/ 



• • 



NY 100-80638 



As of 4/1/58* over~all statistics are as follows: 
(1) Estimated number of CP members 3008 



(2) Number of members identified since 
last progress letter Q 



80 



(3) Number of members identified 

to date 6 1?66> 

(4) Number te&tst&;#£!y identified as 
CP members since last progress 

report i 23 

(5) Number tentatively identified as 

CP members to date 201 



The estimated number of CP members, 3008, 
was arrived at after evaluating information furnished 
from various informants and sources The basis for 
this estimate is being set forth in detail in the current 
quarterly report, due in the Bureau by 4/20/58. 



- 2 - 



?i 



a 






NY 100-80638 



The necessary revisions are hereinafter outlined: 



Page 3 



Under State Staff 



■«v*«#«es^w»**. 



Deletes CHABNEY. GEORG E BLAKE 

LAWRENCE, WILLIAM 
BLUMBERGi ALBERT 



Add; 



\ Acting State Treasurer 



. Position Changes ALBERT-SON,, WILLIAM* State Secretary 
Under State Board 



b6 
b7C 



«my»-< m'mf 



Deletes CHARNEY, GEORGE BLAKE 
GAINER., MORRIS 
LAWRENCE. WILLIAM 

WEISS^ MAX 

Page 4«6 

Under State . Comtnijbt ee 

Delete: flHARWFr. george blake 



LAWREKTOB. WILLIAM 



%J 



bb 
b7C 



WEISS, MAX" 



Add: 



-3- 
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NY 100-80638 

Change; 




Page 7 



BRONX COUNTY COMMUNIST PARTY 



Under County Staff 
Delete ; 



Educational Director 



(This position has been replaced by the 
Bronx County Education Committee, below) 



Under General Committee Members 



Delete; 



Add: 



f Newark la origin) 



At the bottom of Page 7 add the following: 
Bron%. Ca^ nty-SOucational Committee 



1 » m ■■ < !■ » ■*— ; <.t m p^> 



^bove) 



100-120473 
NY 100*87977 

100-128796 
100-133481 



100-106044 
100-106964 



■b6 
b7C 



be 

hlC 



4~ 



NY 100-80638 



Page 9 

Under Membership 



Adds 



](T) 



100-134415 



Page 10 



Change: [ 
Add; 



I 100-106852 to a positive 
identification,, Delete (T) 6 



Page 11 



Page 12 



Add j 



100-104269 
100-99795 



100-133682 
100-4137 



Change: I I 100-111325 from 

a positive to a (T) identification. 



Page 13 

Under Northwest Sect ion 
Add: 



100-83215 
100-60933 



be 

blC 



Page 14 



b6 
b7C 



Delete; 
Page 15 

Under Northeast Section 



Change ; [ 
Add: 



1 100-23773 to a 



positive identification ♦ Delete (T) • 

(q?) 100-132678 



bb 
b7C 
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Page 16 






Add: 




100-82157 
1Q0-18056 

100-114205 




Page 17 








Under Sectior 


i Committee 






Delete: 




- 




Under Members 
Add: 
Page 19 


jfcijp 






I 100-131690 b L 






■U I u 




Delete: 


(above) 




Page 20 








Delete; 








Page 22 

Delete j 
Page 23 
















Under Hungarian Section 




Add heading Leadership and 'under leadership 
add the name of| \ 100-87977 ♦ 




Delete the words fSectic 


>n Organizer) following 




i 












Add 1 1 name under t* 
of this section* 


ie Membership 




. ' ■ • -6- 




" * -..'.'" *\ * - ? r - ' 
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NY 100-80638 
Page 24 

Under Membership of the Southwest Section 


IOO-55159 

100-64068 

De3=fce (T) . 

100-86203 
100-112920 

100-69927 

100-122265 
100-125756 


b6 
b7C 


Add: 




Page 25 








Delete: 






Page 26 








Delete: 
Add: 






Page 27 






Delete: 




- 








«93484, 
3ation c 


Change : 


100- 




to a positive identifi* 


Add: 






Page 28 








Add: 














Delete; 




* 
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NY IOO-8O638 
Page 29 

Delete: 



As of 3/19/58, the Prospect Section, 
although a very small Section, was 
again functioning. On the bottom 
half of the page add as follows: 



Prosoect Section 



iBf,m f W1iim» ^>i iQ «i 



Leadership 



Membership 



ibove) 



100-120473 



100-95293 
100-101737 
100-101085 
100-58063 



KINGS CpUMCTY GQMNIST_PARTY. 
Page 32 

Tinder Bedford=xSttsn? , ejant^ Section. J£fch AD) 



Piemove "(T) u after 



100-110783 



Page 34 



Delete : 



Page 35 

Biider Borotfgh HaXl-Watferfront Se c%"i.6. h J "" i3tLtTb"Unknown 



A<Wl: 



100-71199 



Under Williamsburg Section 
Change : | 

-8- 



be 

b7C 



■b6 
b7C 



X 


• 

V 

NY 100-80638 
Page 36 

Under Profes 
Delete : 
Page 37 

Under Bath B 
Add:' 
Page 38 

Under Bright 
Add: 
Page 4l 

Under Sectlo 
Add: 
Page 42 

Under Sectio 
Delete : 


sional Section, Club 


• 

Unknown 


100-65572 
100-63240 
100-110888 

100-117665 
100-129648 


b6 

b7C 


"(T)" after 




each Section 










on Beach Sectic 


>n 

lown 










11 and Club Unkr 








n and Club Unknown 
"(TV after: 


< 










Delete: 
Add: 
Page 43 

Delete : 
Add: 








l(T) 
















"(T)" after 








1 




~9- 
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NY 100-80638 
Page 44 


e 


(T) 


100-65572 

100-102633 

105-3323 

100-66200 

100-128445 
100-64070 

100-90467 
100-130682 

100-113232 


b6 
b7C 


Delete: 




Page 45 






Add: 

Deletes 
Add: 








Page 46 








Delete : 
Add: 




(T) 


Page 47 






Delete :[ 


1 


Add; 




Page 48 






Add: 








~9« 


a- 





NY 100-80638 
Page 49 



Page 50 



Add: 



Add: 



Page 51 



Page 52 



Page 5.4 



Add: 



Adds 



Add: 



100-14096 
.100-134152 



100-132885 
100-106906 

100-132739 
100-132740 



100-66657 
100-112231 



100-133461 
100-133460 



100-100532 



to 6 
b7C 
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NY 100-80638 
Page 54 

Addt 



"(above)" after 



Delete •. "(T)" after; 



QUEENS COUNTY COMMUNIST PARTY 



■ ■».- j » nr*«w»»ii(j — iw>av<i 



Page 56-57 

Under County Officers 



Delete: 
Add: 
Change : 



1 Or ganizational Secretary 
Membership Director 



Organizational secretary 



100-95636 



Temporary JfeOmbfership and 



1 (above) * 
rshir> and 



Financial Director 
Under County Committee 



Delete: 



Add: 



100-65505 
100-101473 

100-55806 
100^82868 



he 

hlC 



be 

b7C 



11 - 



NY IOO-8O638 
Page 57 

Under Area I 

Delete: 



]( above ), Joint Organizational 
Secretary 



Add: [ 



] (above) 



Membership and Financial Director 



Revise s [ 



] 



Organizational Secretary, 
(Delete Joint) 



Club Unknown 



Delete : 
Add: 



] (above) 



100-65033 
100~50849 



Page 59 

Under Area II 

Corona Section 



Delete: 
Add: 
Page 6l 

'.:.. ..rClearview Section 



(above), Organizer 



(above) 4, Organizer 



Add: 



(above), organizer 



b6 
b7C 



b6 
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NY 100-80638 

Delete s 



(above), Organiser 



Page 62 

Under K e w Pomonok Section 
Add; 



Page 66 

Under A rea I,IX 

Jamaica Section 



100-34067 

100-60648 


b6 




b7C 



Adds 



and Financial Director 



] ( above ) s Membership 



Changes 



and Financial Director 
Add (Clubs) : 

Members unknown* 
Professional Club #4 

Members unknown c 



Assistant Membership 100-71535 



Page 67 



Cl ub Unknown 
Change: 



] (Delete .."above"). 100-121261 



b6 
b7C 
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Page 69 

Under Maspeth Section 



iTM W i f*m ip nn i mi imw 



Club Unknown 



"Ocowiwtji^ 



Delete j 



Page 71 

Under Section and club Unknown 



Add: 



100-57216 
100-125822 



Page 72 



NEW YORK COUNTY COMMUNIST PARTY 



Under New York County Committee 
Delete : 



(All five, listed 
elsewhere as 
CP members*) 



There has been a general realignment in the 
composition of the NST County Committee during 
the first quarter of 1958; A "Left" factional 
dispute has led to an enlargement of the 
Committee participants The exact number of 
Committee members is not known at 1?he present 
time but includes* at least* those individuals 
presently listed* 

Page 73 

Under Russian Section 



Add: 



100-95097 



ho 
b7C 



he 

hlC 
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Page 76-77 

Under Lower East Side-Forbes Section 


• 








Club TSoIa 
Adds | 


mown 


I 


100-68111 

100-1696 

100«*80046 

100-129659 


.be 
b7C 




FLYNN, ELIZABETH GURLEY 








Page 79 






Under Greenwich Village Section 










fflSJSi 










Adds JOHNSON, ARNOLD S. 




100-16021 






Club #2 








IOO-69819 
100-69821 

100-82893 


bo 
hie' 




Add j 




e) 




Page 80 








Under Club(s 


) Unknown 








bo 
b7C 




Delete : 




(T) 




Page 84 

Delete: 
Page 85 
















Under Club(s 


) Unknown 




100-109148 
100-127430 
100-127420 






Add: 
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Page 87 

Under C Club 



(Bel&e T) . 



Page 89 



Delete-: _ PEERAS. PACT, (T) (Deoeaaed) 
Delete: 

(delete T) 



Page 90 

Under Parents Club 



Add: 



Page 92 



Delete : 



(T) 



Page 94 



Delete : 
Page 95 

Under Club Unknown 



Delete "(T)" after followi ng: 



Add: 




100-92822 



100-92557 
100-134886 

100-91971 
IOO-82966 

100-124955 



b6 
hlC 



he 

b7C 
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Page 96 

Under Club Unknown 



Page 98 



Page 99 



Change : 



Delete : 



Delete : BEAN, ALVAH CAESAR (D eceased) 

I 1 

■ FLYNN 3 ELIZABETH, 



Page 101 



Delete: JOHNSON. ARNOLD S* 



Page 103 



Add: 














Delete : 




(T) 


Page 108 

Add: 
Page 109 


NASSAU COUNTY 












Add: 






Page 113 

Under Westch 


ester County CP 




Add:- 











100-68362 
100-109505 



100-130944 



100-122062 
100-96923 



100-81844 



bo 
b7C 



b6 
hlC 



- 17 - 



ny 100-80638 



Page 114 



INDUSTRIAL DIVISION 



Under Industrial Board 



Add: 



Delete: 



Page 115 

Under Build ing Trades Re gion 
Add: 



Page 116 

Under Distributive Region 
Add:" 



Page 118 

Under Eleetric and Machine Region 



'■ h i 1 i n (ni i n , i ! « ■■ ■ ■! t . i n i v *' <■ " » " u m mi n * w 



Add: 



(T) 



100-64662 
100-109560 
100-26018 
100-9108 



■IOO-26018 



100-101389 

100-134694 

100-128684 

100-.134719 

100-83917 

100-134077 

100-129750 

100-89136 

100-118882 

100-94477 

100-108985 



100-61072 



b6 
b7C 



b6 
b7C 
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Page 119 ' 

Under Film a nd Arts Region 
Adds 



(T) 



Under Food and Bakers Region 



Add: 
Page 120 

Under Garment Region 
Delete : 

Add: 



(T) 



Page 122 

Under Railroad Region 

h i— 1 1 1 1 >i 11 « j * ■ — — 

Add: 



Un^er Shoe, ACWA, Furniture Region 



Add: 




100-107383 



100-87097 



100-83308 

100-65479, 
100-106914 



100-123494 

ioo -109560 



100-86017 

100-123277 

100-112800 

100-66807 

100-34196 

100-13436 

100-67344 

100-76200 

100-134859 
100-58500 

100-79785 



b6 
b7C 



he 

hlC 
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Page 123 




• 




Under Regional Affiliation Unknown 


L 


100-126931 


fe 


Adds 










100-134503 ' 


' 


Page 125 












Delete : 














(T) 




b6 
b7C 


Add: 








100-68723 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 




te Memorandum • united states govek? 




to 



^ 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



SAG, New York 



Director, FBI 




date: April 4, 19.88 



- §mmmL 



SECURITY MATTER - C 




Reurlet S-7-58 entitled "Communist Party, 
USA, Membership, New York District, Internal 
Security - C. " 



Ii5s*6s[ 



Relet 

members of the Williavisbur i 
County Communist Party (CP 
available data concerning^ 



as 



Section of the Kings 
On the basis of 



the files of this Bureau contain no information 
identifiable with these individuals* 

You are requested to advise the Bureau 
of the- current status of your investigations 
looking toward positive identification of the 
subjects and when the Bureau can expect reports 
in these cases* 



b6 
, W/b7C 






he 

b7C 



if 



<r» 



-/> 



<J 



d> 



/ (TV — 



£g& *£ 




♦ 



§ 



sussasm, mt (100-422915) 



4/8/58 



$mi ■ mi vom .(ibo-oLsSte)" 



k 



WrC 



b6 
b7C 



] 



: . IfteBulet 4/4/58* o afltibae~a»' 

&HJ* I U EH? n * • 

". ". " SoBulat pointed out that' 'the names in -the preceding - ' :: \ 
.pa*asBaj*h.-*eire : listM &&-'ni&&ex'& of the .VJilliara^wg Section - * '- - 
.©£ the icings gpunty OF in .'asfteti £/?/5B, entitle,: ^MDOMMX&r ■'. 

(Buflle 100*3-4) and that th$ Bureau files contained no ittforaiaW- 
tion idontl^iafele.vjlth'Uhaa,. ■- •-"..-•■''- • - <.. •' . " • - ' •; 



'• f 02? tho Bureau *£i. lnfo^natlon>\ ■• 

:10. cuwnt^ includ@d/in\'tfk pseurifcrlnfe (Suille 1O0-.422915)." 
-.asg-sw yaaa as listed m narlefe of 2/7 /^8 should hav^-fesen, *■■■-*. 

SPell^d f I -, V 



ajpreovgy, 1 l ie currently m&ma&a m 

th$ --SeeupjHiy Indasfc (Wile 100-3o8030).,\Bis naia^ is twepefrly 

listed in i^let of. 2/T/SB^ .';-•=•' , ■ :-.-•;'..-." ' /.,;': '. ) 

_'//-' -Uetj York copy has be^nyGOrreoted* ., •'"' .."..■•"" '-•■'.• '. 
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A I R T E L 



TO 2 DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-63) 

PROM g SAO, CHICAGO (100-3 3?lj.l) 

SUBJECTS COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 
ORGANIZATION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
C I N A L 



DATEs ,!|./l8/£8 



CG $Q2^~S», on lj./l6/£8, made available to SA JOHN E 
KEATING* for photostating, a five -page, mimeographed memorandum 
dated i]/li}./£8o This memorandum is on the letterhead of the Com- 
munist Party - USA, 23 West 26th Street, New York 10, New York. 
This memorandum provides a space so that the name of the 'recipient 
may be written in* This copy is addressed "Dear Morris"* The 
informant advised that since the name of MORRIS CHILDS is mentioned 
in this memorandiam, this copy was probably addressed to him. The 
memorandum is signed with the handwritten signature of ROBERT 
THOMPSON,, 

This memorandum is in the form of a farewell letter 
from THOMPSON, giving the recent developments in the Communist 
Party - USA, THOMPSON indicates that he contemplates returning 
to jail for seventeen months » 

THOMPSON deals with unemployment, the economic situation, 
the Negro question, the banning of H-Bomb tests, the peace pro- 
gram, May Day meetings and Cuba, Indonesia, a summit conference , 
ROBESON* s book "Here I Stand", the National Executive Committee 
meeting held on 3/28-29/58, the California electoral situation, 
"The Worker", Party registration, factionalism, Party organization, 
Party program, fund drive, and "Party Affairs". 

Among the individuals mentioned by THOMPSON in this 
memorandum are JAMES ALLEN^ HERBERT APTHEKER, ALEXANDER BJTTELMAN, 
JOE CLARK, BEN DAVIS, EUGENE DENNIS, HOWARD FAST, JOHN GATES, HARRY be 



HAYWOOD, JAME S JACKSON, ARM OLD JOHNSON, PAUL ROBESON, JACK STACHEL 



JOE STAROBIN, [ 
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J-JOI^XAMJHEIflSTONE 



See la and lb pages for copies , 
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CG 100-337l|-l 

5 - Bureau (Encl 1) (REGISTERED) 

(1 . 100-3=101}.) (CP=USA 9 Counter-intelligence Program) 
(1 - 100=3-81) (CP=USA S International Relations) 

3 - Cleveland (Enclo 1) (REGISTERED) 

(1 - 100-17257) (CP-USA, Organization) 
(1 - 65-721) (ANTHONY KRCHMAREK) 
(1 - 100=1}.212) (HYMAN LUMER) 

3 - Detroit (Enclo 1) (REGISTERED) 

(1 - 1Q0-2050) (CP-USA, Organisation) 
(1 - 100 -13&20) (CARL WINTER) 
(1 - 100 -137I|.0) (HELEN WINTER) 

1 - Los Angeles (100-260l|lj.) (CP-USA 9 Organisation) (End. 1) (REGISTERED) 

New York (End . 1 ) ( REGISTERED ) 
(1 - 100=81752) (CP-USA 9 Brief) (#7 -2) 

(1 - 100=129802) (CP-USA, Counter-intelligence Program) (#1 9-1) 
(1 - 100-88297) (CP=USA 9 Cultural Activities) (#19-1) 
(1 - 100-89691) (CP-USA, Domestic Administration Issues) (#19-1) 
(1 ■- 100-87211) (CP-USA, Factionalism) (#19-1) * 
(1,- 100-7U£60) (CP-TJSA, Funds) (#19-1) 

(1 - IOO-8662I1) (CP-USA, International Relations) (#19-1) 
LJ&-* IOO-8O638) (CP-USA, Membership) (#19-1) 
(1 - 100 -51J.65D (CP-USA, National Groups Commission) (#19-1) 
(1 - 100-8061|.OM CP-USA, Negro Question) (19-1) 
(1 - 100-8061J.1) (CP-USA, Organization) (#19-1) 
(1 - 100-81675) (CP-USA, Pamphlets & Publications) (#19-1) 
(1 - 100=79717) (CP-USA 9 Political Activities) (#19-1) 
(1 = 100=89590) (CP-USA, Strategy in Industry) (#19-1) 
(1 = 100=32826) (JAMES ALLEN) (#7=2) 
(1 - 100=80532) (HERBERT APTHEKER) (#7-2) 
(1 - 100-20128) (ALEXANDER BITTELMAN) (#7-!l) 
(1 - 100-Uj.606)( JOSEPH CLARK) (#20=11) 
(1 - 100-23825) (BENJAMIN DAVIS. JR. ) (#19-1) ' 
(1 - 100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (#19-1) 
(1 = 100- ) (HOWARD PAST) 

(1 - 100-17923) (JOHN GATES) 



la 




CG 100-3371*1 

Mew York copies (c ontinued) 

(1 - 100-8Hi95) T ~~| 

(1 - 100-16785) (JAMBS JACKSON) (#19-1) 

(1 . 100-16021) .(ARNOLD JOHNSON) (#19-1) 

(1 - 100-13203) (GEORGE MORRIS) (#7 -2) 

(1 - 100-81*275) (WILLIAM L e PATTERSON) (#19-2) 

(1 - 100-258^7) (PAUL ROBESON) 

(1 - 100-l8o65)(JACK STACHEL) (#19-1) 

(1 - 100 -13IJ.8 0)( JOE STAROBIN) (#12-14) 

(1 - 100-2711^2) (ROBERT THOMPSON) (#19-1) 

(1 - 100- )| I 

(1 - 100-26018)1 I (#12-10)' 

(1 - 100-9595) (WILLIAM WEINSTONE) (#19-1) b6 

b7C 

2 - San Francisco (End. 1) (REGISTERED) 
(1 - 100-2771*7 )(CP -USA, Organization) 
(1 - 65-12l*2) (MICKEY" LIMA) 

11 - Chicago 

(1 - A/l3l*-l*6) 

(1 - IOO-I8963) (CP-USA, Illinois District,. Factionalism) 

(1 - 100-18953) (CP-USA, Illinois District, Organization) 

(1 - 100-32861*) (CP-USA, Counter-intelligence Program) 

(1 - 100-32207) (CINAL) 

(1 - I00-3ll70) ( MORRIS CHILDS) 

(1 - 100-lfe2) 1 i 

(1 - 100-271*8) (SAM KUSHNER) 

(1 - 61-867) (qLADDE LIGHTFOOT) 

(1 - 100-271*9: 
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CG 100-337l|-l 



MORRIS CHIEDS, ANTHONY KRCHMAREK, SAM KUSHNER, CLAUDE b7c % 

LirrH^FOOT, MIQKfeY fflfo HYMAM LUMER, GEORGE MORRIS, WILLIAM L« 



PATTBRSON J 1 CARL WINTER, and HELEN WINTER. 



In connection with the Bureaus count er~ intelligence 
program, it is to be noted that in listing factional activities 
in the Coxnmmiist Party in paragraph #6 on page #3> THOMPSON states s 

"The circulation of a vicious document slander- 
ously charging the Soviet Union which having an 
anti-Semitic policy by a group of self -styled Com- 
munists o !f 

It is believed that if this document is being dissem- 
inated in sufficient numbers by the National Office of the Com- 
munist Party - USA to protect CG j>82l|.->S# then it has potential as 
a counter-intelligence vehicle, in which to drive more Right 
wingers out of the Party It may also have a similar- affect upon 
the supporters of the ultra-Left * In this connection, specif ic^ 
reference is made to the following paragraph, which is the last 
paragraph on page #ij.g 

"The Marxist-Leninist principle of democratic 
centralism upon which our Party is founded provides 
that elected committees shall have responsibility 
for leadership in given areas of the Party organ- 
ization and for specific fields of Party work At 
present we are beset with a number of little 
Napoleons who travel about the country and in total 
disregard of our Party Constitution and of Party 
procedures flaunt the jurisdiction and authority of 
these Party committees I hope you under no circum- 
stances will tolerate this in your area*" 

One photostat copy of this document is enclosed here- 
with to the Bureau, Cleveland, Detroit, Los Angeles, New York, and 
San Francisco Divisions The Chicago copy is located in Chicago 
file 100-337ili-lB3 (39) • 

AUERBACH 
- 2 - 



OFFICE 



MEMORANDUM*** UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO g DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) 

FROM ; % SAC, CHICAGO (100-337ljl) 

SUBJECTS COMMONEST PARTY - USA 
ORGANIZATION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



DATEj ^/£-$f 



E 



CG 582lj.-S*, on April I}., 1958, made available to SA JOHN 
KEATING*, for photostating, a letter dated March 19, 1958, 
addressed "To the Members of the National 'Executive Committee", 
and signed by BOB THOMPSON. 



The Chicago copy of this letter is located in Chicago 
file 100»337!p.~lB3 (37). The following is the complete text of 
this letters 

"It is proposed that the full meeting of the 
N.E.C. start at 1 o'clock Friday, March 28th, and 
run through Saturday. It might very well continue 
till around 8 o'clock Saturday, and this should be 
kept In mind in making reservations. 



2 - Bureau (REGISTERED) 

;L- Detroit (100-13l}.20) (CARL WINTER) (REGISTERED) 
• New York (REGISTERED) 

(1 - 100-87211) (GP-USA, Factionalism) (#19-1) 
Utefe**> IOO-80638 ) (COP-USA, Membership)' (#19-1) 
(1 - 100-8o6lJ.l)(CP-USA, Organization) (#19-1) 
(l - 100-81675) (CP-USA, Pamphlets & Publications ) (#19- 
(1 - 100-79717) (OP-USA, Political Activities) (#19-1) 
(1 - 100-89590) (CP-USA, Strategy in Industry) (#19-1) 
(1 - 97-169) (Publishers New Press) (#7-2) 
(1 - 100-13203) (GEORGE MORRIS). (#7-2) 
(1 - 100-8IJ.275) (WILLIAM L. PATTERSON) (#19-2 ) 
(1 - 100-27^52) (ROBERT THOMPSON) (#19-1) 
- San Francisco (REGISTERED) 



cA 



1) 



(1 - 100=2 

(1 -,65-12i 

Chicago 

(1 - A/131H4.6) 



3i{.7)(CP-USA, Political Activities) 
2) (MICKEY LIMA) 



JEKskw 
(17) 
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CG 100~337i£ 

"The proposed agenda is as follows % 

"lo California elections -- Micky Lima reporting. 

"2o Problems posed by activities of ultra ~Left 
groupings ' « Bqb Thompson reporting D 

M 3o At;to - Carl Winter reporting. 

? l if.o CI0~AFL Economic Conference ~ George Morris 

n 5o The Worker drive - Patterson 

t! 6. Registration. 

M 7* Aa exchange on spme personnel problems." 

CG £82l}«S# advised that CARL WINTER was not in atten~ 
dance at the meeting of the National Executive Committee held in 
New York City on March 28 and 29, 1958 • 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) 



DATE: 



FEB 27 1958 



FROM 



: SAC, NEWARK (100-4284-E) 



COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
SUBJECT : NEW JERSEY DISTRICT 
ORGANIZATION 
IS-C 



[ 



Re: Newark letter to the Bureau dated 2/14/58 

captioned CP, USA, N.J. DISTRICT, ORGANIZATION, 
IS-C 

Reference is made to page four, lines 6-9 wherein 
J advised "There has been a definite statement on 



this point by such California people as Dorothy Heaiey, 



Celeste Strack 



• •• 



Informant advised SA 



on 2/25/58, 



that he had inadvertently mentioned the name of DOROTHY HEALEY 
as being among this group which was not correct and should be 
deleted* 

The Bureau and offices receiving copies of this 
letter are requested to delete the name of DOROTHY HEALEY set 
forth on page four* line 7 of re letter. 



2*§ureau (REGISTERED MAIL) 
4~Los Angeles (REGISTERED MAIL) 

10Q-4486 DOROTHY HEALEY 

^00- CP. USA SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

ipo- ' r 

100- 



Cf*New York (REGISTERED MAIL) 
100-23825 BEN DAVIS 
100-8057 EUGENE DENNIS 
100-27452 ROBERT THOMPSON 
100-50090 SID STEIN 
1P0»80641 CP, USA - ORGANIZATION 
'inO-fiftfiffo CP^USA, *• MEMBERSHIP 



3 



2-San Fra ncisco (register ed MAIL) 



100- 
100- 



5-Newarfc (100-4284-E) 
100-19491 PAT TOOHEY 
100^2974[ 
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CP, USA, NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA /_ & / 
00-4284-E) r——lfl "¥$&. 

SEARCHED "" 

SERIALIZED, 
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100«.4284~U CP FACT IONALISM 
(20) 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO: SAC, New -York ^ ^^ 

FROM: SA JOSEPH V. WATERS 

COMMUNIST PARTY, USA , /00 ,_q . T<BM VftT o. 

IS-c Rerep SA WATERS, 4/23/5o, New York. 

Rerep consists of 19 sections, each of which 
sets out investigation conducted in an area of activity 01 
CP, USA on which an investigative file is maintained. 
These files are indicated by the copies of this memo 
designated f cr them. One copy of rerep has been broken 
down by section in order that each such file may contain 
pertinent material as set out in that report. Each such 

aTSS H rS^$%&^X^*fygffi°® gbVgJfictor, 



£lilY 



'MY 

1=NY 

1=NY 

1=NY 

$«NY 

1~NY 

1«NY 

1'NY 

1~NY 

1=NY 

1«NY 

1=NY 

1-N5T 

1=NY 

1=NY 

1~NY 

1~NY 

1~NY 

///JVW: 
f /' (20) 



100=80641 (CP, USA ^organization) (IgrTh 

100=80638 (CP, USA MEMBERSHIP) M i ± ?T' L ' _. 

100-74560 (CP, USA FUNDS) ^^SV/^D 

100=81338 (OP, USA SECURITY MEASURES) f \£*~V _. 

100=87211 (CP, USA, FACTIONALISM) Uy ~T' / iq .i\ 

100-86624 (CP, USA INTERNATIONAL REMEONS) -KU* x ) 

1O0WT9717 (CP, USA POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) (19-1) " 



100^=80636 

100=89691 
100=89590 
100=80640 
100=80644 
100=80643 
100=80634 

100=88297 
100^651 
100=81675 
100^80633 



CP, 
CP, 
CP, 
CP, 
CP, 



USA LEGisS-TIVE"ACTIVITiE^r a ' (19-1) ~ 
USA DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES) (19-1) 
USA STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) (19-1) 
USA NEGRO QUESTION) - (19-1) 

USA YOUTH MATTERS) (19-*) 
USA WOMEN METIERS ) (-19-1) 



CP uun „ WUJ „ »— .» , x - 

CP/USA FARMERS" MATTERS ) (19-1) , ~ 
'CP, USA CULTURAL ACTIVITIES)- (19-1) 
CP, USA NATIONAL GROUPS) (19-1) . . ~ . 
CP USA PAMPHLETS AND PUBLICATIONS) (19-1)_ 
igu~ouo33 (cpj USA EDUCATION) (19-1) MfiqcJ nR _ 



eel 




&M£3*** 



€ 



NY 100-4931 



transmitting the report, and a copy of the letterhead 
memorandum, dated fc/24/58/ setting out the reliability 
of informants utilized* 
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OFFICE 



MEMORANDUM** * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO ; DIRECTOR,, FBI (100-3-68) 
FROM t SAC, CHICAGO (100-337*1.0) 

SUBJECT? COMMUNIST PARTI ~ USA 
' MEMBERSHIP 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



DATE? lj/8/58 



CG £82t|.-S#, on April Zj., 19^8 , made available to SA JOHN 
E EEATING^ for photostating 9 a copy of 9. three-^page^ typewritten 
letter dated March 6 P 19J?8 • This letter is addressed, "National 
Committee P Communist Party of the United States 9 Dear Comrades? f! o 
The following is the complete text of the first paragraph of this 
letters 

"We are writing to inform you that, with pro- 
found regret , we are leaving the* Communist Party « 
We have reached this conclusion reluctantly and 
only after a considerable period of time in which 
we p with others 9 hoped that the Party would move in 
the direction of overcoming its' isolation from the 
American people !8 

The letter is signed as follows ; 

**From Northern California 



Five additional members in San Francisco 
"From Southern California 
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Art 
Bebe 

See ja pap;e foj ^off ies, 
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CG ioo~3 37UO 
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Bureau (End. l) (REGISTERED) 

(1 - 100-3-10lj.)(CP-TJSA J , Counter-intelligence Program) 



Los Angeles 
(1 - 100- 

(1 - 100- 



(1 
(1 
(1 

(1 
(1 
(1 

(1 

(1 

(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 



100- 

100- 

100- 

100 

100 

100- 

100- 

100- 

100- 

100- 

100- 

100- 

100- 

100- 

100- 

100- 
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37783) ( 
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(End. 1) (REGISTERED) 
)(CP-TJSA 9 Southern California District, 

Fac t ional ism ) 
MCP-TJSA, Southern California District, 
_Mamba:r>sTn i t n ) 



be 

b7C 



MART 
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) (BEBE 


_^_. } 


MB0B K 


— T^ 


}( PRANCES 
)( JANET 


"""H U Willi- 


)( tt KAPPl!^ " 


... ..,....-..-.- 


)(L0U B 


•'■ ) 


) (MILT 


r — .. ) 


) (PHIL ir~ 

)(LIL C 


—J 
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fg)- New York (End „ l) (REGISTERED) 
^ (1 - 100-87211) (CP-USA fl Factionalism) (#19-1) 
bk£ - 100-80638) (CP-USA a Membership) (#19-1) 

7 - San Francisco (Encl l)( REGISTERED) 

(1 - 100- )(CP-TJSA, Northern California District, 

Factionalism) 
(1 - 100-26239) (CP-USA, Northern California District, 

Membership) 
100-I|.002l) I I 

100- ) 



(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 
(1 



100-2881].) ( 

6l-ij.ll].) 

100- 



t 



he 

b7C 



) (MARTIN 



T) 



Chicago 

(1 - A/131^6) 
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CG 100-3 37IJ.O 

Bob K 
Prances 
Janet 
Kappy 
Lou B„ 
Milt 
Phil R, 
Lll C " 

One photostat copy of this item is enclosed herewith to 
the Bureau,, Los Angeles, New York and San Francisco Divisions 
The Chicago copy is located in Chicago file 100»337^0~lAll o 
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